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Republished
budget okayed

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby school board found
out the district received more
money from the state for the 2003-
2004 school year then anticipated.
Theboard held apublic hearing on
republishingthe2003-2004 general
fund budget prior to their regular
meeting Monday night.

Theboard received nopublicin-
put on the budget, which was the
reason for the hearing. A public
hearingispart of the budget proce-
dure.

District Financial Officer Jo
DeYoung said the reason why the
budget was republished wasto get
moremoney fromthestate. Shesaid
the district received $6,954 more
for special education because of
high enrollment in the schooal.

“They sent the money last week
so the money’s been received al-
ready,” DeYoung said.

The board approved the repub-
lishing of the budget, which was
published in the Colby Free Press
on Thursday, May 27. Janel An-
drews, an executive assistant with
the school district, said the budget
had to be republished in the paper
beforethe board could approveit.

Grade school and high school
principals Terrel Harrison and
Brian Kraus gave their reports.
Harrison said the grade school is
busy with finishing out the school
year that just ended and getting
ready for thefall.

Kraussaidthey’ real sofinishing
up end of year paperwork at thehigh
school and searching for new vo-ag
and Spanish teachers.

Hesaidtherearetwovo-aginter-
views scheduled but hasn’t yet
found anyone to interview for the
Spanishposition. Thepool, hesaid,
is small but there are options the
school is exploring, including the
visiting teachers from Spain pro-
gram through Emporia State Uni-
versity.

Kraussaid through the program,
Spanish nationals qualified with
teaching credentials come to the
United States and teach. He said
find ateacherishecomingaconcern
because the resignation of foreign
language teacher Vanessa Eicher
camelatein the school year.

Board member asked if ITV
would bepossiblebut Kraussaidit
wouldn’t beavailabletocover al of
the Spanish classes and would re-
quire a teacher to be in the room
with students.

Superintendent Kirk Nielsenalso
gave his report. He said Murray
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80s and 50s

Colby-Oakley-Hoxie

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lowsinthe50s. Northwinds5
to 10 mph. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the upper 80s.
Northeast winds10 mph. Satur-
day night...Partly cloudy witha
20 percent chance of thunder-
storms. Lowsinthe50s. South-
east winds around 10 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs
intheupper 80s. Southwinds5-
10 mph

Thenumbers: Wednesday’s
high, NA; Low this morning,
NA; Recordsfor Junel1l,104in
1918 and 35 in 1903; Year ago
today, 91 and 55; Precipitation
past 24 hours to 8 a.m. today,
0.00; Junetotal, 0.68; Soil tem-
perature, NA

Water use

eThe water produc-
tion for Thursday was 2.454
million gallons.

Water advisories

* Water Watch is3.5 million
galonsfor 3 consecutive days.

e Water Warning is 4.0 mil-
lion gallons for 3 consecutive
days.

* Water Emergency is 4.5
million gallons for 3 consecu-
tivedays.
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You would be
surprised what
some people wear to
school. We don't see
every kid who
comes inthe door.”

Brian Kraus,
high school principal

Roofing is working on the middie
school roof and should be done
soon. Also, he said the work to re-
place the track surface at Dennen
Field should be done beforefall.

Theboardal sodiscussed changes
in the 2004-2005 student hand-
books.

Cellphones at school and disci-
plinary changes at the high school
were two of theissues discussed.

Nielsen said it’s “fair” for stu-
dentsto havethe phoneswiththem
but they needto beturned off. Kraus
said he doesn’t want them in the
high school but said students must
leavethemintheir carsor lockers.

Harrison said they’ ve even been
aproblem at the grade schoal.

Onhighschool discipline, Kraus
said there's been a “significant”
change. Hesaid apoint systemwill
beimplementedthisfall withdiffer-
ent offenses having different point
valuesassigned.

Kraussaid moreseverebehavior
will havemorepointsassigned. He
said he likes it because it’s more
quantifiableand studentswill know
exactly where they stand.

