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Many Americans ready
to walk out of Irag now

Even as the Bush administration pushes through the transfer of
power to anew Iragi government, it lookslike much of Americais
ready to give uponlrag.

Apparently, weseelrag asjust another foreign adventure unwor-
thy of our attention — or our sons.

Americans, in increasing numbers, see this war as difficult and
deadly, but not worth fighting.

Theadministrationhascommitteditself, and an early withdrawal
isunlikely, leaving our troopsinahostilelandwithincreasingly less
support.

Thewinner hereislikely tobetheterrorist mob, whowill seemany
of their objectiveswon if Iraq fallsinto anarchy and confusion as
Americanswithdraw.

Atthispoint, it matterslittleif wegotintothewar becauseof faulty
intelligence or the president’s supposed desire to finish what his
father started. It mattersnot whether Iraqwastheright battleground.

Nearly athousand American soldiershavegiventheir livesinthis
effort. Can we afford to walk away?

War isaterriblething, and the lrag war has been harder by far on
Iraq than it has been on us. But now the terrorists seem to be win-
ning. They have honed their tacticsand driven for thejugular of the
western coalition.

By randomly and viciously killingmost any hostagethey can cap-
turefrom aforeign land, the terrorists are betting that the West has
no stomach for prolonged fighting.

Thisisnot the kind of war our armies are designed to fight. We
believe in large-unit war, where divisions sweep in and conquer
objectives. Wewonthat war inthefirst few weeksinIrag. President
Bushdeclaredit over, but hewarned thenthat wefaced yearsof tough
fighting ahead.

Now weseethat hewasright. Theterroriststoppled agovernment
in Spain, and they would like nothing better than to see “regime
change” inAmericaand England.

The people running this war are not Iraqi, but Arab terrorists
alignedwith Osamabin L aden. Hischief henchmanwastheonewho
bent before the camera and sawed the head off aliving American
hostage.

Thesetacticswill continue until we— thecoalition andthelraqi
government — find and kill or capturetheterrorists. They havethe
upper hand, becausethey areperfectly willingtouseany disgusting
tactic against us. The more cruel and bloody, in fact, the better.

We, on the other hand, raise aruckus — and rightly so — if our
troops embarrass or harass enemy captives.

That isthedifference between our cultures— theArab terrorists
wefacearebarbaricand uncivilized. They believeintheir causeand
they believethey will win.

We may betoo civilized to fight them, but we must. Great civili-
zationscan and do crumblewhenthey losethewill tofight for their
freedom.

It'san ugly thing, and hard to know whenit isnecessary. History
teachesthat it sometimesis.

We need to ask ourselvesif thisisthetime, becauseif wefail in
Iraq, it'squitelikely that theterroristswill regroup and returnto our
shores, and soon.
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WHAT ABOUT
THE OTHER

T THINK
$126 BILLION
AND 850 DEAD
SOLDIERS TRUMPS
THE OTHER
SIDE.

I'M excited about something that’'s going to
happen on aCol by stage next weekend.

Oneof Christianmusic’spremieremalevocal-
ists, with claimsmadethat, “Whenyouhear him
you' [l never forget theexperience,” andthisfrom
Bill Gaither (if you haven't heard of Bill Gaither
you must beliving under arock), “ David hasto
beoneof themost outstanding talentsthat | have
witnessed inthelast 50 years.”

David, in this case David Phelps, one of the
most cel ebrated, recognized and honored vocal -
istsand songwriters on the Christian music cir-
cuit, will bein Colby — yes, Colby, Kansas—
for aconcert on Saturday, July 10 in the Colby
High School auditorium The curtain goes up at
7 p.m. Also on the evening’s program are
Rocketown Records’ recording artist George
Rowe as a special guest and comedian Daren
Streblow.

Phelpsis on a29-city June-July tour and if |
understand correctly, Colby is his only Kansas
performance as he makes his way south from a
concert in Lincoln, Neb.

David Phelpsmadehisfirst appearanceonthe
Christianmusic sceneback in1988 asfirst-place
winner of the M usic Seminar inthe Rockiesvo-
cal competitionin EstesPark, Colo. Hethenwent
on to become Artist in Residence for the First
Baptist Church of Hurst, Texas. And sincejoin-
ing the Gaither Vocal Band in 1997 he has ap-
peared in over 30 projects with the multi-plati-
num group in addition to releasing theindepen-
dent solo album Journey to Grace.

