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Letters

Loosen up a little

Tothe Colby FreePress:

What do | think?

I think whenwenolonger questionthedecisionsof our lead-
ership and nolonger demand accountability, wearein serious
trouble. | think we are in serious trouble when we bristle up
and lash out at anyone who is questioning our motivesor in-
tents. | think when we don’t question our own political opin-
ionsor even our own theology and rel ationship with God, we
areinserioustrouble. | think someof usareintroublemost of
thetime.

The evidence of partisan politicsisvirtually impossibleto
avoid. Thosesamefolkswhoarecrying ‘ foul’ when President
Bushisquestionedwereon center stagein‘fouling’ President
Clinton. Thosefolkswho arebashing thesinsof their next door
neighbor have sinsenough of their own to worry aboui.

My brother has'logs’ inhiseyeand| only occasionally have
a‘speck’ inmine. Right?My opinionsarebasedonfacts. Yours
must be based on something lessthan factual, liketheliberal
left or maybethe ultraright. | take my ordersfrom the Bible
and you must be ignoring what The Word says. My sources
are directed by the Holy Spirit and yours obviously must be
from the Devil himself. My Church takes its theology and
doctrine from the Holy Bible and therefore it isright. (My
Churchhasacapital Candyoursdoesn’t.) Your churchdoesn't
agree with mine on every interpretation, doctrine and creed,
sotherefore; your church must not believeinthe Perfect Word
of God. Infact, | guessyou must belistening to thedevilsan-
gels. God tellsme | am right and you are wrong. | don’t be-
lievethereisaGod; thereforeyou can't talk about God in my
presence.

In conclusion, | think maybewe all need to loosen up abit
and try finding middle ground to work from. Wedon't any of
ushavetheabsol utewisdomof Godand|’ mvery doubtful that
God has given any one of usthe authority to declare eterna
damnation for anyone else. | don’t think God has laid His
mantel of protection and approval on any specific church or
political party. | think God deal swiththeindividual. Hedeals
with the corporate structures of society through individuals.

Ken Poland
Gem
(L etter #54)

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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TICKETS are still available for Saturday’s
concertintheColby high School auditoriumfea-
turing oneof Christian music’soutstanding per-
sonalities David Phelps. You've heard him,
you'veseen him. Now you canhavea'live’ en-
counter with the man experts claim has one of
the most powerful voices on planet Earth. The
concertisscheduledat 7 p.m.

Hereare some of hisawardsand accomplish-
ments:

» 1988 — first place winner at Christian Mu-
sic“Seminar inthe Rockies,” EstesPark. Colo.

* 1999— GMA DoveAwardfor thea bum Still
the Greatest Story Ever Told.

* 1999 — GRAMMY Award for the album
Kennedy Center Homecoming.

* 2000— GMA DoveAwardfor thealbum God
isGood.

».2001— GMA DoveAwardfor thesong“ God
isGoodAll theTime*

» 2001 — GMA Dove Award for the album |
DoBelieve.

» 2002 — Southern Gospel News Music
Award,. “MaleVocalist of the Year.”

» 2002 — Performance for President George
W. Bush.

» 2002 — GRAMMY Award for ABilly Gra-
ham Music Homecoming.

» 2002 — GMA Dove Award nomination for
“MaleVocalist of the Year.”

» 2003— Southern Gospel New MusicAward,
“MaleVocalist of the Year.”

You can see the credentials he is bringing to
the high school stage. You don’'t always get to
keep company with artists of this mold. If you
know anything about gospel music, the name
Gaither should come quickly to mind Well,
David Phelpsisassociated with that name, that
organization.

Doyourself afavor — makeit afamily night
out. Betherewhen hebringsthecrowdtoitsfeet.

Ticketsherein Colby canbepurchased at The
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SO SENATOR,
WHAT DOES

YOLIR CAMBAIKEN
OFFERS

COPETIVIISM

Still time to ge your tickets

| Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

His Shop.

-td-
| DON'T quite know how he meant it, but |
asked afriend if he had an enjoyable4th and he
said he enjoyed his5th more.
-td-

| SEE wherewehavereceived 2.22 inchesof
rain so far thismonth— and themonthisinits
infancy. That might just be a bit of a stretch,
however, becausethe0.33incheslogged on July
1 actually fell on June 30. The Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center takesreadingsat 8a.m.
eachday for thepreceding 24 hours. Tokeepthe
books straight, we utilize their daily reports as
received, although they may not balance out
withyours. Butthemainthingiswearereceiv-
ing some nice rain activity (if there was just
something we could do about the wind). Of
coursewesay that about the snow, al so. Regard-
less, we'll take it aswe get it. And be thankful
forit.

-td-

THE community fireworks display didn’t
pan out as expected — thanks to the stormy
weather. So, it isback onthe schedulefor Sun-
day, July 11 at thefairgroundsin Colby follow-
ing theraces. Mark that on your calendar.

-td-

SPEAKING of fireworks, we had some of
those in our neighborhood over the weekend,
pre-storm and post-storm. Really, the weather
provided its own version of July 4th and July

5th— boomers and flashes. So, when the
footfolks took over they were trying to outdc
Mother Nature’s show. | liked the people thing
better.

