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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Boyfriend not sure about baby
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: |l amamost22and
becomevery emotional when| hear
about friendswhoareexpecting. All
my friends from high school have
children. My mother already had
twochildrenby thetimeshewasmy
age.
My boyfriend and | aremadly in
love; however, he continues to tell
mehe'snot ready to beaparent. We
don’t take precautions when we
havesex, but | haven'tbecomepreg-
nant yet.

Abby, should | befeeling
desperateto haveachild?Ami
rushing parenthood?— WANTS
ABABY NOW

DEAR WANTS: Before you
makeamistakethat could affect
three lives (yours, vyour
boyfriend’sand that of an inno-
cent child), | urgeyoutogettothe
bottom of what’smissing in your
life that has made you “ desper-
ate” tofill that void with a baby.
You haveawaytogobeforeyou'll
be ready to become a mother —
and your first stop alongtheway
should beat thealtar.

Parenthood can berewarding
andfulfilling, provided thecouple
isprepared, emotionally and fi-
nancially,for thenewarrival.But
your boyfriend hasmadeit clear
that heisn’t ready.

Pleaserespect that fact and do
what is necessary to prevent a
“surprise.” Having a child be-
cause your parents had two at
your age, or becauseyour friends
fromhigh school havechildren,is
apoor reasontobecomeaparent.

DEAR ABBY: | am acollege
freshman (female), livingmorethan
300 miles from home. Despite the
distance and thefact that | am 18, |
am still under my parents' thumb.
They call meevery day to ask what
| atefor breakfast, lunchand dinner.
They chose my major for me, and
the prospect of spending my lifein

that profession doesn’t thrill me.

| have never had the strength to
tell my parentshow | feel or what |
think, even when | knew that they
were wrong or unfair. | love them
and respect their opinions, but | be-
lievel deservemoreinputregarding
my own future— especially sincel
ampaying morethanhalf thecost of
my education. How can | free my-
self from their well-meaning, but
strangulating nets?

— FRUSTRATED IN NEW
YORK

DEAR FRUSTRATED: Cut-
tingthecor d will takesomewor k
on your part. You arethe“good
child” who never questioned or
rebelled, soit’sentirely possible
that your parentsthink you'rein
100per cent agreement withthem.
Thedaily phonecallsindicatethat
they’rehaving trouble accepting
that you haveleftthenestand are
on your own.

Theplaceto start isat the stu-
dent health center, inquiring
about counseling services. Your
inability to stand up for your self
and expressyour truefeelingscan
be remedied with assertiveness
training and counseling, which
will help you learn where your
parentsleaveoff and you begin. It
may not beeasy, but | assureyou
it will betimewell spent.

DEARABBY: | invited aneigh-
bortomy son’sbar mitzvah. | didnot
invitetheir children, who are8 and
6.

Whenthey RSVP d, they saidthat
all four of them were attending.
What can | do?

— ON THE SPOT IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR ON THE SPOT: You
welcome them graciously. | am
surprised that you excluded the
childreninthefirst place, sincea
bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah usu-
ally includes children, and isnot
considered an adults-only affair.

DEARABBY: | canidentify with
that 23-year-old girl because | hac
asimilar experience.

My pride and self-confidence
werealso crushed. | felt worthless,
After fiveyears, | took mattersintc
my own hands.

Onmy 30thhirthday, | got thebest
gift God could have given me. A
friend and | began dating. | askeo
HIM out for our first date (some-
thing I’d sworn I’ d never do). |
haven’tlooked back since. Wewere
married last June.

You wereright, Abby, when you
told“Burned” that her bad rel ation-
ship was alearning experience. |
hope shetakesyour adviceto heart
anddoesn'tletitkeepher down. She
needstotakethat first stepforward.
You never know what you can ac-
complish until youtry.

— VERY HAPPY IN COM-
MERCE, TEXAS

DEAR VERY HAPPY: Well
said. | would like to extend that
message: No one ever accom-
plished anything by sitting pas-
sively and waiting for successtc
cometothem.

The greatest rewar ds cometa
those who have the courage tc
stand up, step forward and take
their swingsat bat.
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But LarsBlackset allowedthediamondkingto
hold, after which West reverted to spades. De-
clarer ruffedindummy, discardingaclub, andled
the heart jack, covered by theking and ace.

If he had now cashed the heart queen and then
started running clubs, hewould have gone down
one and won the match.

Instead, Blackset played a club to the ace and
led aheart to the nine. Curtains!

West won with the ten and returned a spade,
forcing declarer to ruff and lose control of the
hand. When the smoke cleared, Blackset was
down three and the French had scored a 2-IMP
victory.

Of such stuff are world championships made!
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF STEINBECK WROTE
A BOOK ABOUT FINLAND, IT COULD BE
CALLED “EAST OF SWEDEN.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals C
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