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President Reagan
glant among leaders

Thepassing of former President Ronal d Reagan marksthe end of
an eraassurely asthefall of the Soviet Union.

Mr. Reagan cameto prominencewith“ The Speech,” an account-
ing of therise of communism and thethreat it posed to freedom.

The Speech catapulted the ex-actor into prominencein Republi-
can party circlesand among conservatives around the nation.

That notoriety in turn led him to run for governor of California,
where despite criesthat he had no political experience, hewon the
raceagainst alegendary veteran pol, Assembly Speaker Pat Brown.

Amassing acredible record as governor, Mr. Reagan becamein
turnaviablecandidateonthenational scene. Heeventually wonthe
Republican nomination and went on to win the presidency.

A creature of the Cold War, he was at home pushing a huge de-
fensebudget and at the sametimetalkingwith Sovietleaders. While
someweresurprised at thefall of communism, theend of the Soviet
empire and thedemise of the Berlin Wall, perhaps Mr. Reagan was
not.

His detractors said he wastoo old, too slow-witted and too con-
servative. Though he campaigned for abalanced budget, he ran up
some huge deficits.

But on hiswatch, the free nations did prevail and the Dark Em-
pirefaded away.

His contemporary, Margaret Thatcher, former prime minister of
Britain and afellow conservative, said of him, that Mr. Reagan has
abetter claimthan anyoneof havingled the FreeWorldtovictory in
the Cold War.

ThelronMaidenwasoneof hischief aliesinthat struggle, which
shenoted, ended in victory without ashot being fired.

Somesaid Mr. Reagan simply spent the Russi ansinto bankruptcy.
Othersimplied that the communist system, which once seemed so
formidable, had rotted fromwithinand woul d havefallen no matter
who had been president.

Hewastheonly union president— heledthe ScreenActorsGuild
— ever to occupy the White House, though the AFL-CIO may not
have supported him much.

Inlater years, theex-president livedinincreasing obscurity ashis
Alzheimer’sgrew steadily worse.

Fromthevantage point of the next century, hisnameharkenstoa
simpler time when Americans knew who the enemy was and who
the good guyswere, atime when Republicans stood for strong de-
fense and smaller government and movie heroes could realize the
American dream.

For a“B” list actor, Ronald Reagan played pretty well. Few on
the stage today could match his stature.

Seve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers
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Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso
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From Adam to exercise

A conversationbetweenAdamandEve(if they
were around today):

Eve: “It'sbeen along and trying day, dear, so
could you maybe take me out to someplace ex-
pensive?’

Adam: “Noproblematall, honey.” Sohetook
her to agas station.

IFYOU have any designs on seeking office
remember that noon Thursday isthe deadlineto
filefor theAug. 3 primary. Wewill haveacom-
pleterundown onwhofiled for what in Friday’s
edition. Thereareracesforminginour immedi-
atebreathing place— ThomasCounty. Andthere
is still aneed for precinct committeemen and
women and township posts also in both the Re-
publican and Democratic parties. Get involved,
filel

I AM outraged at theirresponsibility of some
of thetelevision networksgiving all that freeair
timeto O.J. Simpson on the 10th anniversary of
the murder of hiswife, Nicole Brown Simpson
and her friend Ron Goldman.Although acquit-
ted by ajury in criminal court, he bled from the
pocketbook in civil court. To listen to him talk,
themurdererisstill free(he'srightif youbelieve
likel do). Kind of ashamethat weseek out some-
onelike O.J. and give him apulpit on which to
put his best spin on the anniversary of such a
tragic event. That isan anniversary that should
havecomeandgone...without fanfare. And what
those interviews have done now is reopen the
wounds, and the hate, and refanned the flames
for anew war of words between Simpson and
Nicole'sand Ron’sfamilies. But that, my friends,
ishow they (the networks) do things. They care
little about anything but ratings— and don’t let
themtell youotherwise. They aretrashtelevision
and, quite frankly, are a step or two lower than
the supermarket tabs.

Thumbsdown.

I, LIKE many of you, wanted so badly for

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

Smarty Jonesto win the Triple Crown. If | had
been abetting person, however, | would not have
bet on Smarty Jonestoturnthetrick. Justwasn’t
in the cards. These special horses — Derby,
Preakness, Belmont — like people, feel stress.
They know their purpose. And the last race of
the Triple Crown. islonger than the first two.
Andhadthedistancesbeenequal, Smarty Jones
would have won. | think. Back to the drawing
boards.

827.

PRESIDENT Reagan always knew how to
camtheturbulentwaters. Political, thatis.And
in death he again was able to control the situa-
tion. President GeorgeW. Bushand Democratic
presidential contender Sen. John F. Kerry have
put holdsontheir campaignactivity duringthis
week of mourning the death of President
Reagan, oneof thetruly nice guysinthepoliti-
cal arena. And how niceitisto hear thetributes
paid to President Reagan instead of the politi-
cal hogwash.

JUST areminder that there will be no regu-
lar mail delivery or retail serviceat Kansaspost
offices on Friday as the Postal Service and its
employees honor the memory of former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. Friday has been declared
aNational Day of Mourning.

