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Trojans
have new
coach

Former Wyoming
winner takes over
Ostermann vacancy

Colby Community College
President Dr. Mikel Ary announced
today that Brian Marso has been
selected asthenew head men’ shas-
ketball coach.
Marso brings
unparalleled
success and en-
thusiasm to the
Trojanprogram.

“The college
isvery fortunate
to hire an out-
standing young
coachwithsuch
impressive credentials,” said Ary.
“Coach Marso’s proven record of
successshouldallow theTrojansto
continuetheir winningrecord. | en-
courage Trojan fans to support
BrianMarsoandtheteamaswhole-
heartedly asthey haveintherecent
past.”

Marso is leaving an assistant
men’sposition at the University of
Montana, where hewas serving as
recruiting coordinator for head
coach Pat Kennedy. Beforemoving
totheGrizzly program, hewashead
men’ shasketball coach at Sheridan
Junior Collegein Sheridan, Wyo.

Marso was one of the most suc-
cessful basketball coachesin the
nation while at Sheridan. He won
the Wyoming Conference each of
hisfour seasonsandwontheRegion
I X tournament in 2001-2002, also
advancing to the national tourna-
ment in Hutchinson that same sea-
Son.

MarsowasselectedasRegion X
Coach of the Year three times and
finished hiscareer at Sheridanwith
al16-17overall record. Eachof his
four teams finished the season
ranked in the top 20 in the nation.
HisSheridan squadswerean amaz-
ing 56-0 on their home court.

Previous to his success as head
men’s coach at Sheridan, in 1998-
1999 heledthewomen’steamtothe
NJCAA national finalsin Salina
His only women’s team also won
the Wyoming league title and the
Region I1X during a 28-10 cam-
paign. He was selected as the Re-
gion| X Women'sCoachof theYear
that season.

SportsLine

Brian Marso

Lady Eagles’ team

camp announced

The Colby High School Lady
Eagles’ basketball team camp
swingsinto actiononMonday, July
12. Coach Tom Beckman released
the following schedul e:

« July 12— Practicefrom 7-9:30
a.m.; varsity at the community
building and junior varsity at the
elementary gym.

*July 13-14—Travel toMcCook
for tournament.

« July 15— Practice at the high
school gym.

« July 16 — Team BBQ.

Pleasecall Beckmanat 785-687-
3785 if you need additional infor-
mation.

Remember: Dennen

Field is closed

The Dennen Field Complex in
Colby isclosed until further notice
for the track resurfacing project.
The school district apologizes for
the inconvenience thismay cause,
but would appreciate the coopera-
tion of the community in helping
keep people out of the area until
completion. As soon asthe project
is finished, expected in early Au-
gust, thepublicwill benotifiedand
thefacilitieswill reopen for public
access..

Weight room open

The summer weight room hours
for all Colby School District ath-
letes, 7th through 12th grades, are
underway and will continue
through Aug. 12 at the high school
gym. The room is open on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, with workout sessions
from 6-7:15 am., 7:15-8:30 am.,
8:30-9:45a.m.,and 6:30-7:45p.m.
Thesesessionswill includestrength
training and also flexibility and
agility. Athleteswill need to attend
one session daily.

Wark works the mound

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Logan Wark, a member of the Sweet Thunder 12 and Under
team, took to the mound last week during the Sweet Thunder’s
annual summer tournament. The team has a game against
Sharon Springs at 6 p.m. on Thursday at the Colby Commu-
nity College fields.

Sports news to: colbysports@nwkansas.com

Legion goes 2-3 in Hays tourney

Colby AmericanLegionBaseball
HaysWild West Tournament
July 2-July 4

Colby 5Manhattan 4

Colby 1, Dodge City 11
Colby 3, Garden City 9
Colby 0, Hays 8

Colby 13, Larned 5

The Colby American Legion’s
weekend at the Hays Wild West
Tournament started on a high note
and ended on a high note. Colby
opened play with alast inning,
come from behind victory over
Manhattan.

Trailing 4-1 in the bottom of the
seventh, Colby staged their best
comeback of the season. Brett Wil-
son started therally with abase hit
that provided Col by with hope. Jor-
dan Cranstonfollowedwith another
single, advancing Wilson to third.
Brian Sulzman then hit a sacrifice
fly to center to score Wilson.

Chris Gordon was next, and he
proceeded to drill thefirst offering
he saw over the center field fence
for agametying, two-runhomerun.
JoshHoutz continuedtherally with
thefourth hit of theinning, placing

himself on first. Finally, Bruce
Arnberger got hischanceand drove
aball over thecenter fielder’shead
for atriple, scoring Houtz and fin-
ishing theimprobable comeback.

