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Bush & Co. pulled
another surprise

It really shouldn’t have come asasurprise, but it certainly
fooled some of the biggest names in network news who, so
often hint of having an inside track to what’s going on wher-
ever.

So, thesegiantsof theindustry —theanchorsof theevening
television newscasts and the stars of cable television news
shows— packed their bagsand madetheir way to Baghdad to
record themuch heral ded turn-over of power from U.S. occu-
piersto thelragi interim government.

Thiswas supposed to take place today.

Butitdidn't.

You see, President Bush had another surpriseup hissleeve:
thelrag Sovereignty Document wassigned by Ambassador L.
Paul Bremer and turned over to Iragi Prime Minister lyad
Allawi in asecret ceremony Monday morning.

Itwasn’'ta“fooledyou” stuntaimedat themedia. It was, how-
ever, designed to catch the insurgents off guard asthere was
no doubt they woul d haveengagedinablood bath of somekind
had the ceremony taken place on the appointed date of June
30.

We are certain thiswasthe plan all along: determine adate
for theturn-over, heavily publicizethat date, and continueto
beat that date to death so nobody would forget it.

It wasastroke of brilliance— again.

Andit worked beautifully.

Networks aired more debates than one could count among
those who questioned the wisdom of turning over thereigns
of government to Irag on June 30 (“too early, not realistic,”
they would shout) vs. those who were in support of the date
(“Iraq is ready to assume that responsibility,” they would
counter). And on and on the debateswould rage.

Bingo! There was no June 30. So the “breaking news”
planned for that date broke on June 28.

How successful thisturn over of limited power will be re-
mainsto beseen. It' Il beabumpy ride, no doubt. And wewill
still have our 130,000 military people on the ground.

Irag will remain the #1 issue as Americans ponder a Bush
White House lease extension or aJohn Kerry take over.

Withtheraceat adead heat, theresult of theNov. 2 election
won't suddenly beasurprise. It will only offer satisfaction or
disappointment — depending on what candidate you were
backing.
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso
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BUSH 1S UNWAVERING IN
HIS WAR AGAINST GAYS,
THE PoOR, THE ENVIRONMENT,

CIvIL RIGHTs AnD IRAQ!

AT LEAST
HE DOBSN’T
FUP-FLop!

Let’s hear 1t for Tom Moorhous

WE NEED to givearound of applausetoday
to Tom Moorhousfor hisyears of servicetothe
Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Seriesat Colby Com-
munity College. Heisstepping down after serv-
ing as chair since 2000.

Citingincreasedwork-related responsibilities
outsideof hisfull-timejobasthe Colby Commu-
nity College history/philosophy instructor, col-
lege quiz bowl coach and campus Ski Club ad-
viser, Tomhasheldthe[voluntary] position (with
many informal titlessuchas" Chairman” or“ Co-
ordinator”).

Since taking the reigns of the lecture series
committeein July, 2000, upon theretirement of
the first chairman, the late Victor Oelke,
Moorhous had worked to bring the following
noted guest speakers (among many others) and
activitiestothe Colby Community Collegecam-
pus:

* Former U.N. Ambassador Vernon Walters
(under President Bush’41), October, 2000;

* Clinton Whitewater figure Susan McDougal ,
March, 2001,

» David and Julie Eisenhower, March, 2002;

» Kansas Gubernatorial Debate (one of only
five statewide), Octaber, 2002;

* Robert Francis Kennedy, Jr., March, 2004.

Moorhoussaid, “1 wishto expressmy sincere
thanks to my college president, Dr. Mikel Ary,
for giving me the opportunity to accomplish
thesegreat feats. | wishtothank the (unnamed)
donorsfor their financial support and staff mem-
bers of Dr. Ary’s President’s Office, who were
of vital help to me, handling the clerical, book-
keeping and public information dutiesthat kept
the lecture series running smoothly these past
four years.”

Moorhous cited hisdecision to leave the lec-
ture series being influenced by recently accept-
ing thefollowing additional responsibilities:

1. Joining the Colby Community CollegeEn-
dowment Foundation (for a second time),
charged with the multiple tasks of raising and
managing money for scholarships and campus
enhancement.

2. Joiningthe State Executive Committeepro-

| Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

vidinggovernanceandoversight oncollegequiz
bowl! competition and rules (statewide) for the
many competing Kansas community colleges
having quiz bow! asacollegeactivity.

Tom concluded hise-mail by “ extending best
wishesto the many good peopleinvolved with
the Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Series.”

-td-

BOY, hereweareknockingonthedoor of July
4th. | can't imagine June's over. | can't even
imagineJune—that’show fastitwent. | dohope
thingsslow downalittlesowecangetinabit of
summer before the leaves begin to fall. Cool
spellsinsummer seemtomovetimeandall else
much quicker, and thecool cameonJunel7 and
haspretty much stayed since. Heat hasaway of
dowingthepace, sothey say. A peek at thefore-
cast foretellsof much warmer temperatures—
themid- to upper-90s— so perhapsthepacewill
slow down. We'll see.

-td-

GRACE Jonessent meanoteafew daysago
wonderingif | knew of anyonewho might have
video taped former President Ronald Reagan’s
funeral service at the National Cathedral in
Washington, D. C., on the Friday morning be-
forehisremainswerereturnedto Californiafor
burial. If you taped the service, please get in
contact with Grace. Her e-mail is: hjones@st-
tel.net. Thanks!

