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Need for mental health clinic growing; budget may increase

By TOMBETZ
The Goodland Star-News
GOODLAND — Sherman
County commissioners talked
about increasing the budget for the
regional High PlainsMental Health
Center after hearing an update on
operations at their meeting last
Tuesday.
Thecommissionersdiscussedthe
budget for mental health after the
presentation, and agreed to try to
raise it from $30,000 to $40,000
next year. The money comes from
thespecial health servicessal estax.
Walt Hill, executive director of
the regional agency, which serves
all of northwest Kansas, told the
commissioners the organization
handled about 5,000 clients last
year. Sherman County saw ajump
of about 8 percent in cases, from
26910 310intheyear.
Accompanying Hill were Mary
Pat Bowman, executivedirector of
Golden West Community Center

and president of the High Plains
advisory board, and Tracy Hillmer,
director of the Goodland clinic.

Hill said with the cuts in state
budget, the agency has been in-
creasing fees. Last year, feesmade
up 49 percent ($3.8 million) of to-
tal income and state aid had fallen
to 7 percent ($556,426). The coun-
ties provide another 7 percent
($556,184) and thefederal govern-
ment provides31 percent ($2.4 mil-
lion) through the Mental Health
Reform programs.

Hesaid thecounty shared hasre-
mained pretty constant, withaslight
increase over the past three years.
Hill asked that the commissioners
maintain their contribution in next
year’sbudget.

To give them an idea of where
they fitinthe20-county region, Hill
handed out abreakdown of thebud-
get by county and by population.
Sherman County ranked near the
bottom, below other counties of

Presumption of Death
new mystery at library

From “LINK,” Page 3

The Amateur Marriage shows
how abruptly eventhe most boring
life can go wrong. As usual, Tyler
providesenough humor tokeepthe
reader going through what at times
seemsoverwhelming. It makesfor
agood summer read.

Finaly, if youwant alittle mys-
tery in your life, try reading Pre-
sumption of Death by Perri O’ -
Shaughnessy, described asastylish
Californiathriller. Theplot centers
around attorney Nina Reilly, on
leavefrom her Lake Tahoepractice
and onaromantic getaway withher

boyfriend. Sincenothingever stays
camandrelaxingfor Nina,itcomes
asno surprisethat thisretreat turns
into an investigation she simply
cannot pass up. The son of an old
friendisaccused of arson and mur-
der at thehunt begins. Ninabelieves
in hisinnocence evenif hisalibi is
ahit shaky andall theevidencedoes
point to him.

Presumption of Death is the
author’seighth novel starringNina
Reilly and sort of demands to be
read in onesitting.

For moreinformation contact the
library at 462-4470. We look for-
ward to serving you.

similar size. The state average per
person is $7.86 while the High
Plains area averages $5, he said.

Hill said becauseof statecuts, the
mental health board was asking
Ellisand Trego countiesto restore
their contributionstothelevel they
had in 1999.

A chart Hill handed out shows
that Sherman County taxpayerspay
about 8 percent of thetotal cost for
handling clients in the county.
Sherman County handlesabout 7.5
percent of the total regional
caseload. Hill saidtheclientfeesare
helping, but it isimportant to keep
the county money to keep door
open.

Hesaidtheorganization hasbeen
using teleconferences to reduce
travel costs, and they have a new
“respite center” in Hays.

He said about 25 percent of the
clients are children, but thereisa
growing number of older clients
becauseof theretirement ageand he

seesthisas agrowth area. He said
they expect to seeashift of popula-
tion, especially along I-70, withan
increasein the older population.
Bowman and Hillmer said the
Goodland clinic can provide criti-
cal incident debriefing, andthat this

isafreeserviceto emergency, law
enforcement people and schools.
Hillmer said she has been training
for thisservice.
CommissionersMitch Tiedeand
KevinRasuretold Hill they had not
heard any complaintsabout theser-

viceat theGoodlandclinic, andthat
it wasgood to seeit well staffed.

L ater, thecommissionersagreec
they could try to increase the bud-
get from $30,000 to $40,000 next
year. That will be part of thebudget
discussionsin July and August.

Four people killed in plane crash

GREAT BEND (AP) — Four
people were killed when a single-
engine plane crashed during a se-
verethunderstormlateWednesday
night, Barton County Sheriff Buck
Causey said.

He said the plane took off from
the Great Bend Airport, but he did
not know its intended destination.
It crashed about 11:30 p.m. in a
wheat field about two miles south-
west of Great Bend, thesheriff said.
He said people living in the area
reported hearing aplanecomeover

It'll be acouple of days before we know

what happened here.”

— Sheriff Buck Causey

their house at treetop height.
Causey’s department began
searching for the aircraft after get-
tingword about 4:30a.m. Thursday
that the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration had lost contact with it the
night before. A resident of thearea

discoveredthecrashsiteabout 7:45
a.m. The sheriff said the victims,
two men and two women, had not
been positively identified.

“1t'1l be acouple of days before
we know what happened here,”
Causey said.

