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Despite spring freeze corn looks good, agronomist says
Area

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN — The corn crop in
Decatur County has sustained some
damage from the May 14 freeze and
the wind.

Brian Olson, agronomist with
Kansas State University Research
and Extension, said the corn did
suffer some freeze damage, but
since the temperatures warmed up
right after that, most of the crop has
pulled through. There has also been
some damage from wind shredding

the leaves that are out on the plant.
The growing point on corn is be-

low the ground, he said, which is
good. On soybeans and sunflowers,
that point is above ground, so those
plants are a little more sensitive.

The corn is at a stage where it
hasn’t yet shot up, he said. It is es-
tablishing the root system below the
ground pretty extensively. In the
next couple weeks, it will start to
gain height if the area has the mois-
ture for it to grow.

Olson said each corn plant uses

four-tenths to five-tenths of an inch
of water a day, especially when it
starts to gain size.

The area doesn’t really have the
subsoil moisture needed to sustain
the crop, he said, but we could get a
good harvest with timely rains. By
timely,  Olson added, he means just
about once a week.

Corn, milo and other crops can
grow with little to no sub soil mois-
ture, he said, if there are timely
rains. That is up to Mother Nature.

Olson said it is still too early to

see any other problems with the
corn crop.

Having little to no subsoil mois-
ture is a problem with sunflowers,
too, he said.

One of the advantages of that
crop is that the plants are able to go
down very deep to get water. If there
isn’t any water in the ground, how-
ever, that advantage is gone.  Grain
sorghum, or milo, he said, is a good
dryland alternative for farmers, but
still it needs water.

“It will be a wait-and-see game

this year,” he said. “Last spring,
there was a good rainfall pattern in
Decatur County and there was a
good wheat crop. The rain shut off
at the end of June, but there was a
pretty good profile left. This year,
there is hardly any soil profile and
it doesn’t seem that Mother Nature
is going to give us a good weather
pattern, but she could.”

Olson said they are planting a test
plot of corn, sorghum and sunflow-
ers. He said if they get anything at
the end of the year, there will be a

tour or they will do something with
it. Typically, he said, corn takes any-
where from 96 to 114 days to ma-
ture.

A lot of people use corn that ma-
tures in 100 to 105 days. The longer
it takes to mature the more water the
plant uses, he said, but the higher
yield. Once the plants are mature,
then they dry down for harvest.

Normally harvest comes in Octo-
ber or November, depending on the
weather and if a field is being cut for
silage or grain.

Stearman Fly-In planned
Saturday and Sunday
By KAREN KRIEN

The Saint Francis Herald
ST. FRANCIS — Those at-

tending the 22nd annual
Stearman Fly-In have begun ar-
riving in St. Francis for the week-
end events.

Many people come early so
they can be up at sunrise to watch
the hot air balloons fly at 7 a.m.
Central Time both Saturday and
Sunday. The takeoffs depend
upon the weather, wind speeds
and forecasts.

The main events start Saturday
morning when Stearman aircraft
(World War II-vintage open-
cockpit, fabric-covered biplanes
powered by radial engines) begin
landing at the Cheyenne County
Airport, south of U.S. 36. They
will be accompanied by other air-
craft, including warbirds and

experimentals. During the two-
day event, there will be tandem
skydives which allows a novice
passenger to share a parachute
jump with an experienced sky-
diver. Both Stearman rides and
tandem skydives are available to
the public, with sign-up at the
west hangers at the airport.

Breakfast and lunch will be
served both days on the airport
grounds. The St. Francis Cham-
ber of Commerce is hosting a bar-
becue in Sawhill Park at 7 p.m.
Saturday. For those who may
need a ride around the airport, the
Chamber will have golf carts and
experienced drivers who will
give rides.

There is no admission fee for
the show. For information, log on
to www.stearmanflyin.org or call
785-332-2251.

Tornado touches down near Dresden Friday
OBERLIN — People in southern

Decatur County spent some time in
basements and storm shelters last
Friday night, with reports of a tor-
nado on the ground north of Dres-
den and moving towards Jennings.

While there was no damage re-
ported, much of Decatur County got
a much-needed rain.

 Oberlin observers generally re-
ported .60 to .70 of an inch, various

reports said.
Thunderstorms formed off the

high terrain in eastern Colorado,
said Meteorologist Dave Floyd
with the National Weather Service
in Goodland.

The upper winds carried the
storms to the east during the even-
ing and the atmosphere was favor-
able to allow the storms to keep re-
generating.

The clouds could be seen in the
distance most of the day. Around 9
p.m., it started to rain and by 9:30
p.m. the lightning which had been
lighting up the western sky started
to roll into Oberlin.

Earlier this week, meteorologists
were still going through the infor-
mation from the storm. Floyd said
around 9:50 p.m., there was a call
in from a Kyle Railroad crew that

there was a tornado on the ground
one mile north of Dresden.

At that time the weather service
put out a tornado warning.  Decatur
County Emergency Preparedness
Director Bert Cool said he sounded
the sirens for Dresden and Jennings.

Floyd said radar did show that the
thunderstorm was capable of pro-
ducing a tornado, though there was
no way to prove it.

