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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F SOMEONE SWIPED
A WHOLE LOT OF HAMBURGERS, WOULD HIS
GETAWAY BE A PATTY WAGON?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals I
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ BRIEFLY ATTEMPTED
OPENING A SCISSOR-MANUFACTURING
FACTORY, BUT IT DIDN'T CUTIT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals R

Crossword
ACROSS 45 Singer 3 Adam’s 25 Resinous
1 Starta Clay ale substance
garden 47 E.T’s 4 Rum 26 Prior to
4 — canto craft cake 28 Exploit
7 Unsocial 48 Citric 5 Relocator 30 Detergent
12 IRS quaff ofa name
employee 52 Little sort 31 Interlaken
13 “Little louse 6 Type of interjec-
Women” 53 Pirogue’s poetry tion
woman cousin 7 Liniment 32 Shad
14 Urban 54 Of course target product
dwelling 55 Magnon 8 Tennis 33 1962
15 0n preceder ploy movie,
pension 56 One of 9 Insepa- “— Man
(Abbr.) the bases rable Answers”
16 Pop type 57 Con- 101t 36 Falco
18 Exist gealed may be of “The
19 Nimble 58 Yon written to Sopranos’
20 Section maiden someone 37 Fiddle
22 Nipper’s 11 Backing follow-up?
old boss DOWN 17 Family 40 Approves
23 Capri, for 1 Argument 21 Pilferage 42 Party
one 2 Phan- 23 PC beverage
27 Shade tom’s pictures 43 Blazing
29 Fruity entertain- 24 Messy 44 Engine
drink ment home 45 Pushing
31 First sign 90,
of spring Solution time: 25 mins. maybe
34 Rolls’ ATETCEl TwTATvEmc ATrTe) 46 Fit
partner R|E AIR @) Li.A R|E|A snugly
35 AM. clalC|z[o[N]E[SIL[A|N][A inside
stimulant [EME[o/Nlc[A[L[1]8[E[R] 48 Calendar
37 Quarter- g CT) g o %E abbr.
back aTuTalc alalal 49 “Co,
Marino AlRIR[A LIAIm team!”
38 Passion i? P |cla[r[B] 50 Singer
39 Buck’s CIA|LIUIMIE|TEgBIUIM DiFranco
mate O[V|U[M C|A|L[O|R|I]|E|S 51 Postal
41 Unwanted 2\(/)\/2 $ ﬁ 8 i ﬁl'; E 3 Creed
e-mail word

Yesterday’s answer 6-18

2 3

5

6

8

10

48

53

56

Bridge
Bidding Quiz

YouareSouth, bothsidesvulnerable. Thebidding
has been:
South West North East

1S Pass 2H Pass

2S Pass 3C  Pass

?

What wouldyou bid now with each of thefol low-
ing four hands?

1. SKJI8742H 643D K7CAQ

2.SKQ9542H —DA83CKQ74

3.SKQJ1093H J6 D 5CAJ62

4.SAJ7652H 398D 10 CAQ9

* k%

1. Three hearts. Partner undoubtedly has agood
hand, since he has madetwo forcing bids, but cau-
tion is needed to reach the best contract. Only twc
bids can be considered — namely, three heartsand
three notrump.

Threenotrumpisruled out becauseyour diamond
stopper istenuous, and because partner appearsto
beangling for asuit contract. Your heart support is
not robust, butitisadequate considering that North
issureto havefiveor six hearts.

2. Fiveclubs. Handsriseandfall invalue, depend-
ingonpartner’shids. Thus, theinitial two-heart bid
took alot of wind out of your sails, but the three-
club bid has added to your hand'soriginal value.

Toraiseto four clubs now would beinadequate.
Thiscouldall tooeasily beread asaforced response
to partner’sforcing bid of threeclubs. Now that the
club fit has been discovered, you have much more
than a minimum opening bid, and the best way tc
indicatethissuddenimprovementistojumptofive
clubs.

3. Four spades. Gameinspadesispractically cer-
tain, asit isdifficult to imagine losing four tricks
opposite whatever partner has to contribute. Your
spadesareplayableastrumpevenif partnerisvoid,
so showing your club support isunnecessary.