HOW oldistheGrandpainthefollowinglittle
story?Heidentifieswith thetermsin boldface.

Read on:

Aidswere helpersin the principal’s office.
Chip meant a piece of wood. Har dwar e was
foundinahardwarestore. Softwarewasn’t even
aword.

He camefrom thelast generation to actually
believe that a woman needed a husband to
haveababy.

He belongs to the group they call old and
confused and say thereisageneration gap.

How olddoyouthink theGrandpainthislittle
story is?If youhave an oldmaninmind, youare
infor ashock!”

Hewould be only 58.

LEAVE ituptoMella Here, for theexercise
conscious, isher weekly workout (seeif you can
keep up with this):

Monday — Beat around the bush, jump tc
conclusions, climbthewalls, wadethrough the
morning paper

Tuesday — Drag my heels, push my luck,
makemountainsout of molehills, hitthenail on
the head

Wednesday — Bend over backwards, jump
on the band wagon, run around in circles

Thursday — AdvisethePresident onhow to
run the country, toot my own horn, pull out all
the stops, add fuel to thefire

Friday — Open acan of worms, put my foot
in my mouth, start the ball rolling, go over the
edge

Saturday — Pick up the pieces!!

Sunday — Kneel in prayer, bow my head in
thanksgiving, uplift my hands in praise, hug
someone and encourage them.

Whew! What aworkout! It's enough to tire
oneout for along time!!

GOD Bless & haveaWONDERFUL day!

HAVE agood evening!

*kkk*k

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

Good-bye, Mr. President

Asl writethison Saturday afternoon, thetalk-
ing heads on television are telling us all about
thelifeand legacy of Ronald Reagan, who has
just died at home from complications of
Alzheimer’sdisease.

“TheGreat Communicator,” ashewascalled,
had a profound impact on the course of our na-
tionaswell asthe course of ahigh school senior
from Great Bendwhojoined theNavy thesame
month he was el ected.

It is sometimesforgotten that he had arocky
beginning in office. Stagflation, an unheard of
combination of high inflation and a stagnant
economy had the country initsgrip, 52 Ameri-
canswereincaptivity in Tehranand our military
wasshort on everything, including soldiersand
sailors.

He survived an attempted assassination not
only with stoicism, but also with humor, telling
hiswife that he forgot to duck and his doctors
that he hoped they were all Republicans.

Hefrightened afew peoplewho thought him
awarmonger, but instead wefound himto bea
man of peace who was willing to fight to keep
it. He confronted communism. | remember
cheering ashesaid, at the Brandenburg Gatein
Berlin, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down thiswall.”

| also remember watching the Berlin Wall
comedownin1989whilel wasstill intheNavy.
It wasamomentousevent for ayoung manwho
knew nothing of aworld without the specter of
global war between superpowers capable of
destroying the entire human race many times

Jay Kelley
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over.

There were military failures as well. Beirut
changed all of us. But, so did the victory in
Grenada.

For the first time in a number of years, the
American peoplebelieved in the cause of free-
dom and were willing to sacrifice to make it
cometrue.

Itisthelegacy of Ronald Reagan that coun-
trieslikePoland, L atvia, Estoniaand most of the
rest of the old Eastern Bloc are now free. Re-
cently, one of the young boys at church sang a
little song helearned to hel p him remember the
now free countries that used to make up the
Soviet Union.

Hewill probably never understand the emo-
tion that song bringsto those of uswho fought
intheColdWar. Russiaand her former satellites
till have problems, but they are the problems
of free people.

Hewaswillingto sendtroopsand shipstothe
far corners of the globein defense of freedom,
but he was also willing to sit down with the

|eader of the Soviet Union and agreeto unprec-
edented armsreductions.

Hewas ableto comfort uswhen we endureg
tragedies such astheloss of the shuttle Colum-
biawith all handsbecause hewasmourningtoo
and weknew it.

Cynical politicians could never understand
the hold he had on the American people, but it
wasreally very simple. Hebelievedinusand he
believed in the American dream.

He believed we could accomplish anything.
Hisleadership didn’t stem from some great un-
derstanding of politicsor economics.

Certainly, he surrounded himself with com-
petent people who knew how to give good ad-
vice, but that wasn’t the secret of hisgreatness.
Hewasfirstandforemost aservant of thepeople.

It wassaid hewould never takehiscoat off in
the Oval Officebecausetowork in shirtsleeves
would demean the presidency and that would
demean the people.

It wasthat belief in America, her people and
her principleswhich guided himthroughhislife
and made him great.

He said, “There is nothing wrong with
Americathat together we can’t fix.”

Hewasoneof akind. Wecould useafew more
like him now.

Good-bye, Mr. President.

*kkk*x

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister andwriter who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

5EE, DAD, YOURE THE
L GENERATION WHO DE-
MYGTIFIED PARENTING.

ABGENT THAT AUTHORITY,
WE JUST DON'T NOTICE YOU
THAT MUCH, UNLESS YO

DRAK ATTENTION 70 YOUR-

04 G.B. Trudeau
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HEY, DU~
HELP ME

SURE, YOU FEET TRY