He said the one thing radar does-
n’t show is a tornado on the ground.
That is why, said  Floyd, they need
spotters and people to call in be-
cause they don’t know if a tornado
has hit the ground.

Around 10:09 p.m., a call came
in that a tornado had been spotted
two miles west of Jennings.

At that time, the spotter said the
storm was headed east.

The only other tornado reported
that night was in Greeley County,
south of Tribune.

It was on the ground for two min-
utes over open fields, Floyd said,
and didn’t cause any damage.

State begins disaster plan for animals
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Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
Is proud to announce the opening of his dental practice

Offering the following patient dental services:

•   Complete endodontic services (root canal) molar and anterior
       teeth
•   I.V. Sedation for all dental procedures including surgical
       removal of wisdom teeth
•   TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation
•   Comprehensive bite analysis
•   Orthodontics for children and adults
•   Dental Implants: surgical placement and restoration
•   Laser peridontal (gum disease) therapy
•   Esthetic crown and bridge restorations; all ceramic (no metal)
•   Brite Smile and Zoom one hour in-office bleaching (teeth
       whitening)
•   General dental prodecures: cleanings, tooth colored fillings,
       partial dentures, biologic dentures
•   Extensive cosmetic procedures including veneers, bonding,
       smile-lifts, and smile makeovers

1690 W. 4th • Colby • 785-460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

ROUND TRIP TRAVEL 140 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
 1-888-690-7077

462-6999
FAX: 462-3824

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel
CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR
ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR
HAWAII - Air & hotel
LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!!

Ask about AAA, AARP, Senior
& Companion, Corporate

and Government discounts!

• • VACATION SPECIALS • •
From (per adult) $250

$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

No. of nights 4
3
3
5
7
3
3

Max. 45

WORLDWIDE:
Vacation

Packages,
Cruises, Tours,
Groups, Flights,
Hotels, Trains,

Cars

Book your summer
vacation NOW!!

ALL SPECIALS MAY BE FOR
 SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

New System Professional Window
Cleaning

Commercial • Residential650 N. Grant • Colby, KS 67701
Call for your FREE estimate: 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

Serving hundreds of satisfied customers for
over 10 years.  Since 1994.

BIG THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS!!
SERVING NW KANSAS & EASTERN COLORADO!

Chris & Beth Lewon ~ “We do windows!”

FlandersFlandersFlandersFlandersFlanders

GutteringGutteringGutteringGutteringGuttering
“A better

way to go”

Specializing in:
   •  5 inch seamless

guttering
   •  Soffit and Fascia
   •  Windows
   •  Roofing

Call for Spring
Specials!

785-694-2865
785-462-0632

FREE ESTIMATES

New Beginnings
Counseling
Services

Specializing in Children,
Adolescent, Individual,

Marital and Family
Counseling.

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

462-3308 or 866-608-9723

Evening Appointments

Douglas Finley, LMSW

To have your ad placed in the Business
Directory, call Crystal  or Nikki at 462-3963.

Bill & Deb
Mariman

Phone
(785)

460-0460

Cellular
(785)

462-0663

B
O
A
R
D
I
N
G1065 S. Country Club

FINALLY!
Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed

at AFFORDABLE Rates.
Insurance is Underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company

800-783-9417

785-462-7843

Design • Remodel • Installation THE TOOL
BOX

Affordable Granite Countertops
See our samples at Inlow Interiors

• KITCHENS • BATHS •
• CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS •

“Serving Colby and the Area
Since 1984”

Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

Dr. A.J. Warta 25  years of experience as a
 licensed chiropractor

Where you can still get a full-spine adjustment for 1980’s fees!

BC/BS  CAP Provider
Simple Care Provider

Science
and Nature

Working Together
For You!

Monday & Wednesday:
 2:00-7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

415 N. Franklin  •  Colby  •  785-460-3350

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry  •  785-460-7773

STEPHEN R. ALLEN
  CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

is a CPA firm providing tax preparation ser-
vices, bookkeeping, tax planning, financial
statement preparation and consulting.
Steve brings over twenty five years of pub-
lic accounting experience to the community.
For professional and confidential services,

contact Steve at 785-460-0444.
390 N. Franklin Ave

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
While most rescue efforts after a
large-scale disaster focus on hu-
mans, officials from several Kansas
agencies met Wednesday to discuss
a statewide plan to extend the same
kind of emergency help to animals.

The Kansas Animal Disaster Pre-
paredness plan is designed to pre-
pare a statewide network of agen-
cies and volunteers who will fan out
to rescue, feed, quarantine or even
bury animals involved in a disaster.

The team will respond to all types
of emergencies, including natural
disasters, bioterrorism or a wide-
spread animal disease, such as foot-
and-mouth.

It’s based on a program started in
North Carolina after Hurricane
Floyd devastated that state in 1999,
killing millions of poultry, cattle,
swine and pets.

More than 120 veterinarians and
state officials met Wednesday at
Kansas State University with lead-

ers of the North Carolina State Ani-
mal Response Team, the group that
coordinates that state’s animal res-
cue efforts.

While many of the details of Kan-
sas’ plan — including funding —
are not final, it generally expands
plans the state already has for deal-
ing with foreign animal diseases,
said Sheila Dodson, a veterinarian
from Shawnee who serves on a
steering committee developing the
Kansas response.