Board member Joel Powell asked
about the dress code and said last
year, heheard commentsthat some-
times students weren't disciplined
for breaking the ruleswhile others
were.

Kraus said the high school staff
sometimes can't catch all the stu-
dents.

“You would be surprised what
some people wear to school,” he
said. “We don’t see every kid that
comes in the doors. The kids are
resourceful. Wetry tobeasconsis-
tent aswecan.”

Theboard a so approvedtheres-
ignationsof Juliann Groomashigh
school band teacher, and theresig-
nations of special education para-
professionals Lacy Dumler, Mag-
gie Dumler and Leigh McHatton
and accompanist Nanette Kraus.

Also approved were the hirings
of charter school instructor Kristen
Vaughn, band andvocal teacher Jill
Nickols and elementary teacher
Krysti Terrel.

Watermelon feed

Dave Dickerson of Missouri and Fred Krebs of Mirriam enjoyed “Bleeding Kansas: Where the Civil War Begain.” The two are
watermelon Thursday night at the Prairie Museum of Art and
History during opening festivities for the Kansas Chautauqua,

reenactors who will be performing during the event, which runs
through Tuesday at the museum.
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Three-way races for 40th District Senate

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Ralph Ostmeyer, Grinnell Re-
publican, Dan Rasure, Goodland
Republican and Tim Peterson,
Monument Democrat arethethree
candidateshopingto earnvoter ap-
proval toclaimthe40th District seat
inthe Kansas Senate.

The seat was held by Sen. Stan
Clark, Oakley Republican, who
was killed in an accident on Inter-
state-70 on May 29inadirt storm.

Ostmeyer and Rasure will battle
it out at theAug. 3 primary.

That winner then faces Peterson
inthe Nov. 2 general election.

Ostmeyer had originally filed to
retain his seat as 118th District
Houserepresentative, but withdrew
toenterthe Sernaterace. Heiscom-
pleting hissecond termintheKan-
sas House.

Rasure is new at politics and
Petersonisthechairman of theFirst
District Democrats.

A Republican Conventionwill be
held Saturday, June19 at 6 p.m. in
Colby at alocation yet to be deter-
minedto sel ect someoneinthe40th
District to serve out the remainder
of Sen Clark’sterm, which expires
in January.

Asof thefiling deadline at noon
Thursday, hereisthelineup:

County commissioner candi-
datesareBert Stramel, Republican,

District 3; Bill Miller, Jr., Republi-
can, District 3; Ken Christiansen,
Republican, District 3; Rosalie
Seemann, Democrat, District 3;
Richard Stefan, Democrat, District
2; Jim Cousins, Democrat, District
2; Paul M. Steele, Republican, Dis-
trict 2.

Sheriff — Republican Mike
Baughn.

County clerk — Tracey Perkins,
Democrat, and Shelly Harms, Re-
publican.

County Attorney — Andrea M.
Wyrick, Republican, and L aurence
A. Taylor, Democrat, are running
for county attorney.

County Register of Deeds —
Maybelle Moore, Republican.

County Treasurer — Donita
Applebury, Democrat.

Township trustees — Barrett
Township Trustee Lyman Bear,
Republican; Barrett Township
Trustee, Tom Wallsmith, Demo-
crat; Kingery Township Trustee,
Robert L. Siruta and Kevin Ryan,
both Republicans; Lacey Township
Trustee, Jerry Baird, Independent,
andVernonL.Roemer, Republican;
North Randall Township Trustee,
Lonnie D. Wilson, Republican;
South Randall Trustee, Jim Fell-
hoelter, Republican; Rovohl Town-
ship Trustee, Wilbur F. Henry, Re-
publican; Smith Township Trustee,
Thomas M. McCarty, Republican;
SummersTownship Trustee, Barry

