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Barmitzvah not always for children
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I have read your
column for years and usually agree
wholeheartedly with your advice.
However, I was stunned to read your
reply to “On the Spot” in New Jer-
sey, who chose not to invite her
neighbor’s 8- and 6-year-old chil-
dren to her son’s bar mitzvah.

Yes, it’s true that children are in-
vited to bar mitzvahs. But in this
case, the neighbor’s children are not
family and are too young to be play-
mates of the bar mitzvah boy.

The parents are within their rights
to exclude these children from the
guest list, especially when the cost
of additional guests is taken into
consideration.

Furthermore, it was rude of the
invitees to RSVP that their uninvited
children would attend.

— LINDA M., ROCKVILLE,
MD.

DEAR LINDA: You’re right —
I goofed. My readers were quick
to set me straight. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I am 14 and re-
cently had a bat mitzvah myself. I
understand the situation. This was a
challenge for our family, too.

Abby, these affairs are expensive,
and it is not always affordable to
include kids who are not close to the
family.

Also, young children can’t sit
through a three-hour service. That
mother should discuss the situation
with her neighbors and tell them that
due to budget and space restrictions,
the number of guests is limited.

— ASHLEY S., FOUNTAIN
VALLEY, CALIF.

DEAR ASHLEY: Where were
you when I needed you?

DEAR ABBY: The bottom line is,
it takes “chutzpah” to include unin-
vited children.

— SUE K., WEST ORANGE,
N.J.

DEAR SUE: It also takes a lot

of nerve or gall (“chutzpah”) to
bring uninvited guests to wed-
dings, anniversaries and other
invitation-only events. However,
if my mail is an indicator, chutz-
pah is one commodity that’s never
in short supply.

DEAR ABBY: I am planning a
small, intimate wedding this sum-
mer. Most of our guests will be fam-
ily and very close friends.

My mother asked me to invite a
longtime friend and co-worker. We
sent the woman a save-the-date
card.

When Mother saw her the next
day at work, the friend said she
would be happy to attend — if she
didn’t have a “band gig.” Mother felt
embarrassed and slighted.

She would now like to start work-
ing from home to avoid this person
and has asked me not to send an in-
vitation.

What should I do?
— SOON-TO-BE BRIDE IN

VIRGINIA
DEAR BRIDE: Since the co-

worker has indicated that if a job
comes up she might be absent,
take the hint and don’t send the
invitation.

Better that she was honest in ad-
vance about the fact she might be
able to attend, rather than being
a no-show.

P.S. Although your mother is
disappointed, she should not let
her co-worker’s reaction spoil a
warm workplace relationship.
Avoiding the woman is not the
answer.

Forgiving her and moving on is.

DEAR ABBY: I am 24. My fiance
is 28.

We have been together for five
years and are engaged to be married
in August.

I love him, but I wonder if I love
him enough to marry him. The
closer we get to our wedding, the
more I want to be free.

I want to go out, have fun and not
feel so serious about everything. He
makes things so much more compli-
cated than they have to be. I can’t
even suggest a place to go for din-
ner without him having to think it
over.

I feel guilty because I feel less at-
tracted to him all the time. Should I
marry him?

— CLAUSTROPHOBIC IN
SAN FRANCISCO

DEAR CLAUSTROPHOBIC:
You may be experiencing pre-
wedding jitters, but one thing is
certain: You shouldn’t say “I do”
unless you mean it with all your
heart.

You and your fiance could ben-
efit from premarital counseling. It
is something that many churches
offer and can be valuable for any
couple considering a lifetime com-
mitment.

Only if you can accept your fi-
ance the way he is should you go
through with the marriage.

* * * * *
Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-

ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Once Upon a Midnight
Dreary

Here is a dream hand played once upon a
time by Dorothy Hayden Truscott. She
didn’t actually play the hand — it occurred
in one of her rare bridge dreams — but it
features a play the likes of which you’ve
probably never seen.

Mrs. Truscott held the East cards, and
South got to five diamonds on the bidding
shown.

 Looking at all four hands, it’s hard to
imagine South finessing the jack of hearts
successfully — since Mrs. Truscott had the
well-guarded queen — but ducking the jack
of hearts proved to be the only way to beat
the contract!

West led the king of spades and contin-
ued with the ace. South ruffed, played a
heart to the king and tried a trump finesse,
losing to West’s queen. Back came a sec-
ond heart, on which declarer played
dummy’s jack.

He reasoned that playing the king and
discarding one club wouldn’t help him a bit,
because he had two small clubs to worry
about, and one discard was virtually use-
less.

So South finessed the jack, and Mrs.
Truscott — in her dream — followed low.
South discarded a club on the jack of hearts
and then — because he did not know that
the clubs were so favorably divided — con-
tinued with the ace of hearts, on which he
discarded his remaining small club. West
ruffed, and declarer went down one.

Had Mrs. Truscott played her queen of
hearts on dummy’s jack, as she surely
would have if she had been awake, South
would have ruffed and made the contract
by drawing trumps and playing the A-K of
clubs.

The moral of the story seems to be that
it’s much easier to play good bridge when
you’re asleep than when you’re awake!

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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