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Open
Letter

=

Why wasn’t highway closed?

To: Kansas Dept. of Transportation

and Kansas|egislative members:

| amwriting aletter of concern over therecent and past is-
sueswithinterstatetrafficwhenweather conditionsareinvery
dangerous conditions. | am unhappy with myself for waiting
towritealetter for a“wakeup” call tothosein administration
capacity. My concernarisesover therecent death of Sen. Stan
Clark of Oakley. Thisisjust another case of what | deem as
negligence on the state’s part in not closing highways when
visibility reachesunsafedistanceswhetheritisfromsnow, rain
or dust.

Sen. Clark’ sdeathto meseemsinexcusablewhenadirt storm
of thismagnitude comes and peoplereport, and the newsre-
ports, the seriousness of thisweather condition. Thiscould or
may havebeen prevented had official staken seriously therisk
and danger of 70+ mile-per-hour winds and blackout visual
conditionsfrom blowing dirt. | just attended Senator Clark’s
funeral where hundredsof friendsand family along with sev-
eral hundred “legislators’ attended and | did mention thisto
someof themand | will be aggressively addressing thispoint
after today.

Sinceit seemsto be common that most people have never
been directly inaraging blizzard of snow or afull blown dirt
storminwestern Kansas | amtelling you that it not only puts
the life of those on the roads in danger but it puts our emer-
gency medical and policeofficersworkingfor safety at avery,
very dangerousrisk of injury or even death. My first concern
isthat when conditionsonvisibility arelessthanthat of asafe
stopping distance for the speed allowed you need to take ac-
tionand shutdown*“all” traffic. | haveworkedandvisitedwith
several EMT's, firefighters and policewho becomevery con-
cerned over thesituationswe put these peopleinfor no appar-
ent reason when accidents occur and injury or death are adi-
rect result of poor weather conditions.

| know somethink that they haveto go and keep on sched-
ulebutif it wasyour lifeyou would think twice. On Saturday
May 291 took shelter inafarm 10 milesnorth of Brewster for
theduration of thedirt stormstrictly becauseof thefear of this
storm and thedirt | could see coming at avery rapid speed. |
just afew weeksearlier wasinasimilar situation in the same
areawhere when | entered the dirt blowing across the high-
way whichwashbigger than expected. | could not seemorethan
5ft., | slowed down and still could not see, then slowly went
unknowingly intotheleft andthenright ditch unableto seeand
too scared to stop.

I now amthankful that | wasnot another statistic of deathon
Kansasroadways. Pleaserespond back and | am forwarding
thisonto legidlative membersfor clarification and hopefully
we can change a system that is outdated because of technol-
ogy intracking weather. You can’t changethe past but wecan
protect others from this type of negligence. We do not need
any more uncalled for deaths.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Schultz

419 Sixth St.
Brewster, Kan. 67732
785-694-2425 home
(Letter #44)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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NICE GUY. That best describes Sen. Stan
Clark, who, at age 49, lost hislifein avehicle
accident on I nterstate-70 last Saturday evening,
just a few miles from home — home being
Oakley.

Niceguy.

Decent.

Religious.

Even-tempered.

Knowledgeable.

Husband.

Father.

Photographer.

Politician.

Hepretty much had it all.

Ten yearsin the Senate Chamber at Topeka.
Knew theropes. Used them to the benefit of the
people he so loved and represented so well.

Republican, by choice.

Democrats. |ndependents. His40th Senatorial
District contained them all.

Andwhentheleadership of hisparty might not
have embraced some of hisdecisions, our good
senator reminded them that he was doing what
wasbhest for hispeople. Hewas, inthetruesense
of theword, a“people’s’ senator.

Not flashy. No timefor that.

Downto earth.

Dedicated, assomemight say, toafault. But it
wasafault Stan couldtemper withhisway of life.

The esteem in which hewasheld was evident
at his funeral service Thursday morning at
Oakley High Schooal, resulting in probably one
of thelargest funerals, if not the largest ever, in
northwest Kansas.