4. Four hearts. This hand, with 12 high-card
points, isfar morepromisingfor gamepurposesthan
HandNo. 1, withits13 points. Thedifferenceisone
of fit.

In the first hand, you started with a minimum
opening bid, and it pretty much stayed that way
throughout. You therefore did nothing more than
show apreference for hearts. But here, with better
heart support, and especially becauseof your single-
tondiamond, your handisnolonger intheminimum
class. A jump-preference is consequently used to
expressthese additional values.

Tomorrow: Activeor passive defense?.
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South dealer.

North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
MK Qo6
¥ A
®90753
] 9543
WEST EAST
@ Js54 @S A 1082
Y973 Y852
®J862 ®*AQ104
Q82 10 7
SOUTH
@» 9o 73
YKQJ1064
* K
A K o6
The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ Pass 2 & Pass
3@ Pass 3 NT Pass
4 ¥
Opening lead — two of diamonds.

Activeor Passive Defense?

Itisoften difficult to choose between active and
passive defense. Every deal hasits own character-

ACROSS 35 Hardly 2 Crazy 26 Easily
1 Sans reticent 3 Stead counted
exclusion 36 Web site 4 Heart 27 Beatles’
4 Factor in info 5 “Let’s adjective
Einstein’'s 37 Spotted Make 28 Priestly
formula 38 Catch-22 - vest-
8 Help a 45 In due 6 P. Diddy, ment
hood course really 29 “Partridge
12 Miss 46 Green 7 Hide the Family”
Piggy, land truth cast
self-refer- 47 Stocking 8 Choral member
entially stuffer section 31 Dead
13 Concept 48 Bedazzle 9 Admirer give-
14 Cordelia’s 49 Bedframe 10 Have away?
pop part coming 32 Bryn —
15 Lemieux 50 Chang’s 11 Walked all University
milieu closest over 34 Long
16 Campus kin 19 Actor March
VIP 51 No. 1 Nolte leader
17 Poi base 52 “Not — 20 Same old 35 Party
18 1957 knowl- same-old atmo-
Perry edge” 23 Haggard sphere
Como hit 53 Existed heroine 36 Helsinki
21 Under the 24 Remu- populace
weather DOWN neration 37 “Get
22 Clear the 1 Sheik’s 25 Blackjack outta
tables peer part here!”
23 The final . . . 38 Expansive
frontier Solution time: 27 mins. 39 Digging
26 Adipose E|L A 40 Master-
tissue "I" ; . E stroke
27 Hula aliTile 41 Barn’s
hoop, Rlcla neighbor
e.g. T[a[R| 42 Ball of
30 Cabbie Y|C[E yarn
31 Command D] 43 Dogpatch
to Fido [ S na hyena
32 Guy ElaD N 44 Part of
33 Ogle iy E cIrR|O Sam-I-
34 Persian’s s|E HIE[R Am’s
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Family Circus = Bill

Keane

istics, and, eventhough genera rulesarefrequently
helpful, themost reliableguideusually isplaincom-
mon sense.

Assumeyou’ reEast and partner |leadsadiamond
against South’sfour-heart contract. Whenyou play
the ace, declarer produces the king, obviously &
singleton.

If you decide to defend passively, you return &
diamond at trick two. Declarer ruffs, leadsatrump
to dummy, aclub to hisace and continueswith twae
morerounds of trumps. Hethen playstheking and
another club.

West wins with the queen, but, whatever he re-
turns, theonly other trick your sidescoresistheace
of spades. So South makesthecontract, losingonly
aspade, adiamond and aclub.

Thisisapredictable outcomeif you play adia-
mond at trick two. You can’'t expect West to take
morethanoneclubtrick onthebidding, soyour only
realistic hopeisto scoretwo spadetricks.

Tothat end, your best shot isto lead alow spade
from the A-10-8-2 at trick two in an effort to kill
dummy’s entry to the clubs. Thisis clearly atime
for activedefense, eventhoughit presupposesthat
your partner has the jack of spades. This assump-
tionis not far-fetched, and it isunlikely to do any
harmif you' rewrong.

Intheactual case, your low spadeplay at trick twa
iseminently successful. Declarer ultimately |oses
two spade tricks, a diamond and a club to finish
down one.
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“This is our weighting room.”
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“See? Sleepin’ makes Daddy’s
whiskers grow.”