-td-

THE blonde calls her boyfriend and says,
“Please come over here and help me. | have a
killer jigsaw puzzle, and | can't figure out how
toget it started.” Her boyfriend asks, “What is
it supposed to be when it’s finished?” The

blonde says, “ According to the picture on the
box, it'satiger.”

Her boyfriend decidestogoover andhel pwith
thepuzzle. Sheletshiminand showshimwhere
she hasthe puzzle spread all over thetable. He
studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at
thebox, thenturnsto her and says, “First of al,
no matter what wedo, we' renot goingtobeabl e
to assemble these pieces into anything resem-
bling atiger.”

Hetakes her hand and says, “ Second, | want
you to relax. Let's have a nice cup of tea, and
then.....” hesighed, “...let'sput all these Frosted
Flakesback inthe box.”

-td-

I WAS watching Larry King interview Ron
Reagan the other evening for King's full hour
onCNN’s“Larry KingLive.” Ron, whoisnow
46, waslessthan kind to President Bush, which
surprised me because I’ ve lost track of the
youngster and wasn't aware of his politics or
anythingelse. Heflat saidhewouldn’t cast avote
for President Bush on Nov. 2, hefelt we should
never havegotteninvolvedinawar in Iragand
said hewill push, much like his mother Nancy
is, toget achangeof heart for thehot-button stem
cell issue. Heal sothought hismother will prob-
ably becomemorevocal onthat i ssueasthecam-
paign movesinto thefall months. Ron Reagan,
inremarksat hisfather’ sfuneral, pointed out that
his Dad never wore hisreligious beliefs on his
deevetogainpolitical favor assomepoliticians
do. That was in direct reference to President
Bush. Hesaid henever gavemuchthought tothe
possibility that comment would offend some
people, until, he said, “his phone started ring-
ing.” Itwasdifficultto seethis, theson of oneof
this country’s most popular presidents, parked
in acamp not bearing the GOP logo. Live and
learn, huh?

-td-

HAVE agood evening!

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

Please, no rubbernecking

Oneof thefirehousesinwhich| workedyears
ago had a poster hanging on awall that went
something likethis:

“It might be hard to get 15 peopletoa7 p.m.
meeting to improve acommunity, but it's easy
to get most of that community out at 3 am. to
watch part of it burn down.”

That littlesign cameto memory theother day
listening to some of the firefighters talk about
the difficulty in getting past carsto shuttle wa-
ter to arecent rural structurefire. It seemsve-
hicleswerelined up along the mile lines, mak-
ing passage difficult for thetankers.

For those who don’t know a lot about
firefighting, rural fires are fought by shuttling
water. That meanstanker trucksgo out to afire
scene; drop off their water into an open tank set
up near afire engine, then return to town for
another load of water.

The fire engine pumps water out of the tank
tofight thefire. Obviously, the faster the tank-
erscanmakethetriptotown and back, themore
water is available. It takes so many gallons of
water per minute to put out a given volume of
fireand puttinglessthantherequired amount on
afire means the fire can consume as much of
whatever it is burning as it wants until it dies
down to the point where the water is effective.

Thosetanker trucksmust belargevehiclesand

I ﬁ Jay Kelley
~ 77| @ Speaking
MyMind

anyone who has met or driven alarge vehicle,
suchasawheat truck, onour county roadsknows
thedifficultiesinsuchameeting. Bothvehicles
must slow down asthey movecloser totheside
of theroad to pass each other safely.

In afire situation, where speed is of the es-
sence, meeting another vehicle adds precious
seconds to the time it takes to make the round
triptothewater sourceand back tothefire, cre-
ating ahazard for thefirefightersin the tanker,
the peopleinthecar and eventhefirefightersat
the fire, who are depending on that water not
onlytoputthefireout, but to protect other prop-
erty not yet burning and themselves.

Addthedangersof aninattentivedriver more
focused onseeingwhat thereisto seethan safely
navigatingtheir vehicleandyouhaveaperilous
sSituation indeed.

It is human nature to want to know what is

goingonaroundus, andthetemptationtogofino
out affectsall of us. It may be especially tempt-
ing in a small community where everyone
knowseveryoneandtheoddsof havingafriend
affected by sometragedy are greater.

Weshould not, however, giveintothat temp-
tation. Emergency services people are trained
to handle such things and should be allowed to
dosounencumbered by theneedto protect those
who have put themselvesin harm’sway out of
simply curiosity. Remember, in an emergency,
everyone isapotential victim, even the rescu-
ers. The need to provide traffic control to pro-
tectwhat | call voluntary victimsremoveshadly
needed people from their primary task of con-
trolling theincident to which they were called.

| know of noemergency servicesforce, atleast
in this area, that has a pool of extra personnel.
In fact, most are operating short staffed, either
from budget realitiesor lack of volunteers.

If you really want to know what is going on,
volunteer. Then, when you arein the middl e of
theaction, youwill havethetrainingand ability
to do something val uabl e about the problem.

If not, stay home.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail is
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

Doonesbury [(=L (&
® Gary Trudeaugff

UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE © 2004 G.B.

OH,NOTATALL, PHYSGIA- NANNY! WHAT
Goop MO@y//V@; 5& ZONK, 7115 TRIST. ZONKER 1S N INTEREST- UM..YEAH,
LIEUTENANTY HOPE . My KIPS ME, 700.
IM NOT JNTER- 1S CAPTAIN NITZ, - ART-TIME ING CAREER
MY PHYGIAPIST, NANNY. CHOICE. gmas

B

Nk W