B. Kaaz, Republican; Summers
Township Treasurer, Everett L.
Theimer, Republican; Menlo
Township Trustee, Jack Steiger,
Republican; MenloTownship Trea-
surer, Susan Guill, Republican;
Wendell Township Treasurer,
Darrel K. Dible, Republican.
Ward committeeman/woman —
Committeewoman Ward 1, Pat
Embree, Democrat, Kathy Myers,
Republican, Cathy Wieland, Re-
publican; Committeeman Ward 1,
Max Embree, Democrat, Stephen
W. Myers, Republican, Scott Wie-
land, Republican; Committee-
woman Ward 2, Judy Kistler, Re-
publican, Peg Tole, Republican,
VeraS|oan, Democrat; Committee-
man Ward 2, Kenneth Frahm, Re-
publican, MauriceS. Sloan, Demo-
crat; Committeewoman Ward 3,
Karen K. Koenig, Republican,
Diane L. Williams, Democrat,
Jeannene B. Brown, Republican;
Committeeman Ward 3, Alvin
Koenig, Republican, Calvin K.
Williams, Democrat, Mike W.
Brown, Republican; Committee-
woman Ward 4, Tracey Perkins,
Democrat, Jerrilee Shuman, Re-
publican; Committeeman Ward 4,
Paul M. Steele, Republican; Com-
mitteewoman Barrett, JOAnne
Goetsch, Republican; Committee-
man Barrett Lyman Goetsch, Re-
publican; Committeewoman East
Hale, Denny Burk, Republican,

Rosalie Seemann, Democrat; Com-
mitteeman East Hale, Ernst G.
Seemann, Democrat, DavidP. Tole,
Republican; Committeewoman
Kingery, LoisE. Starns, Democrat;
Committeeman West Hale, Mike
Baughn, Republican; Committee-
womanNorth Randall, Lori A. Wil-
son, Republican; Committeeman
North Randall, Lonnie D. Wilson,
Republican; Committeewoman
South Randall, Ruth Clark, Repub-
lican; Committeewoman Rovohl,
Shirley L. Bourquin, Democrat;
Committeeman Rovohl, Daniel T.
Bourquin, Republican; Committee-
woman Smith, Joy Meserve, Re-
publican; Committeeman Smith,
Mike Meserve, Republican; Com-
mitteewoman Summers, Melissz
Regier, Republican; Committee-
man Summers, Randal Regier, Re-
publican; Committeewoman East
Morgan, Judith Sears, Democrat,
Tamara Ziegelmeier, Republican;
Committeeman East M organ, John
N. Sears, Democrat; Committee-
woman West Morgan, Cathleen S.
Gordon, Demacrat, Janice Frahm,
Republican, Lisa Schroeder, Re-
publican; Committeeman West
Morgan, Lon R. Frahm, Republi-
can, William V. (Bill) Adams, Re-
publican, Christopher T. Gordon,
Democrat; Committeewoman
Wendell, Kelly R. Riccitelli, Repu-
blican; Committeeman Wendell,
Rob M. Riccitelli, Republican.

Lawsuit against Colby physician by former nurse dropped

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
A lawsuitfiled 18 monthsago by
aformer nurseat CitizensMedical
Center aleging that alocal doctor
caused her emotional stress and
damage has been dropped.
Margaret Ann Staats of Menlo
through her attorney, CharlesWor-
denof Norton, agreedtodismissthe
casewithprejudiceagainst Dr. Vic-
tor Hildyard, afamily practice phy-

sician at Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center.

“With prejudice means that
Staats cannot come back later
against Dr. Hildyard and, in ex-
change, Dr. Hildyard agreed not to
countersue,” saidMikeO'’ Ned , the
doctor’sattorney from Hutchinson.

O’ Nea saidhehad beentryingto
get Worden to sign the motion to
dismiss, butitwasn’t until thecourt
made the order that the matter was

resolved.

