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Extension center asks
for budget Increase

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sionersheard abudget request from
Dan O’ Brien of the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center at their
meeting Monday morning.

O’ Brien submitted a proposal
requesting $109,000 for the exten-
sion station.

“Wearefulfilling our obligation
toyou,” hesaid, adding hewasget-
ting therequest in early.

Last year, theextensionfarmre-
ceived $105,000 from the county.

O’ Brien said this year Kansas
State University is giving them

threepercent moremoney thanlast,
anorder that camedownfrom Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius.

“We're getting some help from
Kansas State University,” O’ Brien
said.

O’ Brien said the county’ sexten-
sion office is getting by with one
agent right now but they might be
able to hire extra help in afew
monthswhen he finds out what K-
State’s budget will be.

“I"'mgladtoseeK-Stateisgiving
alitttemoremoney,” said commis-
sioner Ron Evans. “ Thisisencour-
agingin that respect.”

Commissioner Glen Kersen-

brock said the budget request was
“reasonable” and the county’s ex-
tension resources are doing agood
job.

O’ Brien said some costs have
gone up, like the contribution to
employee insurance and they’ve
hadtodeal withincreasinggasoline
pricesbut hesaid that wasto be ex-
pected.

Thecommissionersalsoaskedag
extension agent Joe L eibbrandt
how fair preparations are coming
aong.

“Everything'singood shape,” he
said, adding he has some summer
help and that is an asset.

Fair board looks at repairs,
advertising at recent meeting

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Advertising for thefair was one
of the items on the agenda at the
Thomas County Fair Board meet-
ing Thursday night.

Board member Liz Strand said
the advertising committee has met
aready andisworkingonadvertis-
ing and getting sponsorship for the
fair, through both spotson thewall
of support and also selling arena
bannersto hanginthearenaduring
therodeo and fair races.

“They’ve started talking to

people aready,” Strand said, add-
ing fair preparations are right on
track. “1 think it'srolling along all
right.”

Strand saidthey al sotalked about
the damage to the newly re-sided
horse barn last month.

Shesaidit’sgoingtocost $551to
repair thedoorsand Colby Commu-
nity Collegeis paying for the re-
pairs.

At aspecia meeting last month,
board president Stan Strange said
they found out who damaged the
horse barn last month.

He said the board suspected it
was a member of the Colby Com-
munity College rodeo team who
had backed into thedoorsand head
rodeo coach Allen Russell con-
firmedit, althoughhewasn’tableto
track down the person responsible.

Strand said the barn wasn't the
only building discussed.

Theroof onthenew bathroomsat
the fairground will have to be re-
placed because of damagefromre-
cent storms.

“It was pretty much ripped a-
part,” shesaid.

Republican convention Saturday

A specia Republican party con-
ventionwill beheld Saturday at the
Cultural Arts Center on the Colby
Community College campus in
Colbytoselectatemporary replace-
ment to fill state Sen. Stan Clark’s
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70s and 50s

Colby-Oakley-Hoxie

Tonight...Thunderstorms
early in the evening. Lowsin
the50s. Northeast winds10-20
mph. Friday...Partly cloudy.
20 percent chancefor thunder-
storms.

Highsin the 70s. Southeast
winds 10-20 mph. Friday
night...Partly cloudy. 40 per-
cent chancefor thunderstorms.
Lowsinthe50s. Saturday...-
Chance of thunderstorms.
Highsinthelow 70s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’shigh, 73

Low thismorning, 54

Precipitation June 14-15,
0.95

Precipitation June 15-16,
0.52

Junetotal, 2.21

Soil temperature, 72

Thesources:

Theforecast isfromthe Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sionCenter, Colby. A recorded
forecast updated throughout
the day isavailable by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current tem-
peraturesareavailableby call-
ing 460-TEMP.

Water use

e June 14 =3.220 mil. gal.

e June 15=1.326 mil. gal.

*June16=1.589 mil. gal.

