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Clinton isn’t doing
Sen. Kerry a favor

Okay, the question must be asked: Why intheworldis
former President William Jefferson Clintonreleasing his
book “My Life” at thistime, knowingitwill overshadow
the campaign of Sen. John Kerry for the presidency?

Theanswerissimple—duh?: BecauseBill Clintonand
Hillary Clinton think first of Bill Clinton and Hillary
Clinton.

Asalongtime student of politics— the good, the bad,
theugly —itisour belief thereisno other reasonableway
to answer that question.

Let'sface facts: If Hillary Clinton has designs on the
White House, Sen. Kerry must not winin November. If
Kerry doeswin, then Hillaryisput onhold until 2012 and
by that timeshe' |l pretty much be off the presidentia ra-
dar screen. Kerry, itwould beassumed, would berenomi-
nated for asecond termin 2008.

But, if President Bush winsre-election on Nov. 2, and
at this point in time polling seemsto indicate such to be
the case, then the race for the White House in 2008 will
bewideopen—for Hillary to comeridinginonthedon-
key and shoot down any challengewithintheDemocratic
party.

Of courseformer President William Jefferson Clinton
brushes off those assumptions. He must if he wants his
book to sell millions of copies— mostly to Democrats.
He can’'t anger them. He must not ook like the spoiler.
But heis. Andit’'snot Ralph Nader, as some would want
ustobelieve.

Thereleaseof hisbook at thiscrucial timeintheKerry
campaign again underscores one of Mr. Clinton’s major
flaws. “Mefirst.” Andthatold“ | feel your pain” linemust
haveKerry’scampaignbrassquestioning his— Clinton’s

— sincerity.
That’s politics— theugly side.
TomA. Dreiling
Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &t., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso
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BUSH-HATING
DEMOCRAT ?

Guess who came to dinner?

We had just finished our lunch and were ad-
miringtheart and artistry of old friendsand new
acquai ntanceswhenword of thebear reached us.

We werein Creede, Colo., thelittle town we
lived in when our children wereyoung. Creede
isan old silver-mining town in southern Colo-
rado. Thereareonly about 700full-timeresidents
in the county, and most of them are our friends.

It'sabit of an art colony, with world-famous
watercolorist Steve Quiller leading the pack of
weavers, wood carversand painters. Itisalsothe
home of the Creede Repertory Theatre, where
dozens of young actors and actresses show off
their talents each summer.

It was Memorial Day weekend, and time for
the annual Taste of Creede festival. All up and
down thetwo-block Main Street, vendors were
cooking up tasty dishes and artists were show-
ing their wares.

Wehad beenvisitingwithtwooldfriends, Rick
and Teri Inman. Rick isachef turned wholesale
food distributor and Teri isaweaver of scarves
and sweaters. Shedyesher ownwool, whichshe
gathers from her herds of rabbits and mohair
goats. Her products are soft, downy and expen-
sive.

Rick and Teri weren't interested in the bear,
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which had been treed at the end of the street.
They live 17 miles upriver and have to keep
closewatchover their livestock tomakesurethe
stock doesn’'t provide ameal for thewildlife.

| grabbed Steve' shand, however, and dragged
him up the street. We' d seen bears before in
downtown Creede, but it had been awhile.

Theyoung black bear wasup atreeat theend
of the street asacrowd of onlookers stared and
areporter for thelocal newspaper snapped away.
| wasrather surprised wegot so closeto theac-
tion.

Deputy Billy Fairchildleaned over andwhis-
pered, “ I’ mletting thepressget close, somaybe
he'll get eaten.”

He asked the photographer and all therest of
usto move back.

“1f thebear eatsall thesepeople,” hesaid, with
agrin,“I'll beinreal trouble.”

Having seen the bear, we moved on — there
wasstill foodtotasteand friendsto greet. Steve
saw the game warden leave town with his beat
trailer.

L ater, thenewspaper rananarticlesayingtha
thebear, ayear-old male, had beentranquilized
removed from the tree with a cherry picker,
tagged and taken of f tothefar mountains, where
he would have to make hislunch from berries
and grubsinstead of hamburgersand city trash.

They tagthebears, andthey’ || givethemtwc
freerides. If one comes back athird time, he'
toast.

Bears have been a problem in the mountain:
the last few years. It's been dry and the state
dropped the spring bear season several year:
ago. Thedoublewhammy of morebearsand | e
food hasforced many abruinto go looking fol
lunchinatrash can.

I hopethat isour only bear of the summer, .bu
I’m not counting onit. And I’ m not putting the
trash out back when | visit Creedethis summer

CynthiaHaynesand husband Seveare own:
ersof Nor’West Newspapers.

Ready for some encouraging news?

Good news! Forbes.comhasjust released the
results of astudy performed by the Pacific Re-
search Institute for Public Policy. Lawrence J.
McQuillanreportsinhisarticleentitled, “Where
TheOpportunitiesAre,” that Kansasranks#1in
states “with the fewest regulatory body blocks
and fiscal obstacles.”

Hisarticlesuggeststhat industriesseekingto
locate new businesses and subsidiaries should
first consider Kansas and other statesthat con-
stantly maintain similar pro business attitudes.

Indeed thisis good news; it trumpets loudly
thefact that Kansasisabusinessfriendly state.
Not all rankings, however, hold Kansasin such
highregard. Many rankingsconsider Kansasno
better than amediocre proponent of business.

Why the difference? Most studies use the
samedatabut assign different weightingstothe
variables. Forbes places a high value on “eco-
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nomic freedom” and thuswewere propelled to
thetop of thisstudy asaresult of our respect for
property rights. We engageinlessincome dis-
tributionand attract lesstort litigation than most
states. Steve Forbeslikesthat.

Other statesratinginthetopten of theForbes
study include our neighboring states of Colo-
rado (2), Missouri 10) and Oklahoma(6). Other
westernstateslistedinthetoptenincludeldaho

(4), Utah (5) andWyoming (9). Thisdistribution
suggeststhat acorrel ation betweenwestern state
values and the needs of businessexists.

Will this study cement our status as the new
frontier for businessrel ocation?Maybenot, but
it certainly doesn’t hurt. It does, however, pro-
vide us with recognition of our pro business
values.

And, if it servesto heightentheperceptionthat
Kansasis agood place to do business, it is &
worthwhiletool. If it heightensour own percep-
tionthat Kansasisagood placeto do business,
itistruly aninvaluabletool.
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Gerry Fulwider is executive director of the
Thomas County Economic Development Alli-
ance. Hisofficeislocatedinthe ThomasCounty
Office Complex at 350 S. Range and his tele-
phone number is (785) 462-4511.

About those letters.. . .

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Pressencourages and welcomes | ettersfromreaders. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include a telephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your |etter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include a note with your
letter. Most importantly, all lettersmust include a signature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive
or libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deemimportant. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby
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