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Blood pressure checks offered next week at center

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat $3.41
Corn $2.78
Milo $4.41
Soybeans $8.66

Markets

Get connected to the Internet with us!

We have local technical support.

Get connected today!

nwkansas.com

Check out our low rate of $1495 per month.*
(*When you pay $169 for eight months we give you four months free.)

 Call 462-3963

For information contact the KDOT Bureau of Traffic Safety • 785-296-3756 • www.ksdot.org

Don’t ignore this warning.
“Drive carefully. We’re strictly enforcing the law.” 
Law enforcement officers all across Kansas are united in an 
unprecedented crackdown on drivers who break the law. 
No excuses. No exceptions. We’re especially watching for 
people who aren’t wearing their seat belts. So, if you get 
pulled over for a traffic violation and are not wearing your 
seat belt, you aren’t going to get just one ticket –you’re going 
to get two! I know you may not like it, but enforcing the 
law is my job. And I’d rather see you angry than dead.

Fred V. Balls
     Fred V. Balls, of Colby, Kansas
died on Sunday, June 20, 2004
at Colby following the onset of
Leukemia a few years ago.
Funeral services were held at
Kersenbrock Funeral Chapel in
Colby on Thursday, June 24 at
2:00 p.m. with burial in Beulah
Cemetery, Colby.
     Fred, son of George and
Clara Balls, was born on a farm
North of Hays, Kansas on
February 14, 1918.  He married
June L. Doane on December 25,
1939.  Fred was baptized into
the Episcopal Church at an early
age, served as an alter boy in
the Silverdale Church, and was
confirmed on November 25,
1928 at St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church in Hays, Kansas.  He
survived a tornado that com-
pletely destroyed their farm
when he was 3 months old.  Fred
graduated from the Hays High
School and attended Fort Hays
College.  He was employed by
the Southwestern Bell Telephone
Company in Hays, Downs,
Smith Center, and Colby, Kansas
where he retired after more than
43 years of service.  He was a
lifetime member of the Tele-
phone Pioneers.  He enjoyed
dancing, hunting, fishing and
after retiring he enjoyed golfing,
traveling, following professional
football, and motorcycling.
     Fred is survived by his wife;
a sister, Rosella Hoch of Wilson,
Kansas; two children and their
spouses: Jerry and Cathy Balls
of Blue Springs, Missouri, and
Donna and Bill Norman of
Fowler, Kansas; four grandchil-
dren, and five great grandchil-
dren.
     He is preceded in death by
his parents, and two brothers
Jim and George Ball, Jr.
     Memorials may be made to
the Ascension On The Prairie
Episcopal Church or the American
Cancer Society.

Bridal Registry

185 W. 4th • 462-7136

Wedding: Saturday, June 26th
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The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of our
town. Please report any error or lack
of clarity in a news story to us at
462-3963.

Ross VanPelt
Ross VanPelt, 75, of Oberlin,

died Sunday, June 20, 2004 at
Decatur Health Systems in Oberlin.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
Friday at Oberlin Cemetery with
Rev. Mike McVay officiating.
Burial will follow. Pauls Funeral
Home in Oberlin is handling ar-
rangements.

Mr. VanPelt is survived by his
wife, Dorothy VanPelt of Oberlin,
a son, Wesley James VanPelt of
Lafayette, Colo; three daughters,
Billie Jo Rubinfeld of Lancaster,
Calif., Marla Wonzniak of Colby,
Barbara Tally of Oberlin and eight
grandchildren.

He was born Aug. 16, 1928 to
Will and Myrtle Fowler VanPelt in
Kansas City, Mo. He was raised on
a farm in Decatur County and at-
tended country school and Decatur
County High School. He lived in
Danbury, Neb. until 1949 when he
moved to a farm north of Oberlin.
In 1984, he moved to Oberlin.

He also farmed.
On Sept. 26, 1948, he married

Dorothy Ann Ruby in Danbury,
Neb.

Mr. VanPelt served in WWII as a
U.S. Army Corporal and was a life-
time member of the American Le-
gion and Veterans of Foreign Wars,
serving more than 20 years as Ser-
geant at Arms. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with his children and
grandchildren.

Memorials are suggested to the
Oberlin American Legion military
funeral detail.

Seniors may get their  blood pres-
sure checked at the Senior Progress
Center, 165 Fike Park, at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, July 1. This service is
provided by the Thomas County
Health Department.

There are plenty of other activi-
ties scheduled at the center for the
week of June 28-July 2, including

Poem Day on Monday. Recite or tell
your favorite poem. Tuesday exer-
cise will be at 9:30 a.m. and bring a
flower for the bouquet.

New Clothes Day is on Wednes-
day. Wear something new or some-

thing you have never worn to the
center before, said Donna Schielke.
Exercise will be at 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day and it’s also blood pressure
check day. Friday exercise will be
at 9:30 a.m. and it’s Denim Day,
wear your denim duds.

