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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Test Your Play
This is a double-dummy problem. The contract

is Seven Spades, and West leads the ten of hearts.
You are permitted to look at all four hands in attempt-
ing to find the solution. How do you proceed?

* * *
It might appear that you must lose a diamond

come what may, but obviously the diamond loser
can be avoided, since otherwise the hand would not
be presented here as a problem.

As usual, when you have all the remaining tricks
but one, the first thought to pop into your mind
should be the possibility of a squeeze. For a squeeze
to be effective, you must assume that one opponent
or the other has two suits to guard. As you must also
assume that the clubs will break favorably, the two
suits one of the defenders will have to guard are
hearts and diamonds.

This presupposes that the hearts are divided 5-3
or 6-2, so that only one of the defenders can guard
hearts. Accordingly, you win the heart lead with the
ace, ruff a heart and then draw four rounds of trumps
to produce this position:

North  [H]  4 3  [D] A [C]  A K Q 3
West   [H]  9  [D] 8 7 5    [C] J 8 6
East  [H] K Q   [D]  K Q 10   [C] 7 4
South  [S]  7  [D]  J 2  [C]  10 9 5 2
You now cash the A-K-Q of clubs, being careful

to drop your 10-9-5, and lead the three of clubs. East,
who is down to a pair of K-Q’s, cannot withstand
the pressure of the fourth club lead.

If he discards a heart, you ruff the three of hearts,
establishing dummy’s four; if he discards a diamond
instead, you cash the ace of diamonds before ruffing
a heart and score the last trick with the diamond jack.
Either way, East is a deceased pigeon.

 Tomorrow: Planning the play.

Planning the Play
A fine declarer always forms at least a tentative

plan of action before playing a card from dummy.
He realizes that he cannot expect good results with
a high degree of regularity if he begins to play with-
out some kind of plan in place.

Consider the present deal where West leads a heart
against four spades. Declarer sees at once that his
only potential losers are a trump and three diamonds.
He also notes that if all goes well, he can eventually
discard a diamond on dummy’s fourth club.

South’s only real problem, therefore, is to man-
age his trumps in such a way that East cannot gain
the lead with the queen of trumps if he happens to
have that card. Declarer takes this view because he
cannot afford to have East make what might prove
to be a deadly diamond return.

Accordingly, South wins the heart lead with the
ace, cashes the ace of trumps, leads a heart to
dummy’s king and returns a low trump, finessing
the ten after East follows low. Win or lose, the fi-
nesse assures the contract. In the actual case, the
finesse wins, and South finishes with 11 tricks.

But let’s assume that the worst happens and the
finesse loses to West’s doubleton queen. Even so,
the contract is in no danger, regardless of where the
diamond ace is located. West can do no better than
return a club, and South disposes of one of his dia-
mond losers on dummy’s fourth club.

If declarer fails to take the trump finesse and
cashes the A-K instead, he unnecessarily jeopar-
dizes the contract. In the actual hand, he would go
down one, assuming normal defense.
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