Prior to hisWord Records debut, Revelation,
Phelps released two projects for Spring Hill
Records, Joy, Joy and hisself-titled national solo
debut.

David is credited by many as having one of
today’s most spectacular voices and has caused
countless thousands to rise to their feet for his
inspiring, powerhouse performances. His audi-
enceshaveincluded President GeorgeW. Bush,
massive gatherings at Billy Graham Crusades,
andmillionsof “ABCNews’ viewers. Hisvoice
has brought him multiple Grammy and Dove
awards.

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

David singstenor inthe Gaither Vocal Band,
which, if youfollow gospel music, isoneof the
foremost quartetsin the country.

The Texas native lives near Nashville with
wifeLori and their three young children. Heis
agraduateof Baylor University anddirectedthe
Baylor Religious Hour Choir while pursuing a
concert ministry.

Herein Colby, ticketscanbepurchased at The
His Shop. In advance they are $18 for the Art-
ists Circle and $12 general admission. At the
door thepriceis$25and $20. Groupticketscan
be had at adiscount ratefor 15 or more.

Any money left over after all expenses are
satisfied, will be used to help Colby resident
Kristi Pollonais with her medical expenses.
Kristi isthedaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rich Epp
of our community.

Doyourself afavor. Don't, repeat—don’t —
missthisconcert. It'saonceinalifetimeoppor-
tunity.

-td-

-857-

-td-

HEY, why not bring the family to Colby for
the big Fourth of July fireworks display at the
ThomasCounty Fairgrounds. TheSunday night
“light the sky” show is expected to commence
around 10 p.m. If it’sanything like past shows,
it'll beagoodie onceagain.

-td-

SADDAM Huessinisnow inthehandsof the
Iragis. Heinsistsheisstill president of Iraq. He
saysthereal culpritisBush (asin GeorgeW.). |
would muchrather bein GeorgeW.’ sshoes, fac-
ing criticism from Saddam, then in Saddam

Ah, those good old

Today we will deal with memories, thanksto
Joanfor sharing. | thinkyou'll particularlylike
thissubmission, especiallythoseof uswithafew
yearsunder our belts. - td

My Mom used to cut chicken, chop eggsand
spread mayo onthe samecutting board withthe
sameknifeand no bleach, but wedidn’'t seemto
getfood poisoning.

My Mom used to defrost hamburger on the
counter and | used to eat it raw sometimestoo,
but | can’t remember getting E-coali.

Almostall of uswouldhaverather goneswim-
ming in thelakeinstead of a pristine pool (talk
about boring).

Theterm cell phonewould have conjured up
aphoneinajail cell, and apager wasthe school
PA system.

We all took gym, not PE. and risked perma-
nent injury with apair of high top Ked's (only
worn in gym) instead of having cross-training
athletic shoeswithair cushion solesandbuiltin
lightreflectors. | can’trecall any injuriesbut they
must have happened because they tell us how
much safer we are now.

Flunking gym was not an option... even for
stupidkids! I guessPE must bemuch harder than
gym.

Every year, someonetaught thewhol e school
alesson by runninginthehallswithleather soles
on linoleum tile and hitting the wet spot. How
much better off would we be today if we only
knew we could have sued the school system.

Speaking of school, weall said prayersandthe
pledge, and staying in detention after school
caught all sorts of negative attention. We must
have had horribly damaged psyches.

| can’'t understand it. Schoolsdidn’t offer 14
year oldsan abortion or condoms (wewouldn’t
have known what either was anyway), but they
did give usacouple of baby aspirin and cough
syrupif westarted getting the sniffles. What an

TD

® At
Week’s
End

archaic health system we had then.

