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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

Tod The Dinosaur ® PR Condron
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Children areinnocent victimsof abuse

DEARABBY: After reading the
letter from the 23-year-old mother
of threewhose husband isverbally
abusivetoher andthechildren, | had
towrite. She said she’'sambivalent
aboutdivorcinghim; she"justwants
himto change.” Shesigned her let-
ter “Crazy in Tennessee.”

You urged her to leave. | abso-
lutely agree. That letter could have
been written about my own family.

| havebeenmarried 14years. My
husband was verbally abusive for
many of those years. He said hor-
rible things to me (including wish-
ing | was dead, etc.) in front of our
three children. He also instigated
argumentswiththechildren—ages
6, 9 and 11 — seemingly just to
make them cry. | finaly filed for
divorce, whichwill befinal inafew
months.

Our 9-year-old has become ner-
vous and sick to her stomach re-
cently. She gets particularly upset
whenher father and| areinthesame
room. | asked what the problemis.
Shesaid: “ It scaresmewhenyouand
Daddy are together. He has been
mad at you for so long, and yelled
so much. I'm afraid that now that
you' re getting the divorce, when
you start fighting he might have a
gun or something.” Imagine how
heartbreaking it wasto hear that!

Pleasetell “ Crazy in Tennessee”
her best bet isto get out while the
children are still too young to have
sustained much damage from the
verbal abusethey’ ve been exposed
to. I only wish | had doneit sooner.

—ALMOST TOO LATE

DEARALMOST TOO LATE:
I"m pleased you had the courage
totakethat important step. Now,
| hope you will waste notimein
taking another one.

Your children will stand a bet-
ter chanceof healingif you'll get
themintotherapy right away, al-
though | am sad to say thereare
no guar antees. Read on:

Abigail
Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: My dad was just
like her husband. For morethan 20
years, literally hoursonend, day in
andday out, I’ dhear, “ You' reugly!
Nogirl inherright mindwouldever
want you!” Asaresult, | am pain-
fully shy around females. Counsel -
ing has hel ped some, but there'sal-
waysthat little voicein the back of
your mind that you hear over and
over for aslong asyoulive.

Whenl lookedforwork, Dadtold
me | wasstupid and would never be
hired or amount to anything. Be-
cause of it, | gave up looking for a
job. I'mworking now, but only be-
cause my mother encouraged me.

| hopefor her children’ssakethat
“Crazy in Tennessee” will find
someone who will treat them all
better. If shedoesn’t, | knowthat her
childrenwill wind up likeme.

— BEEN THERE

DEAR BEEN THERE: Thank
youfor writing. Don’t sell your self
short. That you arefunctioningat
all isatributeto your inner
strength. I'll repeat part of what
| said in my original answer:
Cruel words erode self-esteem
liketheocean eatsaway theshore.
| hope" Crazyin Tennessee” takes
to heart your hard-earned wis-
dom, because even children who
aren’t picked on by theabuser can
emerge from that lifestyle with
“survivor guilt” for notbeingable
tointervene.

I'll quotefrom aletter that ar-
rived from another survivor, a
woman in Wisconsin: “ Abby, the
one who will receive the most
damagefrom that relationship is
the daughter. She will grow up

cravingtheoneand onlythingher
father will never give her — his
approval. And she'll continuetc
try to get it from other men wha
areascruel and withholdingashe
is, becauseshethinkstheir behav-
ior isnormal.”

DEARABBY: | canidentify with
that 23-year-old girl because | hac
asimilar experience. My pride anc
self-confidence were al so crushed.
| felt worthless. After five years, |
took mattersinto my own hands.

Onmy 30thhirthday, | got thebest
gift God could have given me. A
friend and | began dating. | askec
HIM out for our first date (some-
thing 1’d sworn I’d never do). |
haven’tlooked back since. Wewere
married last June.

You wereright, Abby, when you
told“Burned” that her bad rel ation-
ship was alearning experience. |
hope shetakesyour adviceto heart
anddoesn’tletitkeepher down. She
needstotakethat first stepforward.
You never know what you can ac-
complish until you try.

—VERY HAPPY

DEAR VERY HAPPY: Well
said. | would liketo extend that
message: No one ever accom-
plished anything by sitting pas-
sively and waiting for successtc
cometo them. The greatest re-
war dscometothosewhohavethe
couragetostand up, step forward
and taketheir swingsat bat.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren. Write
Dear Abby at www.Dear Abby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, LosAngeles, Ca-
lif. 90069.
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HILARY, YOU AND I ARE GOING TO DO I WATER PARKS, WHAT ABOUT
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE JET'S PILOT IS
MUCH TOO PESSIMISTIC. HE COULD USE AN

ALTITUDE ADJUSTMENT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals B

Bridge Family Circus = Bil Keane
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The bidding: o i
East ~ South  West  North  «Thats g spaghetti picker-upper,
Pass ~ 2NT  Pass 3 NT not a back-scratcher.”
Opening lead — six of hearts.
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should have played the A-K-Q of dia-
monds, in that order.

As it happens, the suit would have di-
vided 3-3, and he would have had nine
trickswithout risking the club finesse.

If thediamondsfailedtobreak, hewould
still have had the club finesse to fall back
on.

By tackling diamondsfirst, South could
havegiven himself two chancesfor thecon-
tractinstead of just one, andwould haveel -
evated his chances from 50 percent to 68
percent.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
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