Happy Father’s Day

Bring Dad in for
Dinner and get $3 off
any Large Pizza

Offer Good June 16th thru June 20th
980 S. Rang’e . Coll)y, KS - 785-462-8206

you’re on the right track in the CLASSIFIEDS!

SEEKING

relationships preferred.

T

695 Halligan Dr. «

MOTORCYCLES

Two-wheeled legends from Milwaukee area seek spirited

individuals for long rides toward the horizon and
spontaneous, fist-pumping adventure. Long-term
Individuality Required. Now you
can buy an all New 2004 Harley-Davidson motorcycle for a

low rate of 4.99%* APR

Budke's Harley-Davidson

800-532-0029 / 308-532-4339
info@budkeshd.com .

This offer limited to product in stock along with H-D Extended Service Plan
and up to 6 months. Approved credit required. Offer ends June 30, 2004.

OWNERS

North Platte, NE

www.budkeshd.com
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Reach over 13,000 homes
weekly with our
Colby Free Press/Country

To have your ad placed in the Business

Directory, call Crystal at 462-3963.

{1114 main, Gem {?BE} -'1-'52' 35{.'!1

e Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured ¢ Careful & Prompt
Service ¢ Late Model Bucket Truck ¢ Free Estimates!

gvanced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry e 785-460-7773

Karen’s Pet
Sitting Service
Karen Davis i# A

At
home
pet care
service

b

785-462-7188

New BEGINNINGS
Counseling
SERVICES

Douglas Finley, LMSW
Specializing iN CHildren,

Adolescent, Individual,
MaRriTAl ANd Family
Counseling.

422 Swith Drive

Colby, KS 67701
462-3%08 or 866-608-9727

EVENING APPOINTMENTS

=Karen's Pet Salon—=

at the Dog House

1065 Country
Club Dr.

Contact
Karen:

Ph: 443-1182
or 462-6753

FLANDERS
GUTTERING

“ A better
way to go”

SPECIALIZING IN:
* 5inch seamless
guttering
o Soffit and Fascia
* Windows
* Roofing

CALL FOR SPRING
SPECIALS!

785-694-2865
785-462-0632
FREE ESTIMATES

See Our SamplesAt Inlow Interiors!

“Serving Colby and the Area
Since 1984”

785-462-7843

Kitchens & Baths

CUSTOM CABINETS, GRANITE,
SOLID SURFACE & FORMICA
COUNTERTOPS

Certified Fabrication & Instalation

THE TOOL
BOX

[
Bill & Deb [
Mariman

Phone
(785)
460-0460

Cellular
(785)
462-0663
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1065 S. Country Club
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1\1011(Jay & We(lnesday:
2:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.
Tuesday, Tl}ursclay & Fri(lay
10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m.

Where You Can Still Get A Full - Spine
Adjustment for 1980’s Fees!

Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

415 N. Franklin - 785-460-3350
“Science & Nature

Worlzing Togetl'ler
For You."

Dr. AJ. Warta
BC/BS CAP Provider

5 years ol experience as a

licensed c]ﬁropractor

STEPHEN R. ALLEN

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
is a CPA firm providing tax preparation ser-
vices, bookkeeping, tax planning, financial
statement preparation and consulting.
Steve brings over twenty five years of pub-
lic accounting experience to the community.

For professional and confidential services,
contact Steve at 785-460-0444.

390 N. Franklin Ave

FINALLY!

Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed

at AFFORDABLE Rates.

Insurance is Underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company

800-7/83-9417

New System §

650 N. Grant « Colby, KS 67701

._ Professional Window

Call for your FREE estimate; 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735
Serving hundreds of satisfied customers for
over 10 years. Since 1994.

BIG THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS!

SERVING NW KANSAS & EASTERN COLORADO!

Cleaning

Commercial = Residential

Chris & Beth Lewon ~ “We do windows!”’

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel

CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR

ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR

HAWAII - Air & hotel

LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

ALL SPECIALS MAY BEFOR
SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE

= ROUND TRIP TRAVEL

@ SAN FRANCISCO TOUR - SEP. 16-21
FLY FROM DENVER - $1635 PP DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

e+ VACATION SPECIALS ¢ ¢
From (per adult) $250
$505

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! ~ Ask about AAA, AAR Senior
susteer 70 AvalLasiLiTy, WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

140W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
1-888-690-7077
462-6999
FAX: 462-3824

WORLDWIDE:
Vacation
Packages,
Cruises, Tours,
Groups, Flights,
Hotels, Trains,
Cars

No. of nights 4

$450
$1,050
$1,500
$740
$700
$359
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Max. 45

& Companion, Corporate
and Government discounts!
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» Truck Lettering
» Vinyl Decals

» Window Graphics
» Banners

» Pinstriping

785-462-3981

nyl Graphics & Signs

» Store Front Signs
» Sandblasted Signs

» Backlit Awnings

» Tent Rentals

» Boat Tarps & Graphics
Business & Residential

COLBYCANVAS CO.

graphics@st-tel.net

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

REE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems




