Page 2 Colby Free Press Thursday, July 8, 2004

Opinion

Free Press
Viewpoint

Senator McCain’s
goodness radiates

Sen. JohnMcCainiseverybody’ssenator. And heprovedthat again
thismorninginaninterview ononeof themajor television networks.

Thequizzer (Katiesomebody —weonly know thosefolksby their
first names), asked Sen. McCain about Sen. John Kerry’s selection
of Sen. John Edwardsashisvicepresidential runningmate. McCain
said it was a good choice, that Sen. Edwards was a good man. He
also mentioned that he worked on some committees with Sen.
Edwards and continued his praise of the North Carolinian.

Thequizzer wethink wasabit di sappointedin hisanswer. Wethink
the quizzer was hoping to get a negative bead on Edwards from
McCain, probably one of the country’smost popular senators.

But that didn’t happen.

Shethentried another tactic— both President Bushand theDemo-
cratsusingMcCainintheir political advertising— that didn’t work
either. Sheended up with egg on her face, but that isnot uncommom
for these glittering stars of the electronic corpsof (and we despise
using theworld journalists) entertainers.

Sen. McCain has been around the block far too often to fall into
their trap.

TheArizonasenator made no bones about the fact heis support-
ing President Bushinhisbidfor re-election. Andwhy shouldn’t he?
M cCainisaRepublican and although heisindisagreement withthe
president on someissueshestill feelsMr. Bushisperforming asthe
country expectsthe president to perform.

Wehaveheard alot of chatter from somequartersthat Sen. Kerry
had wanted M cCain ashisvicepresidential running mateand there-
fore Sen. Edwards was Kerry’s second pick. Reports now coming
from both camps indicate no offer was ever made by Kerry to
McCain. Andif so, so?1tisnot unusual for apresidential candidate
to not get his#1 choice.

And to the question being aired in some political commercials,
Edwards would be as well prepared to step into the presidency if
circumstances warranted as George W. Bush was when he got the
checkered flag in the 2000 race.

So, hurrahfor McCain; hurrahfor Edwards; hurrahfor Kerry; and
hurrah for Bush.

Oops— hurrah for Cheney.

TomA. Dreiling
Publisher

Commentsto any opi nionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtothe Colby FreePress, 155W. 5th &., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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MesaVerdeisawonderful national treasure,
but it'salong waysfrom anywhere.

Wewerein Durango, Colo., and our itinerary
called for avisit to the cliff dwellingsin Mesa
Verde National Park.

Wehadn’t beentoMesaVerdefor 30years.All
| remembered about the park wasthat it washard
togettothecliff dwellingsandthat it wasreally,
really hot the day we decided to visit.

Wewereinacar that had vapor lock problems.
We had to either sit in the hot sun for an hour
waiting for the car to cool off enoughto start, or
put cool washcloths around the gas line. We
learnedtodothecool washclothtrick quickly and
used it often on that trip 30 or so years ago.

Thistime, wewould beonatour buswith other
members of the National Newspaper Associa-
tion, whichwasholdingitssummer board meet-
ing in Durango.

Ittakesmorethanan hour just toget tothe park
from Durango so we sat back and enjoyed the
beautiful mountain scenery and watched for
traces of the big burn, which took thousands of
acres and dozens of homes near Durango two
summers ago.

The fire damage could be seen on hillsides
whereonly thedead trunksof treesremain. [t will
beyearsbeforetheseskel etonsfall over, but new
growth has started in most places.

Onceyou get totheentrance, it'sanother hour
to the ruins. We stopped at Cliff Palace, one of

boy, talk a'bout sor

thelargest of thecliff-dwelling sites. Thereare
morethan 100 roomsand several kivas. Arche-
ologistsnow believethiswasaceremonial site
used by the surrounding peoples as areligious
center with just asmall resident popul ation.

MesaVerdeitself wasafarming community.

Scholarsbelievethat thepeople, wholivedon
thetop of themesafor about fivecenturies, built
thecliff dwellingsinthe13th century sothat they
would have more land to farm and a place to
safely storetheir produce.

A 20-plus year drought and overpopulation
caused friction among the clans of theareaand
they finally moved out to settlethepuebl osal ong
theRRio Grande, from Taos, N.M ., to El Pasoin
the south.

Today, thedescendantsof thesepeoplelivein
the pueblos, including Acoma, SantaClaraand
Zuni, and the Hopi reservation.

TheNavagjointheareaarealater migration,
as are the Southern Utes, who traded the gov-

Here’s how you can get

You don't have to be aprofessional writer to
shareyour questions, answersor opinions. Free-
domof religion, freedom of speech, andfreedom
of the presshasmade our nationwhat it istoday
anditiswhat will continuetokeepit strongand
viable. However, those freedoms are of little
value and will belost intimeif we don't prac-
ticethem.