Jordan Cranston went 4 for 4 in
game one. Jeremy Dietz and Josh
Houtz had two hits apiece.

The next three games were not
kind to Colby, as they could not
comeupwiththemagicthey hadin
game one. Colby could only mus-
terthreehitsinalossto DodgeCity.
Against Garden City, despiteafirst
inning two-run home run by Brian
Sulzman, andtwo hitsfrom Jeremy
Dietz, Colby could not stop the
Blues' batsfrom working either.

The fourth game of the tourna-
ment against host Hays, alsoproved
problematic. Haysscoredfiveruns
inthefirst, and despite good relief
work from Bruce Arnberger, who
allowedjust oneruninfourinnings
on the mound, Colby could not
overcomethe early deficit.

Thelast game of the tournament
ontheFourthof July madethethree
previousgamesworthwhile. Jordan
Cranston took the hill Sunday, de-
spite a severely bruised right foot
from a collision with the left field

fence Saturday, and guided Colby
tovictory over Larned.

Cranston threw seven compl ete,
walking just one Larned batter.
Cranston also got the winin game
one against Manhattan, when he
camein relief and pitched to one
batter inthetop of theseventhto get
Colby out of ajam.

Miles Ackerman’s two run
double in the first, after Chris
Gordon’'s RBI single, gave Colby
the early lead. Colby held an 8-5
lead going into the top of the sev-
enth when the floodgates opened.
The bases were loaded with twa
outs, when Bruce Arnberger
launched aball over theoutfieldfor
atripleto put thegameout of reach.
Arnberger went 2 for 4 with g
double, atriple, and four RBIs.
ChrisGordon hadthreehitsinclud-
ing atriple. He scored four times.
Josh Houtz went 2 for 3 with twe
doubles and two RBIs. Brian
Sulzmanalsoadded an RBI double.

Colby isnow 12-11. Their next
action is against Norton this
evening at 6 p.m. at the Colby City
Fields. Colby faces off against
McCook on Friday at 5:30 p.m.,
alsoin Colby.

Rockies post fifth straight win

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Jeromy Burnitz helped end
Colorado’s bad luck in San Fran-
cisco.

Burnitz homered and drove in
three runs, including a go-ahead
single in the ninth, helping the
Rockies overcome afive-run defi-
cit to win their fifth straight, 8-6
over the Giantson Tuesday night.

“We might have reversed the
mojo,” Rockies manager Clint
Hurdle said. “Maybewe found the
antidote.”

The Rockies took the first two
games of athree-game series for
just their second serieswin in the
Giants' new ballpark. Coloradolost
itsninepreviousgamesin San Fran-
cisco.

Burnitz singled off Jason
Christiansen (1-2) with two outs.
Christiansen hit Larry Walker with
apitch and walked Matt Holliday
ahead of Burnitz. Charles Johnson
added an RBI single.

“1 was looking for a pitch to hit
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and | missed a couple early in the
count,” Burnitz said. “Luckily |
reached out on abreaking ball and
wasabletoget anicelinedrive.”

Tim Harikkala (2-1) pitched the
eighth. Shawn Chacon pitched the
ninth for his 19th save in 25
chances, walking Barry Bondsand
Dustan Mohr with one out before
A.J. Pierzynski poppedupandMar-
quisGrissom hit agrounder to sec-
ondtoendit.

Burnitz hitagame-tyingtwo-run
homer to straightaway center to
highlight a five-run rally in the
eighth that tied the game at 6.
Holliday alsodroveintworunsand
Larry Walker drovein aruninthe
inningasGiantscloser Matt Herges
blew his sixth save in 27 chances.
All five runs were unearned as a
result of shortstop Deivi Cruzdrop-
pingAaronMiles' softlinedriveto
lead off.

“Thisis like the other place,”
Burnitz said, referring to Candle-
stick Park. “There are strange
windshereandyou never know on
agiven night. | hit the ball pretty
good and knew it had achance.”

Snow hadthreehitsanddrovein
threerunsand Pierzynski homered
fortheGiants, wholosttheir fourth
straight.

Giantsstarter Jason Schmidt al-
lowed one run on one hit over
seven innings but was denied his
11th straight win when Herges
blew the save.

Schmidt, named to his second
straight All-Star team, walkedfive
and struck out 12, one shy of his
career high.

“1don’tknow howtoanalyzeit,
| screweditup,” Hergessaid. “No-
body did anything wrong except
for me, and | blew aone-hit gem.
It wasbrutal.”
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