Remember school nurses? Ours wore a hat
and everything.

| thought that | was supposed to accomplish
something before | was allowed to be proud of
myself.

| just can’t recall how bored wewerewithout
computers, PlayStation, Nintendo, X-box or
270digital cable stations.

| must be repressing that memory as| try to
rationalize through the denial of the dangers
could have befallen us as we trekked off each
day about amile down the road to some guy’s
vacant 20, built fortsout of branchesand pieces
of plywood, made trails, and fought over who
got to bethe L one Ranger. What wasthat prop-
erty owner thinking, letting us play onthat lot?
He should have been locked up for not putting
up afencearound the property, completewitha
self-closinggateand aninfraredintruder alarm.

Oh yeah... and where was the Benadryl and
sterilizationkitwhen| got that beesting?1 could
have been killed!

We played king of the hill on piles of gravel
left onvacant construction sitesand whenwegot
hurt, Mom pulled out the 48-cent bottle of
mercurochrome and then we got our butt
spanked. Now it’satriptotheemergency room,
followed by a 10-day dose of a $49 bottle of
antibiotics and then Mom calls the attorney to
suethecontractor for leavingahorribly vicious
pileof gravel whereit was such athreat.

shoesfacing the noose from fellow Iragis.
-td-

| SEE whereat | east onemedical expert think:
Americans are not exposing themselves tc
enough sun. That'satwist! Of course hiscom:-
mentsand reasoning were cast asideasfolly by
otherswho study theeffectsof thesunontheskir
of humans. So, like eggs that were condemnec
to ‘egg hell’ sometime back and then returnec
tofavor, now they arebeginningtowonder if we
aren’t shielding ourselves too much from the
sun. I'll beinteresting to see how long it take:
some skin care manufacturer to come up witt
something called ‘ sun unblocker.’

-td-

I THINK Saddam Hussein would be agooc
candidate for one of those television survivor
shows.

-td-

BACK tothebasics, maybe?

Rick, fresh out of accounting school, went tc
ainterview for agood payingjob. Thecompany
bossasked various questionsabout him and hi
education, but then asked him, “What is three
times seven?’

“22,” Rick replied. After he left, he double:
checkedit on hiscal culator (heknew heshoulc
havetaken it to theinterview!) and realized he
wouldn’t get thejob.

Abouttwoweekslater, hegot al etter that saic
hewashired for thejob! Hewasnot onetolook
agift horseinthemouth, but wasstill very curi-
ous. Thenext day, hewent in and asked why he
got the job, even though he got such a simple
guestion wrong. The boss shrugged and said
“Well, you werethe closest.”

Sad, huh?!

-td-

HFOJ!

-td-

HAVE agood evening and agood week-
end, and don’t forget to spend alittletimein
the church of your choice.

*kkkk

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press

His columns appear Wednesdays and Fridays.
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We didn't act up at the neighbor’s house ei-
ther becauseif wedid, we got our butt spanked
(physical abuse) here too, and then we got our
butt spanked again when we got home.

Dad droveacar with leaded gas.

Our music hadto beleftinsidewhenwewent
outtoplay and | amsurethat | nearly exhaustec
my imagination acoupl eof timeswhenwewent
on two-week vacations. | should probably sue
thefolksnow for thedanger they put usinwhen
weall dept in campgroundsin the family tent.
(Or took napsinthecar withonechild upinthe
back window, another in the back seat, and the
youngest in the floorboard.)

Summers were spent behind the push
lawnmower and | didn’t even know that mow-
erscamewith motorsuntil | was 13 and we got
onewithout anautomatic blade-stop or anauto-
drive.

How sick were my parents? Of course my
parents weren't the only psychos. | recall Bob
fromnext door coming over and doing histricks
on the front stoop just before he fell off. Little
did hisMom know that she could have owneg
our house. I nstead she picked him up and swat-
ted himfor being suchagoof. It wasaneighbor-
hood run amuck.

Totop it off, not asingle person | knew had
ever been told that they were from a dysfunc-
tional family. How could we possibly have
knownthat?Weneededtogetintogrouptherapy
and anger management classes?

We were obviously so duped by so many so-
cietal ills, that we didn’t even notice that the
entire country wasn't taking Prozac! How dic
wesurvive?

Yep, times has changed — and did someone
say “for the better?’” Hah!

*kkkk

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd?” Please
sendittotd@nwkansas.com, mail to 155W. 5th,
Colby 67701, call 462-3963 or fax 462-7749.