Mr. (Tom) Dreiling, you may needto hirean-
other ad salesman! You need to sell enough ad
space to pay for two or three pages of |etters!
Subscriptionsdon’t pay all the cost of publish-
ing a newspaper. Back in the medieval days
when | was in journalism class in high school
they told uswewould need advertising spaceto
equal all space not devoted to advertising. I'm
suretherearemorefolksout therewithopinions
that need to be shared, and many with writing
skillsto make their pointsknown.

What value isfreedom of religion if you are
not active and involved in areligiousfaith and
donot know what that faithis?l happentoclaim
thefaith of Christianity and practicemy faithin
fellowshipwith membersof theAmerican Bap-
tist Churchesof theU.S.A. Doesthat mean that
| don’t fellowship with Christians of other de-
nominations? Doesthat meanthat | think Ameri-
can Baptist Churches are the official voice of
God?Absolutely not! When| speak about Chris-
tianity and the church, | amincluding churches
of all denominations, including the indepen-
dentswhohavenoformal judicatory affiliations
with any other churches. | don’t hold that any
church, regardless of affiliation or non affilia-
tion, isThe Church.

Thereisno hierarchy of manintheAmerican
Baptist Churches. Weareautonomous, meaning

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

do not consider our pastors as having any spe-
cial authority in governing the organization or
havingany absoluteauthority in scriptureinter-
pretation. Andfor sure, most of usdon’t consider
the pastor to be our partisan political voice of
authority. They carry agreat deal of influence
by virtue of their education and commitment.
Webelieveinthe* Priesthood of the Believer.’
That simply meansthat man can go directly to
God without having to have permission from
any other man and that no man can deny our
access. That doesnot meanwecan’t or shouldn’t
usethepastor or specially trainedindividual sto
helpus. When | usetheterminology “man” itis
generic and includes both maleand female.
The point | have attempted to stressin most
of my columnsis: Thechurch, regardlessof the
faith or denomination, doesnot need theauthor-
ity of governmenttovalidateitsteachings. Nei-
ther doesthe government need the authority of
any church or faith to validate its laws. Local,
state, and national government havetherespon-
sibility of regulating civil and secular dealings
of maninsociety. Thechurch hastheresponsi-
bility of man’sreligiousaffiliationwiththe God
of their particular faith. Man, by hisvery nature,
isreligious. He may believe in the God of

muscles!

ernment the MesaVerde sitefor amountain sa
cred to them to the west.

Whileclimbing downintothecliff dwellings
isnot for theold or infirm, the government hac
put in stone steps and log ladders for 650,00C
visitors, who swarm over the areaevery year.

After climbing downand around theareaanc
then out again, my legswere complaining. The
next day | could hardly walk because my
muscleswere so sore.

TheIndianswho lived in these rookeries cu
small hand and foot holes into the rock to ge
from one placeto another.

Now that would havebeenafunclimbtowork
— straight up and strai ght down with hundred:
of feet of nothingnessin between.

Afterour visitto Cliff Palace, wechecked ou
several other ruins but didn’'t get off the roac
again.

The ancient Indians probably had a pretty
good lifefor thetimes, at least until thedrough
came, but | think | prefer the air-conditionec
comfort of our bus.

Guess, I'm just lazy — and after that day,
little sore.

*kkkk

CynthiaHaynesand husband Steveare own:
ersof Nor’ West Newspaper s, of whichthe Col by
Free Pressisa property. Her columnisa stan-
dardin TheOberlinHerald and sheal sowrites
for The Norton Telegram.

Involved

answer to no God. Neither the church nor the
government hastheauthority of God (any God)
to make final judgment of man regarding the
hereafter or for thejudgment of thosewho do not
believeinahereafter. My faithtellsmethat God
is perfectly capable of final judgment and
doesn’'t rely onmeto makeeternal judgment or
any man.

Some denominations don’t agree with me.
Neither do| haveauthority to speak for all those
folks who affiliate themselves with Baptist
churches. My opinionsarestrictly my own, right
or wrong.

And by theway, beforeyou jumpto any con-
clusions about “any God,” my God is the Goo
of Creation, the God of Abraham, and the Father
of Jesus Christ, who isthe author of my salva-
tion. Inasociety that protectsreligiousfreedom,
you may pick any god or representative of god
youchoose. Or, youmay declarethereisno God.
But, you still should abide by the civil laws of
your community and you have aresponsibility
tohelpformulatethestructureand lawsgovern-
ing society. If you don't likethelaw, changeit.
Don'tbreak it. That iswhat ademocratic repub-
licisdesignedfor.

This means that anyone holding elected po-
sitionsin civil government may and should be
actively involvedintheir chosen faith commu-
nities. It al so meansthat activemembersor pro-
fessionals in the faith community may and
should beinvolved in government.

Beagood citizen, both spiritually and nation-
aly.

Get involved.

*kkk*k

Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and a frequent

each church isindependent from any higher Abraham,theDivinity of Christ,anyoneof sev- contributor to this page. E-mail
authoritiesin the denominational structure. We  eral paganreligionsor professtobeatheisticand  rcwinc@cheerful.com.
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