The lawsuit also came some six
monthsafter Staatsoriginaly filed
acomplaint of misconduct against
Dr. Hildyard reporting him to
Michael Boyles, then Citizens
Medical Center’s chief executive
officer.

From that report, Hildyard was
suspended and reinstated twice
withthehospital . That ongoing situ-
ationeventually ledtothehospital’s

board of directors suspending his
privilegesindefinitely.

Staat’scivil suitagainst Hildyard
wasalsofiled only weeksbeforean
administrative hearing between se-
lected Citizens Medical Center
board members, amedical attorney,
Hildyard, O’Neal and any wit-
nessesthat could appear to testify.

Thepurposeof theadministrative
hearing, which wasn’t open to the
public, wastoaddressaninjunction

against thedoctor based onthefind-
ingsof apanel asto whether or not
Hildyard would beallowed to con-
tinue seeing hispatients, according
toaFreePressarticleat thetime.

Andat that time, the president of
the Colby hospital board, Vern
Schwankesaidthat theadministra-
tive hearing would only be subject
to grievances from the original al-
legations made by Staats back in
late April of 2002.
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Chautauq uaevents continue
Chautauquaactivities continue on Monday and Tuesday.
OnMonday, BreakfastwithLincolnand Douglasat 7:30a.m.
at StarbucksintheOasisTravel Center. A storyteller for kids
in grades one through four will be at the Prairie Museum of
ArtandHistory at 9a.m. Library lunchwith John Brownand
hisjudgeswill beat 11:30 a.m. at the Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary. A program on the underground railroad in Kansasis
at 1 p.m. at themuseum. “Abolitionist Rhetoricin Pre-Civil
War Kansas” will beat 3p.m. at the Fick Fossil Museumin
Oakley. Evening entertainment startsat 5 p.m. at the Kid-
Tauquatent at the Prairie Museum of Art and history. The
tent show starts at 7 p.m. with entertainment by the
McL emoreFamily andat 7:30p.m., DavidAtchisonwill take
the stage. On Tuesday, June 15 Breakfast with Atchisonand
Brownwill take placeat 7:30 a.m. at Starbucksinthe Oasis
Travel Center. A Kidsand Kaboodleprogramat 9a.m. atthe
museumwill beon* FollowingtheGourd” for kidsingrades

onethrough four. At 10 am. aprogram will be offered on
“Sound onthe Goose” with David DickersonintheFireside
Lounge at Colby Community College. A children’swork-
shop onAbraham Lincolnisscheduled for 1 p.m. at Pioneer
Memorial Library. TheSweet Adelineschoruswill perform
at 7 p.m. and thetent program starting at 7:30 p.m. will fea-
ture John Brown.

Benefit garage sale
Therewill beabenefit garageand bakesalefrom8a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday, June 19 at 1280 W. Sixth. Proceeds will
benefit Kristi Pollonais, the daughter of Rich and Judy Epp.
Kristi hasbeen hospitalized and undergonesurgery for astaph
infectioninher knee. Proceedswill helpKristi withmedical
billsand other expenses. If youwouldliketodonateanitem,
please contact Mike and Jeanette Fortkamp at 460-0352.

Commissioners to meet
The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.

Monday at the courthouse. Itemsonthe agendainclude Dan
O’ BrienfromtheNorthwest AreaResearch-Extension Cen-
ter with a2005 budget request.

Video concert at Colby Wesleyan

Gaither video concertswill return to the Colby Wesleyan
Church this Sunday evening. This Sunday’s concert will

beginat 6 p.m.andwill featureBill and GloriaGaither’s90-
minute concertinAtlantacalled “ Colorado Homecoming.”

Cemetery mowing starts Friday
Officiasat Beulah Cemetery in Colby arereminding ev-

eryonewho may havefloral or other types of arrangements

on thegroundsto remove them by Sunday. Theonly excep-

tionwould beitemsattached to the headstones. The purpose
for removing the itemsis so that the caretaker, Paul Baird,

can resume mowing.
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