-td-

I T' S Sen. John Edwards. | think most every-
body felt it would be. He haswhat presidential
hopeful Sen. John Kerry lacks— charisma. A¢
Kerry’srunning mate, theNorth Carolinasena
torwill light afireunder acampaignthat isdraw-
ing big crowdsbut just seemstolack that cheer-
leader appeal . A big plusalsoisthefact thetwc
Johnsweren’t alwayskindto oneanother inthe
earlier debates. They made up and are now ¢
team. The Republicans, not be outdone on the
day Kerry named Edwards, unleashed atidal
waveof tel evision commercial sshowing Presi-
dent Bushand Sen. JohnM cCainasaunited duo
Itwasn’talwaysthat way. So, putting thingsintc
perspective, theDemocrats' Kerry picked some:
onewho picked onhimearly on, and our Repub-
licans President is wrapping himself around e
popular Republican senator who hasnot always
saidkindthingsabout thecommander-in-chief

So, what’'s new? That’s politics.

-td-

AND | seewhere Sen. Elizabeth Dol eisshow-
ing her age by comments madethismorning or
the tube. Aslong as she’s been involved in the
process you' d think she could come up with
something new, different and persuasive. She
and Sen. John Edwards are from the same state
and Doleisthejunior senator in rank.

-td-
THEN there’s Ralph Nader who can't seen
tofind aparty. That shouldtell him something
-td-
WELL, haveagod evening!
*kkkkk

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

A bittersweet birthday

Aswe celebrated America's 228th birthday
thisweekend, | couldn’t helpbut feel alittlebit-
tersweet about the divisionthat iswracking our
country right now.

It isn’t the rancorous nature of our presiden-
tial election, or thedebatesover abortion, thewar
inlragor the countlessother thingsuponwhich
wedisagreethat bothersme. Rancor and name-
calling, while they should not be, have been a
hallmark of many of our spirited debates
throughout history.

Indeed, alook at our own congressional his-
tory or a short time on C-SPAN watching the
British House of Commons makes our modern
congress|ook positively civil.

Thefrightening thing about our current divi-
sionisthatitisbased ontheveryidealsforwhich
we stand. We have left off an objective under-
standing of basic truth for a subjective under-
standing that real truth isfound only in the ex-
perience of theindividual.

Thereal problem with the debate isthose on
the side of objective truth aren’t putting their
money wheretheir mouthis.

American Christianshavedevel oped an ecu-
menical slantwhich hascaused usto accept sub-
jectivetruth concerningthe unity of thebody of
Christ in order that we might be united against
moral issues.

Wehave, inshort, replacedtheimportant with
theurgent. Until wewho accept the Bibleasthe
unique, inerrant word of God can unite on its
basic principles, we cannot hope to influence

!r ﬁ Jay Kelley
~ 77| e Speaking
MyMind

othersto make abetter society.

We cannot even agreeon what it meansto be
saved, or how one enters into that state. How,
pray tell, canweexpect theworldtolistento us
whenweclaimthereisobjectivetruthwhenwe
don’t practice it in our most fundamental be-
liefs?

Going even further, until we can unite onthe
word of God as the sole complete and perfect
revelation of God'swill, we don't even havea
message.

Our founders did not intend for everyone to
doasthey pleased. They understoodthegovern-
ment they created couldonly lastif it weremade
up of honest, conscientious citizens.

They also understood the need for vigorous
debatein order to settledifferencesand the dif-
ference between compromising on issues and
compromising principles.

We, it seems, have forgotten those things.
Religious activitiesin our early daysincluded
debateson basi ¢ principlesof scripturebetween
peopleof differingviews. Today’ sget-togethers

between different groups seek to sweep differ-
encesunder theruginthenameof togetherness.

Folks, thatisliketyingtwocats, tailstogether
andthrowingthemover aclothesline. Youmight
havetogetherness, but you certainly don’t have
unity.

Unity insuchadiverseworldasChristendom
isgoing to require morethan joint servicesand
afew potlucks. Itisgoingtorequiresomeintense
soul-searching and some public debate.

Itisgoing torequireall of usto examine our
most cherished beliefsinlight of what God has
tosay. Infact, it might even require some of us
to examinewhat God hasto say!

Until wearewillingtodoit, though, we have
no voicein theworld. We cannot unite against
abortion until we arewilling to unite on salva-
tion.

Wecannot uniteagainst pornography until we
arewilling to unite onfaith. We cannot uniteon
theroleof civil government until weuniteasone
church.

Christendomisfaced with agreat choice. We
can continueindivisionand schism, givinglip-
serviceto unity while pursuing vastly different
doctrinesand allow our country, our world anc
even many of our people, todieinsin.

Onethingweshouldall remember, Jesussaid
our enemy isnot divided.

*kkk*x

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail is
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

GENERAL? FOX News! YOU BET! HE JUSTHAP A RE- TRUE, ON HIS a8y BACK,
175 GETTING A LITILE PORT OF AN NGO TRUCKER HE WAS DRAGEED FROM W, AELL, THERE
TOOHAIRY OUT THERE 70 = HHO HAULED A LOAD OF TEXT- HIZ TRUCK, WHICH WASGET 6/@5/77 ARE A THOU -
BIRPPOG ALL THE POS/- : BOOKS UP 70 MAsUL W/ITH- ON FIRE, BUT WHEN THE STORY.! GAND MORE
7/)£/E 520/?/52 /{/OULZ - " aIT A SINGLE %zg’?v /:;'_O/ZJ/NP HIM, mﬁM’ ’ JUST LIKE T/
OU HAVE ONE FOR U5 ? E GCRATCH ON HIM. ~
& ~—
Doonesbury | — : o )




