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Opinion

Free Press
Viewpoint

Bill Clinton’s book
steals the headlines

(drumroll) “And now, ladies and gentlemen, William
Jefferson Clinton!”

Hisbook, “My Life” hasbeenbornandhe’ sonthebook
signing circuitin abig way.

He'saso al over thetelevision screen.

Andonradio.

You can’t escape the former President of the United
States.

It's abig book, 900+ pages, and people were literaly
lined up by the thousandsto buy the thing and have him
signit.

Thepriceis somewhere around $37.

Wife Hillary’sbook was cheaper — and not nearly as
big.

But President Clinton had alot of say.

Apparently.

And about alot of things, even his affair with “that
woman, MonicaL ewinsky.”

We watched some of the televised interviews, which,
inour estimation, weretoolongand boringly repetitious.
But each of the interviewers focused on the same chap-
tersinhislife.

The only way each of uswill know firsthand what he
hadto say istobuy thebook. If youthink President Clinton
isworth $37.

Clinton haters and Bush bashers are one of akind.
Doubtlessthosewhohadlittleregardfor Mr. Clintonwhen
hewasoccupant of theWhiteHousewill shell out $37 for
the book, and if they do they will be like Kansans who
sneaked into liquor stores to buy booze when this state
went semi-wet back in the late 1940s. They’ll purchase
the book onthedly.

So, Clinton hasagainwon. Hehasshoved moreimpor-
tant domestic and international events off of front pages
and out of nightly newsheadlines. Mediaagainmeltedin
hisarms.

Ah, boy. All this over abook. But then, wasn't Presi-
dent Clinton abook in hisown right?

TomA. Dreiling
Publisher

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso
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WHAT you see on page 3 today is what
newspaperingisall about.

It's not about me and my so-called liberal
views — views that many Democrats here are
quicktosay doesn't placemeintheir party. Views
that hardly fit the Republican mold. Viewsthat
Ralph Nader would call “toomuch of aleft/right
mix.”

They areall correct. They are my views. No-
body else's.

That said, I’ [l get back to my opening thought:
What you see on page 3 today is what
newspapering isall about.

You.

And what you think.

And thosewritersappearing ontoday’s "L et-
ter” page deserve around of applausefor stick-
ing their necks out for what they believe.

You seetoo many of ushaveour own perspec-
tivesontheissuesupfor grabs. Butwedon't want
to put our necks on the public block for fear of
ridicule, which isno big deal. That's what you
should bedoing.

| have been called some pretty nasty things
because | publicly share how | feel on things
happening right here at home. But when some-
thing pushesacertainbutton, | respond. Say what
you want but at least | get it off my chest, much
like Josie, Pam, Robin and Doug are doing on
page 3 today.

Two of thethreeletterstakeissuewithour very
own Tish Cox over her column ongay marriage.
A thirdletter takesK en Poland over thecoal sfor
hisrecent column on the so-called moral major-
ity.

Thesefolksarewell awarethat their opinions
aren’t going to be 100 percent acceptable. But
that's not why they wrote. They did so because
two columns in the Free Press rubbed them
wrong.Andthey wanted to set therecord straight
asthey saw it. That's how it should be done.

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

Why keepyour feelingscl oseted? Sharethem.
You just might be surprised how many readers
share your feelings. And that's always a thing
of comfort to get aphone call or two and hear-
ingthosevoicessay, “I'mwithyou. Thanksfor
sayingit!”

Someoneaskedtheother day if | ever thought
of doing asanother circulated daily in our area
does: provide a call-in number whereby read-
erscanvent briefly and their venting appearsin
printwithout anameattached. | toldthegent 1’ ve
thought about it andit may becomeareality.I’'m
not alwayssurethat’sthe solution. Butif thatis
what it will taketo get you— | mean you, yes
the one looking me squarely in the eyes — to
comment, maybeit would beworth theinvest-
ment. We'll see.

But eventhoughthat other paper providesthat
service, they still get their share of letters for
publication duly signed.

-td-

SOM EONE was out of chewing tobacco a
while back over acartoon that appeared on the
Opinion Page the day that former President
Ronald Reagan was buried. He thought it was
offensive, inpoor taste. Didn'tlikeit onebit. Of
course he chalked it up to this “liberal” pub-
lisher. But hewasbarkingupthewrongtree. You
see, my editor (I don’t think sheisof my politi-
cal faith) downloadsthe cartoonsfor the Opin-
ion Page. She places one each day in the Edit

Page folder for my use— or regjection. I’ vere:
jected only about ahandful sincel’ vebeen pub-
lishingtheFreePresswell intomy 7thyear. The
cartooninquestion sort of caused oneof my eye
browsto flip abit, but | thought if it was okay
with her, | could livewithit, too.

But | must alsobequick topoint out that I, anc
only I, am responsible for all content of thi:
newspaper as publisher. That’s part of the
publisher’sresponsibility. Of courseinthat role
| can't possibly read every littlething that goe:
into the columns of this newspaper so | depenc
greatly ontheeditor and reporter to keep meou
of the doghouse.

Sometimesit just doesn’t work out and wher
it doesn’t | accept the hitsrendered. And that i
asit should be.

-td-

845.