Everyone over 60 is welcome to
eat lunch at the center. Donna

Schielke, director of the center, says
no special invitation is needed to
join in the lunchtime fellowship and
all are welcome. She did remind
everyone that a reservation is
needed by noon the previous day.
The menu for the next week in-
cludes: Monday - turkey and noo-
dles, winter mix veggies, peaches,

roll, pudding. Tuesday - barbecue
chicken sandwich, macaroni salad,
corn, bun, apricots. Wednesday -
salmon loaf with sauce, asparagus,
five cup salad, bread, oatmeal
cherry cookie. Thursday - roast
beef, creamed potatoes and peas,
three bean salad, bread, peach up-
side down cake. Friday - sausage
link or patty, egg/potato bake, ba-
nana half, biscuit, orange juice.

The building is also available for
rental for events.

For information or lunch reserva-
tions, call 460-2901.

Project Dream camp dates announced
Project Dream, Inc. has an-

nounced its dates for summer
camps for children 9- to 12-years-
old. The dates for camps are July 11-
15 and Aug. 1-5.

The organization is a non-profit
that focuses on children and youth
whose parents are addicted to alco-
hol or other drugs.

 It reaches these children prima-
rily through educational summer
camps, officials said.

Dream Camp is located at Cedar
Bluff Lake near Hays and offers
education concerning chemical ad-
diction, coping skills and work on
self-esteem, along with camping
activities, companionship and sup-

port. The fees for camp are based on
family income.

With the support of Kansas Wild-
life and Parks, the camps are held at
Cedar Bluff Lake.

People wishing to make reserva-
tions for a child or who would like
more information should call (785)
628-6655 or 1-800-420-9282.

Project Dream is also seeking
support staff for the summer camps.
Staff members must be at least 18
years of age and complete a formal
application and interview. Selected
staff are required to attend a support
staff training.

Interested persons may contact
the Dream, Inc. office.

Agency plans to spend $21 million
upgrading unemployment system

TOPEKA (AP) — A state agency
plans to spend $21 million over
three years to replace a computer
system that handles benefits for
unemployed Kansas workers.

The Department of Human Re-
sources received permission
Wednesday from the State Finance
Council to start the project.

The council voted unanimously
to have the state issue bonds to
cover the cost. The council, com-

Hurtt named to dean’s list
Lindsay M. Hurtt of Colby was

one of 1,712 students named to the
Dean’s List at Southeast Missouri
State University in Cape Girardeau,
Mo. for academic achievement dur-
ing the spring 2004 semester. Stu-
dents named to the list earned a 3.5
grade point average on a 4.0 scale
and completed at least 12 degree
credit hours.

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-

888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834

Card Shower

The family of Bert Summers is
wanting everyone to come and cel-
ebrate with them on his 80th birth-
day.

The celebration will be held Sun-
day, July 4, at the Oakley Country
Club from 2-4 p.m.

 The event will be hosted by his
wife, Wanda, children Larry and
Sharon Summers, Marietta and
Jerry Wright, Shirley and Eugene
Lindemoen and their families.

Mr. Summers requests no gifts
but would enjoy cards, which can
reach him at 329 Maple, Oakley,
Kan.  67748.

Bert Summers

Family plans 80th
birthday reception

prising the governor and eight top
lawmakers, handles financial mat-
ters when the Legislature is not in
session.

“ I think it’s a pretty good invest-
ment for a pretty critical system,”
Human Resources Secretary Jim
Garner said following the vote.

Sebelius acknowledged the
project’s high cost but said continu-
ing to use an outdated computer
system is risky.

“ If that system crashes, we will
have constituents all over the state
of Kansas who desperately need
their checks because they’ re out of
work and won’ t be able recover
them,”  Sebelius said.

Sebelius called the current sys-
tem “almost unfixable,”  while Gar-
ner described it as “very delicate
and very outdated.”  Legislative
leaders agreed on the need to re-
place the system.

Lawmakers push for mad cow testing
WASHINGTON (AP) — A Kan-

sas congressman tried Wednesday
to punish the Agriculture Depart-
ment until it lets meatpackers test all
their animals for mad cow disease.

But Republican Rep. Todd
Tiahrt, R-Kan., quickly abandoned
the effort, saying his purpose “was
to catch their attention and get them
to move forward.”  He had proposed
in an amendment to a spending bill
to halt all travel by Agriculture De-
partment employees.

At issue is the desire by
Creekstone Farms Premium Beef
LLC to voluntarily test all animals
at its Arkansas City, Kan., facility
to inspire Japanese confidence in its
beef.

The Kentucky-based company
says customers in Japan, which
banned imports after mad cow dis-
ease was found in a Washington
state Holstein in December, will
buy Creekstone’s beef if the com-
pany tests all its animals.

“We have the safest meat supply
in the world, but the reason I offered

the amendment is because USDA
had failed to act on this issue,”
Tiahrt said.

“We’ve lost $800 million in sales
in the last five months, and we’ ll
lose $1.5 billion in sales this year if
they don’ t act soon,”  he said. “Aus-
tralia is now filling in the gap on
those markets ... we may never gain
it back.”

U.S. agriculture officials have
refused to allow the testing, arguing
that science does not justify the
need and that trade negotiations are
too sensitive.

you’re on the right track in the CLASSIFIEDS!