Dignitariesinattendanceincludedthe Gover-
nor of thisgreat state, Kathleen Sebelius. Lead-
ership on both sides of the political aisle. His
fellow senators. A large House del egation.

Andthentherewerethepeople—thesolerea-
son he picked up his conservative baggage, hit
the campaign trail and earned a seat in the Kan-
sas State Senate, with repeat successes.

Stan Clark, according to those who keep a
watchful eye on political activity, saw him as

A few words abofut Sen. Clérk

| Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

perhaps President of the Senatein 2005. A dust
stormonthat fatef ul Saturday evening of aweek
past ended that possibility, avery real possibil-
ity.

Stan theman had agood handle ontheissues
that affected hisnorthwest K ansasconstituency.
He wanted badly to do the right thing for the
folks back home — home being a district that
has more acreage than any other in the state.

And hetraveled untold miles all those years
to listen to the concerns of hispeople. To offer
encouragement. Hope.

And yes, as with all politicians, there were
thosewhowerenotinhiscamp. Evensomefrom
hisown party. But that goeswith holding politi-
cal office. Butintheend, thoseelectedtorepre-
sent the people can best be measured by the
number of people who come to bid that final
farewell. Andusingthat astheyardstick of one's
success, Sen. Stan Clark was at the head of the
class.

Thetearsflowed Thursday morning. Sympa-
thy was extended in many ways. Comfort was
given to those who needed it most.

And therethey were— wife Ruthie, and son
Will. Doing it in the best tradition of their be-
loved husband and father. With dignity. Grace.
And courage.

The 40th Senatorial District has lost a very
capableleader.

TheStateof Kansashaslost oneof itsquieter,
but influential starson the political stage.

Butweareall richer, fromoneend of thisstate
to the other, because of the service given by a
nice guy — Sen. Stan Clark.

WHEN former President Bill Clinton spoke
onthecampusof KansasUniversity aweek ago
thecrowdwasestimated at 12,000. And | woulc
suspect that among those 12,000 were a few
Republicans. Matter of fact, lotsof them. | think
Republicansoutnumber Democratsin our state
something like 1,000-1. And becausethe popu:
larity of President Clinton took it in the knees
during the Monicathing, many inthis state de
spisedhim. Butwhenitwasreveal edthat forme
Senator Bob Dole invited Clinton be the firs
speaker in the Dole Lecture Series, the ticket:
weregrabbed up likecashfallingtothefloor ir
alasVegascasino.

That speech can be seen next Wednesday
(June 9) on Smoky HillsPublic Televisionfron
9-10 p.m. The program will include Clinton’s
formal remarks, theintroduction by Dole, whc
challenged Clinton for the presidency, and se
lected excerpts of post-speech questions anc
answers. Thelecture was originally schedul ec
at the Lied Center near the newly-dedicatec
Robert J. Dole I nstitute of Politicson the K.U
campus, but wasmoved to Allen Fieldhousetc
accommodatestudentinterest. TheDoleL ecture
wasestablishedto bring anationally prominen
guest to the K.U. campus to speak on interna:
tional policy or diplomacy each spring, on ol
about the datetheformer senator waswoundec
inltaly in World War I1.

You will want to notethe date, time and sta
tion on your calendar and be sure to watch. |
didn’t get aticket, but some of my Republicar
friendsdid and told mewhat agreat timeit was
I’ [l be watching, but unlike those who were or
hand, I’ bedoing sowithabowl of popcornanc
adiet Coke.

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend
And don't forget church.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com, 462-3963, fax462-7749. or
drop by the office.

This one’s for you, ladies

The column today deals with tips for surviv-
ing in this unpredictable and sometimes brutal
society. Itwaswrittenwiththeladiesinour read-
ing areain mind. You might be faced some day
with a situation that you will be ableto handle
because of it. | thank Gracefor sharing. - TD

We'veall heard about “ street smart,” maybe
we need to also be“parking lot smart.” You are
smart enough to know these pointers but there
will be somewhereyouwill go, “Hmm, | must
remember that.”

