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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Garfield = Jim Davis

1 DECLARE THIS HOUSE
MOUSE FREE!

www.garfield.com
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WHOA! CHEESE
HAS LEGS!
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

REMEMBER HoW YOU PROMISED To BUY ME
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I DON'T KNOW HOW
TO MAKE ASPARAGUS. MAYBE SOMEBODY
SHOULD GIVE ME SEVERAL TIPS,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clug: B equals A

EVERYBODY AT MY ;
OFFICE HAS DIFFICULTY
JUGGLING WORK,
FAMILY, PERSONAL
DEMANDS. IT'S
AMAZING ANYONE CAN
KEEP THINGS STRAIGHT.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SHEEP WERE TO
PERFORM SOME CHORAL MUSIC, I BET IT
WOULD END ON A BAA-ED NOTE,

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: U equals P
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Bridge

NORTH
AASS
YA432
A9
#AKQ3
EAST

SOUTH
AaKQJ1072
v6

)
*10952

Test Your Play

Thisis adouble-dummy problem. The contract
is Seven Spades, and West |eads the ten of hearts.
Youarepermittedtolook at all four handsinattempt-
ing to find the solution. How do you proceed?
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It might appear that you must lose a diamond
come what may, but obviously the diamond loser
can beavoided, sinceotherwisethehand would not
be presented hereasaproblem.

Asusual, whenyou haveall theremainingtricks
but one, the first thought to pop into your mind
shouldbethepossibility of asqueeze. For asqueeze
to beeffective, youmust assumethat one opponent
or theother hastwo suitstoguard. Asyoumust al so
assumethat the clubswill break favorably, thetwo
suits one of the defenders will have to guard are
hearts and diamonds.

This presupposesthat the hearts are divided 5-3
or 6-2, so that only one of the defenders can guard
hearts. Accordingly, youwintheheartlead withthe
ace, ruff aheart and then draw four roundsof trumps
to producethis position:

North [H] 43 [D]A[C] AKQ3

West [H] 9[D]875 [C] J86

East [HIKQ [D] KQ10 [C] 74

South [S] 7 [D] J2 [C] 10952

You now cashthe A-K-Q of clubs, being careful
todropyour 10-9-5, andlead thethreeof clubs. East,
who isdown to a pair of K-Q's, cannot withstand
the pressure of thefourth club lead.

If hediscardsaheart, you ruff thethreeof hearts,
establishingdummy’ sfour; if hediscardsadiamond
instead, you cashtheaceof diamondsbeforeruffing
aheart and scorethelast trick withthediamondjack.
Either way, East isadeceased pigeon.
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braid? 50 Labored Hamlin aids P+KJ76
14 Erose 52 Female series 30 Counter’s WEST EAST
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posses- woes 12 Vietham 39 Incubator P+A Q3
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comment “All M contents the 1
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35 Row 48 Beach "
36 Magnitude Boys’ “— Consider thepresent deal whereWest | eadsaheart
37 Cribbage Room” against four spades. Declarer sees at once that his
piece 49 Mid- only potential losersareatrumpandthreediamonds.
38 Varnish afternoon  Healsonotesthat if all goeswell, hecaneventually
'”Igred'em ;oc'a' . discard adiamond on dummy’sfourth club.
40 ? bhery 51 mgr::;'an South's only real problem, therefore, isto man-
42 “Caught 53 Japanese 9@ histrumpsin such away that East cannot gain
yal” airline the lead with the queen of trumpsif he happenstc
havethat card. Declarer takesthisview because he
6 [7 [8 e [1o [t cannot afford to have East makewhat might prove

56

to be adeadly diamond return.

Accordingly, South winsthe heart lead with the
ace, cashes the ace of trumps, leads a heart to
dummy’s king and returns alow trump, finessing
the ten after East follows low. Win or lose, the fi-
nesse assures the contract. In the actual case, the
finesse wins, and South finisheswith 11 tricks.

But let’s assume that the worst happens and the
finesse loses to West's doubleton queen. Even so,
thecontractisinnodanger, regardlessof wherethe
diamond aceislocated. West can do no better than
return aclub, and South disposes of oneof hisdia-
mond | osers on dummy’ sfourth club.

If declarer fails to take the trump finesse and
cashes the A-K instead, he unnecessarily jeopar-
dizesthe contract. In the actual hand, he would go
down one, assuming normal defense.
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“| don’t want the white crayon.

It doesn’t work.”
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“The peas keep jumpin’ off my fork!”