Water advisories

»Water Watchis3.5million
gallonsfor 3 consecutivedays.

» Water Warning is4.0 mil-
lion gallons for 3 consecutive
days.

» Water Emergency is 4.5
million gallonsfor 3 consecu-
tivedays.

40th District Senate Seat. Registra-
tionstartsat 5:15p.m. andthemeet-
ingwill beginat 6 p.m. Theconven-
tionisopento the public.

Clark, 49, was killed Saturday,
May 29, when his car was rear-

ended by atractor-trailer on Inter-
state-70 during adust storm.

Theaccident happened approxi-
mately nine miles east of Oakley
when the dust storm reduced vis-
ibility.

Another time
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tory.

Mandy Edmundson of Colby portrayed Mochi, a Native American woman who survived the Sand
Creek Massacre, during reenactments given by youth Tuesday under the Chautauquatent. The
children, who attended the Youth Chautauqua Camp starting last Thursday through Tuesday,
all gave performances of various historical figures from the time when Kansas was still a terri-

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Time marches on once again at community building

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A lot of things happen at the
Colby Community Building.

Even keeping track of thetime.

Thelargeclock onthefront of the
structure, enabled for a couple of
years, isback doingitsthing, thanks

to severa people.

TheColby Community Building
manager Ryan Sturdy said mainte-
nance staff members at the facility
Larry Diltsand Kyle McLaren re-
paired the clock, returning it to
working order for thefirst timein
several years.

They also received help from
Dick Snider.

He said it took a while to get
things going because they lacked
the parts and knowledge needed to
fix thetimepiece.

“1t’ ssomething we' vewanted to
fix for awhile,” Sturdy said.

“We had to get a couple of new
partsforitand putit back together.”

Once the parts were in hand, it
only took several hours to do the
repairs.

“Itwasafairly lengthy processto
findthe partsand get theequipment
we needed,” hesaid.

Sturdy said broken gearsstoppec
the motor-clock mechanism from
working.

He said they put in anew motor
and bearings.

TheColby Community Building
is once again keeping track of the
time.

Car bomb blows up in crowd killing 35, wounding 138

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A
sport-utility vehicle packed with
artillery shellsblew up today in a
crowd of people waiting to volun-
teer for thelragi military, killing at
least 35 and wounding 138.

The explosion in Baghdad was
the latest in a surge of attacks on
U.S. coalitionforcesandtheir Iraqi
allies ahead of the transfer of sov-
ereignty to Iragison June 30.

The blast scattered bodies and
debris across a four-lane highway
outside Baghdad's Muthanna air-
port, whichisused asabaseby both
the Iragi Civil Defense Corps and
the U.S. military. The explosion
could be heard for milesand sent a
cloud of smoke over thecity.

NoAmericanor Iragi troopswere
injured, U.S. Army Col. Mike
Murray said today.

Many of thevictimshadjust got-
tenoff abusat about 9a.m., Murray
said. About 100 volunteers were
trying to enter therecruiting center
when the sport-utility vehicle
crashed into the crowd, said Capt.
Hani Hussein of thelragi Civil De-
fense Corps.

“We were standing waiting for
our turntoregister,” Rafid Mudhar
told TheAssociated Pressfrom his
hospital bed in Karama Hospital.
“All of asudden, we heard big ex-
plosion and most of those standing
fell ontheground including me.”

Hesaid hewasunconsciousfor a

while, then managed to reach a
nearby ambulance.

Bloody bodies covered in dust
werescattered aroundtheblast site.
One dead man lay prostrate in the
center of ahighway median.

Iraqi security forcestriedto help
theinjured asblood-soakedvictims
were loaded into ambulances and
cars. U.S. troopsmilled around the
scene.

At least one artillery shell could
beseenlyingontheroad. Insurgents
in Irag often fashion bombs out of
artillery shells and other military
ordnance. Health Ministry official
Saadal-Amili saidat|east 35 people
died and 138 wereinjured.