-td-

I’VE got somerather exciting newsto share
withyou, but | can’t do that until after it is offi-
cially announced Thursday. It’ sapersonal thing
and it brought me agreat deal of pride. I'll le
youinonitinFriday’scolumn.

-td-

| WASvery impressed withthemilitary’sin-
volvement at the concluding ceremony at Sa
cred Heart Cemetery for Paul Wintz last Thurs
day. Those young men and women were very
sharpindressand manner. From the gun sal ute
to thefolding of the American flag and presen:
tationto Paul’ swifeJudy, andthe playing of Tap:
— itwasathing of emotional beauty. It was sc
quiet you could have heard aleaf touch the
ground. That was a memory | took from the
gravesiteto place on my mantel of thought.

-td-

HAVE agood evening.

*kkkk

TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.

Those fighting Republicans

DoRepublicansever stopfightinginKansas?

Often, the answer seemsto be no. The feud-
ing continues even thoughthe conflict perpetu-
aly liftsthefortunesof otherwisedowntrodden
Democrats.

Rank-and-file Republicans are now being
treatedtothespectacl eof aregional GOPleader
suing the state chairman over adecisionto al-
low unaffiliated votersto participateintheAug.
3 Republican primary.

Litigants on both sidesinsist the battleis not
about giving onefactiontheadvantage. Yet, like
nearly every other dispute among Kansas Re-
publicans, the latest one has become a symbol
of thenever-ending conflict between conserva-
tivesand moderates.

“Once again our party hasmanagedto air its
dirty laundry on the front page when it's not
necessary todoso,” Sen. Derek Schmidt, amod-
erate from Independence, said during a recent
interview.

Thelatest fight started with a 10th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of AppealsdecisioninApril tostrike
down an Oklahoma law. That law allowed un-
affiliated votersto participatein primaries, but
blocked members of one party from voting in
another party’s contest.

A three-judge appeals panel said states can-
not tell partieswho can vote in their primaries
without violating party members' right to asso-
ciate with whomever they please. The appeals
court said the partiesthemsel ves must havethe
choice.

The 10th Circuit ruling wasn't surprising. In
1986, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a
Connecticut law requiring closed primariesfor
the same reason. In 2000, the high court also
invalidated aCalifornialaw requiring partiesto
opentheir primariesto any registered voter.

Kansas law has mandated closed primaries
since 1908. However, Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh, the state's chief elections officer,
concluded the Kansas statute wouldn’t with-

John
Hanna

® Campaign
Chatter

stand acourt challenge and asked the GOP and
Democratic state chairmen what their parties
wanted to do.

Both chairmen opted to open their primaries
to unaffiliated voters. Democrats had avote of
their stateexecutivecommitteefirst, while GOP
Chairman Dennis Jones made the decision for
his party after consulting other Republicans.

Jones said the decision wasn’t about helping
one faction or the other but about wanting to
involve morevotersin Kansas elections.

“Theright to vote and the right to be judged
by ajury of your peersarethe two most funda-
mental partsof our democracy,” Jonessaidina
telephoneinterview. “ Theright to vote should
beasinclusiveaspossible.”

But Republicansin the state's congressional
delegation opposed the move, as did Attorney
General Phill Kline. Also, the state GOP' s con-
stitution and its by-laws are silent on how the
party determinewhovotesinitsprimaries—the
Kansas|aw having made the issue moot for 96
years.

Susan Estes, the GOP's 4th Congressional
District chairwoman, sued both Jones and
Thornburgh. She contends that if Republicans
want to permit unaffiliated votesto participate,
they must call a state convention to amend the
party constitution.

Thelegal battle comes ahead of electionsin
whichthebalanceof power inthelL egislature's
GOP magjorities and the party hierarchy is at
stake.

Thereare62 contested Republican primaries
for legidativeseats, and dozensof party precinct
committeemembers, whoinfluencetheel ection
of party leaders, will be chosen.

While Joe Aistrup, head of Kansas State
University’spolitical sciencedepartment, thinks
few races will hinge on whether unaffiliated
votersareinvolvedintheprimaries, heacknowl-
edged that the perception among many Repub-
licansisdifferent.

“Theconventional wisdomisthat by opening
it up, you' remarginalizing conservative votes,
because the people coming in are moderates,”
Aistrup said.

Indeed, in its 2000 decision striking down
California's “blanket” primary law, the U.S.
Supreme Court noted that backersof thesystem
believed opening the primary would “ ease the
way for 'moderate problem-solvers.””’

Republicanssuspended hostilitiesenoughin
1994 to give GOPnomineeBill Gravesanover-
whelming victory in the gubernatorial race.

But conservativessoon becamedisillusionec
with themoderate Graves, particularly after he
ridiculed aconservative party platform.

In 1998, state GOPChairman David Miller, e
conservative, challenged Gravesintheprimary.
Graves spent more than $1.6 million, setting
record in adetermined — and highly success-
ful — effort to crush Miller.

“Sincethen, there' sjust beenal ot of paranoiza
onbothsides,” said House Speaker DougMays,
aconservative from Topeka. “1 wish we coulo
all sort of agreethat we' re all Republicans anc
moveon.”

Other RepublicansinbothcampsshareMays
desire, but the dispute over who votes in this
year's primary probably guarantees continued
conflict.

Associated PressPolitical Writer JohnHanna
hascovered stategover nment and politicssince
1987.
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