1. Tip from Tae Kwon Do: The elbow isthe
strongest point on your body. If you are close
enoughto useit, do!

2. Thiswas learned from atourist guide in
New Orleans. If arobber asks for your wallet
and/or purse, donot hand it tohim. Tossit away
fromyou....chancesarethat heismoreinterested
inyour wallet and/or pursethanyou, and hewill
go for the wallet/purse. Run like mad in the
other direction!

3. If you are ever thrown into the trunk of a
car, kick out the back tail lights and stick your
armouttheholeand start waving likecrazy. The
driver won't see you, but everybody else will.
Thishassavedlives.

4. Women have a tendency to get into their
cars after shopping, eating, working, etc., and
just sit (doingtheir checkbook, or makingalist,
etc.) Don’t dothis! Thepredator will bewatch-
ing you, and thisisthe perfect opportunity for
him to get in on the passenger side, put agunto
your head, and tell you whereto go. Assoon as
you getintoyour car,lock thedoor sand leave.
Quickly!

5.Afew notesabout gettingintoyour carina

TD

® At

Week’s
End

parking lot, or parking garage: A.) Be aware:
look around you, look into your car, at the pas-
senger sidefloor, andintheback seat. B.) If you
areparked nexttoabigvan, enter your car from
the passenger door. Most serial killers attack
their victims by pulling them into their vans
whilethewomen areattemptingtogetintotheir
cars. C.) Look at the car parked onthedriver’s
sideof your vehicle, andthe passenger side. If a
maleissittingaloneintheseat nearest your car,
you may want to walk back into the mall, or
work, and get a guard/policeman to walk you
back out. It is always better to be safe than
sorry. (And better paranoid than dead.)

6. Always take the elevator instead of the
stairs. (Stairwellsarehorribleplacestobealone
and the perfect crime spot).

7. If the predator has a gun and you are not
under hiscontrol, alwaysr un! Thepredator will
only hit you (arunning target) 4 in 100 times,
and even then, it most likely will not be avital
organ. Run!

8. Aswomen, you are always trying to be
sympathetic: Stop doing that! It may get you
raped, or killed. Ted Bundy, theseria killer, was
agood-looking, well educated man, whoalways
played on the sympathies of unsuspecting

women. He walked with acane, or alimp, and
often asked “for help” into hisvehicle or with
hisvehicle, whichiswhen heabducted hisnext
victim.

9.Another safety point: Someonesaidthat her
friend heard acrying baby on her porch, and she
called the police because it was late and she
thoughtitwasweird. Thepolicetold her “What-
everyoudo, donot openthedoor.” Thelady then
said that it sounded like the baby had crawleg
near awindow, and shewasworriedthatitwould
craw! to the street and get run over. The police-
man said, “We already have aunit on the way,
whatever youdo, donot openthedoor.” Hetold
her that they think aserial killer hasababy’scry
recorded and usesit to coax women out of their
homes thinking that someone dropped off &
baby. Hesaid they havenot verifiedit, but have
had several call shy women sayingthat they hear
baby’s cries outside their doors when they’ re
homealoneat night

Pleasedonot openthedoor for acrying baby.
This should betaken seriously becausethecry-
ing baby theory was mentioned on“ America’s
Most Wanted” recently when they profiled &
seria killer in Louisiana.

Clipthiscolumnout and forwarditto all the
womenyou know. It may savealife. A candleis
not dimmed by lighting another candle. And
guys, if you love your mothers, wives, sisters,
daughters, etc., you may want to passit ontc
them, aswell.

Excellent advice!

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd” ? E-mail
it to td@nwkansas.com, fax it to him at 462-
7749, or mail ittohimat 155 W, 5th, Col by, Kan.

Doonesbury
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