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Couple’s pre-nup sparks grief
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I am engaged
to be married in six months. My
fiance, “Ken,” has presented me
with a prenuptial agreement. We
have been together for 5 1/2
years. I am 35 years old, and this
may be my only shot at having
my own family. I love Ken and
want to spend the rest of my life
with him.

I have shown the agreement to
two attorneys. Both told me that
it is one-sided. If the marriage
should end I will not be entitled
to anything, and I will be noth-
ing more than a live-in girlfriend.

I am so confused. I tried to dis-
cuss it with Ken, but he is very
stubborn about the wording and
insists that it should remain.

I have no one to confide in be-
cause I don’t want my family and
friends to know. Please help me.

— EMBARRASSED IN
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.

DEAR EMBARRASSED: A
man who loves the woman he’s
about to marry should be will-
ing to ensure that she is treated
fairly. You should not be faced
with being penniless if the mar-
riage doesn’t work out.

Unless a compromise can be
worked out that is fair to both
of you, you should not go
through with the marriage.
Your legal counsel should be
negotiating with his legal coun-
sel, and the two of you should
remain above the fray.

While we’re on the subject of
legal documents, read on:

DEAR ABBY: Please remind
your readers to be certain their
estates are in order.

 One of my neighbors, “Gra-

ham,” has been hospitalized
twice for serious problems. Af-
ter the first incident, I tried to
convince Graham and his wife,
“Carolyn,” to make a Living Will
and a Living Trust. Graham was
all for it; Carolyn didn’t want to
take the necessary steps. Evi-
dently, his vote didn’t count be-
cause nothing was done.

Now Carolyn is in the hospital.
Her illness is serious.

Neither of them is covered in
the eventuality of death. This
means the survivor will have to
go through probate — a costly
journey. Their home is not in
joint survivorship, so that will go
through probate, too.

It doesn’t matter how much a
person owns. Everyone needs, at
the very least, a will and a Liv-
ing Will.

— CONCERNED FRIEND
DEAR CONCERNED:

How true. In recent weeks, I
have lost two friends, both with
no warning. The first to die was
a beautiful woman in the
prime of life. She was in the
best of health until an infection
suddenly overwhelmed her.
Who thinks about mortality in
the prime of life? She didn’t,
and now her survivors have a
headache on top of their heart-
ache. The second was a gentle-
man I had known for more
than 20 years.

 He carried my name in his

wallet as the person to notify in
case of an emergency. He was
taken to the hospital by ambu-
lance one afternoon and in-
structed the doctors and
nurses not to notify me or his
family because he was sure
he’d be home within a few
days. Then he slipped into a
coma. He had talked to me
about how he wanted his estate
distributed in the event some-
thing happened to him — but
he never put it in writing. By
the time the government and
the lawyers get finished with it,
there will be little left for the
people he loved.

What I’m trying to convey is
that we’re all going to go. And
few can predict exactly how or
when. So unless you want your
hard-earned assets sold to pay
death taxes and estate lawyers,
make a will.  Unless you want
strangers or emotionally
stressed relatives determining
what will happen to you if
you’re too sick to speak for
yourself, make a LIVING will.
The choice is yours. Person-
ally, I’d rather stipulate.

Dear Editor’s: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips.  Write Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Famous Hand
This gem was played by the legendary

Alvin Roth in the National Men’s Pair
Championship many years ago.

The slam is not easy to make even with
all four hands exposed, but Roth managed
the task without this advantage and wound
up with the requisite 12 tricks.

He won the diamond lead with dummy’s
jack and played a low spade to the ten.
When the finesse succeeded, Roth cashed
the king of spades and A-K-Q of diamonds.
East, in the meantime, was forced to discard
three hearts, since he could not spare a
spade or a club.

 Diagnosing the situation perfectly, Roth
next played a low heart from dummy. He
could have cashed the ace of spades instead
to learn whether the suit was divided 3-3,
but he felt strongly that it was not. On the
heart lead, East had to play the queen, and
South’s king lost to West’s ace, establish-
ing dummy’s jack as a trick.

By this time, the original situation had
changed radically.

Roth, who had begun with only nine top
tricks, was now up to 11.

The 12th trick came soon after, because
this was the position:

North  [S] A J 8   [H] J  [C] K 5
West  [H] 9 7 5 2  [C] 6 3

     East  [S]   Q 9  [C] J 10 7 4
South  [H] 6   [C]  A Q 9 8 2

West returned a club, won by the king.
When the jack of hearts was next cashed,
East was squeezed.

He could not spare a spade or a club, and
whichever he chose, Roth had the rest of the
tricks and his slam.

Tomorrow: The old misdirection play.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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