Surrounded by Western security

guards and Iragi police, interim
PrimeMinister lyad Allawi visited
the scene of Thursday’s blast and
describeditasa“ cowardly attack.”

“Wearegoingtofacetheseesca
lations,” hesaid. “Thelragi people
aregoingtoprevail andthegovern-
ment of Iraqi is determined to go
ahead in confronting the enemies,
whether they are here in Irag or
whether they are anywhere elsein
theworld.”

Yas Khudair, a member of the
Iragi Civil Defense Corps, said all
thevictimswere" poor people”’ who
“wanted to volunteer to support
their families.”

British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw said the string of recent at-

tackswould not affect thehandover
of sovereignty.

“The terrorists used to justify
their terror sayingit wasagainst the
occupation. The occupation is go-
ingtoendin 12 daystime; now the
terroristsappear to betryingto stog
the transfer of power to the Iraqi
people themselves.

“Weandthelraqgi peoplewill not
be deterred. Thetransfer of power
will takeplace. Iragiswill takecon-
trol of their lives.”

Anexplosionnexttoaconvoy of
water trucks killed one Hungarian
soldier and wounded another today
40milesnortheast of theHillah base
south of Baghdad, the Hungarian
Defense Ministry said.
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her knee. Proceeds will help Kristi with medical bills and

City to begin street work

Colby city crewswill begin chip sealing streetson Tues-
day starting at 9 a.m., said Gerry Bieker, director of public
utilitiestoday. Motorists are also being asked to remove all
vehiclesfrom the following streets before 9 am. Thosein-
cludeSmith Drive; Fifth Street (from Smith DrivetoWalker
Avenue); Avenue (from Webster Street to College Drive);
Pine Street (from Range Avenue to Country Club Drive);
CollegeDrive(from RangeAvenueto Country ClubDrive).
For questions, call thePublicWorksDepartment at 462-4420.

Colby College pool notes changes

Officialsat the Colby Community Collegeswimming pool

are reminding everyone about summer hours and recent
changesintheopen swimming hours, said Debbie Schwanke.
They are: lap swimming Monday through Friday from 5:30
to7am.and11:30a.m.to 1 p.m.; open swimming: Monday
through Friday from 4 to 6 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday

from1to3p.m.

Wheat harvest office open

The Colby wheat harvest officeis open for the 2004 sea-
son. Roger Hale, who runsthe office, said they areat anew
location and have anew phone number thisyear. The office
is at the east end of the Oasis Travel Center this year. For
information, call the new number at 460-0800.

Bowhunters hosting shoot

Northwest Kansas Bowhunters will host a 3D fun shoot
Sunday, June20 at thearchery range, whichis1/4 milenorth
of Colby on Franklin. Starting timeis 1 p.m. Cost is$8 for
adults, $5for children. Call Gordon Rasmussen at (785) 462-
6524 for moreinformation.

Benefit garage sale Saturday

Therewill beabenefit garageand bakesalefrom8a.m.to
5p.m. Saturday, at 1280W. Sixth. Proceedswill benefitKristi
Pollonais, thedaughter of Richand Judy Epp. Kristi hasbeen
hospitalized and undergone surgery for astaphinfectionin

other expenses. If you would like to donate an item, please
contact Mike and Jeanette Fortkamp at 460-0352 or Karen
Merryman at 460-9077.

Donations sought for fireworks

The Colby KiwanisClubisreminding all businessesthat
it's once again looking for “shell” sponsorsto defray costs

onthisyear’sfireworksdisplay. All $20 shell donationswill
go toward the celebration. If interested, call the Thomas
County/Colby Chamber of Commerce at 460-3401.

Water garden tour planned

The Northwest Kansas Transition Council will have &
water garden tour in the Colby areaon July 10. Ticketswill
beavailableJune23with purchasel ocationsannounced | ater.

The event will raise funds for projects for the 2004-2005
school year. Theprojectswill assist at-risk studentsand dis-
abled northwest K ansas studentsin preparing for post-sec-
ondary training, employment and independent living.
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