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Former legislator high in praise of late Sen. Clark

One sports historian described
the great baseball player Stan
Musial as having played the game
as it was meant to be played. The
historianwrotehewoul d betheodd
man out intoday’s game where of -
tenweseeplayersgetting g ected or
even suspended for arguing or be-
ingtoo aggressive. Not oncedid he
ever argue acall or tactical move.
NotonlyisStanMusial alegend, he
isatrue gentleman.

Whenl first gotto Topekaasnew
staterepresentativein1994, | gotto
meet the senators from across the
state and got to hear the entire
"scoop” about each from legisla-
tors, lobbyist, and media. | imme-
diately noticed StanClark duetohis
Dunkard Brethren attire and his
friendly Kansas welcome. Having
been warned about those nasty
western Kansas senators| initially

held his friendship with some de-
greeof skepticism. It wascommon
inthehallsof thecapitol tohear this
or that about each senator. | began
to hear a bit about Stan’s unusual
clothing and that somein the Sen-
ate Chamber thought it not to be
modern enough. Although every-
oneagreeditwasformal attireitwas
justabit different. Sincenothingin
Topekaisasecretforverylong, |l am
sure he knew about the opinions
fromtimetotimebut henever com-
promised himself toconformtothe
capitol’s more modern dress from
hisfaith’sformal attire.

Being an urban Johnson County
legislator, | found myself in dis-
agreement with someof Stan’s, and
other western Kansas senators’,
views on issues such as school tax
and school funding. | would be-
come seething with anger when |

thought the Johnson County tax-
payerswerebeing raided again for
more money to fund rural schools.
Ironically, it was Stan who helped
meput thingsin perspectivefor me.
He would explain to me the way
initial positionsarejust that and not
to get overly upset about tax or
school fundingissuesonthebegin-
ninground of action. Hewasalways
honest on how he intended to vote
but would emphasize that making
law was like making sausage: It
woulddramatically changeappear-
ancebeforeit becomesfully ground
up for final delivery.

Stan also demonstrated atrait of
being slow to anger. Not all issues
gotheway hemight havepreferred
but his fight and resolve endured.
After such lost battles, there was
never abitter wordfrom hislipsre-
garding senatorsor representatives

pursing what they believed to be
best for Kansas. Hispleasant smile
after such rare setbacks was much
likethatyoumight seeonafarmer’s
faceafter abad crop season. It'sthe
kind of smile and body language
that saysdroughtsdon’tlast forever
and wewill improvefarming tech-
niques, despite droughts or floods,
to put food on every table.

Like Stan Musial, Senator Stan
"theman” Clark wastruly an hon-
est broker about hismotivesanddid
not take personally the conflicting
views/matives of others. | never
saw him angry and certainly never
heard of any deceptive behavior
fromhim. Henever made promises
he did not fully intend on keeping.
Probably themost uniquequality of
Stanwasthetotal absenceof nega-
tive comment. It did not matter if
you were conservative, liberal,

Living under the ‘Non-Bill of Rights’

The"Non-Bill of Rights’ tofol-
low hascometo my attentionfrom
anumber of e-mailers. Itissuppos-
edly thecreation of astaterepresen-
tative in Georgia. Inasmuch as |
can’t verify the accuracy of the
nameused— | won'’tusethename.
| will passit along as | received it
andif it fitsyour mold, fine, if not,
fine. I'm just a clearinghouse for
thought. —TomDreiling, publisher

Heregoes:

VARTICLE I: You do not have
therighttoanew car, bigscreenTV,
or any other form of wealth. More
power toyou if you canlegally ac-
quirethem, but no oneisguarantee-
ing anything.

VARTICLE II: You do not have
theright to never beoffended. This
country is based on freedom, and
that meansfreedomfor everyone—
not just you! You may leave the
room, turn the channel, express a
different opinion, etc., but theworld
isfull of idiots, and probably always
will be.

VARTICLE I11: You do not have
therighttobefreefromharm. If you
stick a screwdriver in your eye,
learnto bemore careful, do not ex-
pect thetool manufacturer to make
you and all your relativesindepen-
dently wealthy.

