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TOGETHER, RIGHT?
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Bridge
South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
MK QS8
¥J 1073
*KIJI52
Qo6
WEST EAST
» 1092 ® A 764373
YAG64 ¥ 8
® 986 ¢ 1073
PoK 952 oA 873
SOUTH
@®»Js5
YK Q952
®*AQ4
%] 104
The bidding:
South West North East
1 v Pass 39 Pass
4 9

Opening lead — ten of spades.

TheOld Misdirection Play

When declarer discardson oneof dummy’swin-
ners,itisnatural toassumethat heisweak inthesuit
inwhich hediscarded. For thisreason, it isnormal
for the defendersto attack that suit, if practical, as
soon asthey regain thelead.

Declarer took advantage of this standard defen-
sivetacticontheaccompanying deal and succeeded
inbringing homeacontract that seemedimpossible
to make. East won the opening spadelead with the
ace and, hoping West's ten was a singleton (or &
doubleton, inwhich casearuff might later benego-
tiated), returned the spade three. South, looking at
four certain losers, won with dummy’s queen anc
decided that hisonly chancelay intrying to divert
the opponents’ attention from the club suit. So at
trick three he cashed the king of spades and dis-
carded the four of diamonds!

Declarer nextledatrumptohisking, losingtothe
ace, whereupon West shifted to the nine of dia-
monds. South won with the ace, cashed the Q-J of
trumps, then led alow diamond to the queen, fol-
lowed by alow trumptotheten. Twoclubswerethen
discarded ontheK-Jof diamonds, and declarer fin-
ished with exactly 10tricks.

Although South is entitled to full credit for his
ingenuity, West should not havefallenvictimtothe
ruse. Firstof all, if declarer had any diamond | osers
remaining, they could not possibly get away. Sec-
ond, and even moreimportant, East’sreturn of the
spade three at trick two, in a situation where West
might have been ableto ruff, wasasuit-preference
signal directing West toreturnaclubif hedid ruff.

Finally, if West had simply ducked thefirst trump
lead, East would have been ableto signal for aclub
shift by discarding the eight onthe second round of
trumps.

(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
MK IJ7
¥Jj84
® A953
&K JI10
WEST EAST
®R362 ®~ A4
¥3 YAKI0O976
®QJ82 ® 1076
$*$0 7542 ®* A 8
SOUTH
Q10953
YQs52
* K4
*£Q63
The bidding:
East South West North
1% Pass Pass Dble
2w 2o
Opening lead — three of hearts.

L ast Nail intheCoffin

Partscorehandslack thedramati c appeal of game
or slam hands, but they can be highly instructive
nevertheless.

Consider this deal where East wins the opening
heart |ead with theking and continueswith the ace,
onwhichWest discardsaclub. What should East do
next? It might seem automatic for East to return a
heartfor hispartner toruff, butif hedoesthis, South
makesthecontract, becausehisonly remaininglos-
ersareaspadeandaclub.

Theheart return at trick threeisnot asautomatic
asitmight seem. Infact, it'sclearly thewrong play.
East should anticipatethat aheart returnmight well
hand South the contract.

He knowsthat his side needs six tricks, and can
seethat animmediateheart ruff will account for only
five. Heshouldthereforel ook for ameansof acquir-
ing another trick — and the solution liesin arrang-
ingforaclubruff. Accordingly, after cashingtheA-
K of hearts, East should play theA-8 of clubs.

Declarer cannot counter thismaneuver. As soon
asheleadsatrump, East takestheaceand giveshis
partner a heart ruff. West then returns the compli-
ment by giving East aclubruff, and South goesdown
one. Itis, of course, tempting for East to continue
withaheart at trick three, but whenthematter isex-
aminedinthecoldlight of day, it becomesobvious
that thereisnoreal needfor animmediateheart ruff.

Eastislooking at theaceof spadesand knowsthat
West's trumps cannot be drawn before the ace of
trumpsisdislodged. Theheart ruff canthereforewait
until East haslaid the groundwork for the club ruff
that defeatsthe contract.

© 2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE A
WATERBED COULD ARGUABLY BE VIEWED AS
ONE'S VINYL RESTING PLACE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals D

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: EPITAPH CHISELED
INTO A KIND DOG'S GRAVESTONE: “I NEVER
MET AMANTDIDN'T LICK!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals T
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“Uh-oh! Our house ran out of batteries!”
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“Today at the dentist’s | took a whole
course in FLOSSophy.”