VARTICLEIV: You do not have
theright to free food and housing.
Americans arethe most charitable
peopleto befound, and will gladly
help anyone in need, but we are
quickly growingweary of subsidiz-
ing generation after generation of
professional couch potatoes who
achievenothing morethanthecre-
ation of another generation of pro-
fessional couch potatoes.

VARTICLE V: You do not have
the right to free health care. That
wouldbenice, but fromthel ooksof
publichousing, we' rejust notinter-
ested in public health care.

VARTICLEVI: Youdo not have
the right to physically harm other
people. If you kidnap, rape, inten-
tionally maim, or kill someone,
don’t be surprised if the rest of us
want to seeyou fry in the electric
chair.

VARTICLEVII: Youdonot have
the right to the possessions of oth-
ers. If you rob, cheat, or coerce
away thegoodsor servicesof other
citizens, don’'t be surprised if the
rest of usget together and lock you
away in a place where you still
won’'t havetheright toabig screen
color TV or alifeof leisure.

VARTICLE VIII: You do not
havetherighttoajob.All of ussure

want you to have a job, and will
gladly helpyouaonginhardtimes,
but weexpect youtotakeadvantage
of the opportunities of education
and vocational training laid before
you to make yourself useful.

VARTICLEIX: Youdo not have
the right to happiness. Being an
American meansthat you havethe
right to PURSUE happiness, which
by theway, isalot easier if youare
unencumbered by an over abun-
dance of idiotic laws created by
thoseof youwhowereconfused by
theBill of Rights.

VARTICLEX: ThisisanEnglish
speaking country. We don't care
whereyou arefrom, Englishisour

language. Learn it or go back to
wherever you came from!

VARTICLE XI: Youdo not have
the right to change our country’s
history or heritage. This country
was founded on the belief in one
trueGod.Andyet, youaregiventhe
freedomto believeinany religion,
any faith, or nofaith at all; with no
fear of persecution. Thephrase IN
GOD WE TRUST is part of our
heritage and history, and if you are
uncomfortablewithit, TOUGH!

So there you have it, the “ Non-
Bill of Rights.” Soundsgood, but so
do someflavorsoficecream. Feed-
back to td@nwkansas.com.

moderate, libertarian or even athe-
ist; | believe Stanwould pray bless-
ings and wisdom on all of us. He
responded to talk in the back halls
with patience. Heresponded to an-
ger withkindness. Herespondedto
alternative political views with
genuinefriendshipfor thoseaccept-
ing of the gesture.

| think Kansashaslost agreat son
and leader in Stan. | say this not
becausehewasaninfluential Kan-
sas senator, but because he was a
good friend. Many of uswill never
forget the boyish smile he would
gladly bestow onuswhen neither of
us had agood reason to smile.

It isindeed rare that you meet
someone you could say honestly
tried to like everyone he met. For
each of us, inour short allotment of
time on earth, it isindeed rare to
meet a genuine and honest person,
and| believe Stanwasonethat any-
one could say waspulling for them
todotherightthingandreceivefull
and abundant blessings. When God
blesses your life with such ex-

amples, we should thank God for
being patient enough and caring
enough to show us hislove. | will
also try to remember how he
showed couragetodressand beabit
different frommost of usin Topeke
and confidently walk down more
narrow and steep paths. Like Stan
"theman” Musial, StanClark’slife
will alwaysbean exampleof atrue
gentleman!

Baseball awayshasagood end-
ing if you believe the journey is
more important than the outcome.
Although the current outcome i<
toughto accept, Stan hasstarted an
important new assignment. | can't
think of anyone better for the task!
Maybe, knowing Stan, he can
squeeze in aquick prayer or gooo
word for each of us, even for &
grumpy ex-Johnson County politi-
cianslikemel!
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The writer, Clifford Franklin of
Merriam, isa former Sate Repre-
sentative (1994-1999) of the 23rc
District.
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Get in on the debate.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com,

fax (785) 462-7749,

write 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701
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