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Carnival readies for fair

Tothe Colby Free Press:

It hasbeenawhilesincel haveupdated youoncarnival
happenings. After alittlecomplication, | am happy to say
things havefallen into place for usand now the Thomas
County Amusement Association is getting things ready
toroll for the Thomas County Free Fair Aug. 3-7.

For thisyear’ sfair wehaveadded anew ride, the Scram-
bler and aconcessionstand. At thistimewehave 19 orga-
nizations that have committed to helping us; but once
again, we still need support from organizations and the
community to run the remaining games and work in the
concession stand.

Westill need approximately 125 peopleto help usout.
Peoplecanwork atwo-hour shift or asmany shiftsasthey
like! And of coursewe need sittersfor the dunk tank.

Also, if anyoneisinterested in purchasing a bench or
picnictable, they cancall TinaHarrisat 785-462-8008in
the next week or so.

JadaTubbsat theChamber of Commercehasonceagain
gracioudly takentheresponsibility of coordinating sched-
ules, soif anyoneisinterested in helping with the carni-
val, they need to call Jadaat 785-460-3401.

Asaways, thankstoyou and everyoneel sefor thesup-
port. Without all of you, thiscarnival could not happen!

Seeyou at thefair!

WandaBrown
Thomas County Amusement Association
(L etter #55)

Commentsto any opihionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax 785-462-7749, drop by the office
or call 785-462-3963. All submissions must carry the signature of
thewriter, adaytimetel ephone number and address. Phone number
and addressareused for verificationonlyandwill not becomeapart
of the submission unlessthewriter so requests. The Free Presswill
attempt to publish your submission within 24 to 48 hour s of receipt.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-

@ink.org
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THE GREEN

POCOR RALPH...HE
COULDN’T EVEN LAND

THIS TIME.

PARTY

RALPH NADE;
T TUPPERWARE
PA

RTY

CANDIDATE

HOW doyoulikemy makeover (photoinbox
accompanying this column).

Okay, soit’snot my picture, but... istherere-
aly that much difference?

(Quit your laughing!)

Thephotoisthat of David Phel ps, whowill be
performing onthestageof the Col by High School

auditorium at 7 p.m. Saturday. You won't want |

tomissit. Heishighly acclaimed and hastaken
his place among the greatsin Christian music.

Itisindeed atreat to have him perform here,
in Colby, hisonly stop in Kansas on his current
29-city June-July tour.

Hehasentertainedinsomeof thenation’slarg-
est cities, beforethousandsof liveaudiences, has
been seen by millions on television and even
performed for President George W. Bush.

Weareindeed blessed to havehiminour com-
pany.

In Colby tickets can be purchased at The His
Shop.

L et’s pack the place!

Thanks for considering an evening out with
one of the giants of theindustry.

-td-

WELL, there he was. Tom Ridge (wish he's
invest in adifferent suit and shirt...and tie), the
Homeland Security boss, looking into the tele-
vision eye and talking again about terrorist
threats against us right here at home. Am | the
only persontiring of these‘ updates' that seemto
take center stagewhen nothing elseisgoing on?
They keep mentioning thetwo political conven-
tionsand voting day itself, but are quick to point
outthat thereisnointelligencespecifically point-
ingtothoseevents. | think they know thespecific
events, | really do.

But all thewhileif wearetobe“vigilant” be-
cause of intelligencethat pointstotrouble, then
why isthealertlevel not changed?Andthemore
they spit out these threats, the more uncomfort-
able we are. Frankly, | do not believe for one
minutethat weareany safer today thenwewere
before 9-11. Forget the fact we haven't had any
major disruptions since 9-11, but that in itself
should beof nocomfort. Instead, that shouldtell
usthat thosewho would do usharm are plotting
and planning thenext big harm— of their choos-
ing and time.

Areweready?

The

Today will beanother interesting day for this
column. Lots of e-mails, lots of variety. Joinin
the gabfest Send me your stuff (1 just love the
word ‘stuff.’) - td

When things in your life seem almost too
much to handle, when 24 hoursin aday are not
enough, remember themayonnaisejar...andthe
coffee.

A professor stood beforehisphilosophy class
and had some itemsin front of him. When the
class began, wordlessly, he picked up avery
large and empty mayonnaisejar and proceeded
tofill it with golf balls. He then asked the stu-
dentsif thejar wasfull. hey agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of
pebblesand poured them into thejar. He shook
thejar lightly. The pebblesrolledinto the open
areas between the golf balls. Hethen asked the
studentsagainif thejar wasfull. They agreedit
was.

The professor next picked up abox of sand
and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand
filled up everything el se. Heasked oncemoreif
thejar wasfull. The studentsresponded with a
unanimous“yes.”

Theprofessor then produced two cupsof cof -
fee from under the table and poured the entire
contentsintothejar, effectiveyfillingtheempty
space between the sand. The studentslaughed.

“Now,” saidtheprofessor, asthelaughter sub-
sided, “1 want youto recognizethat thisjar rep-
resentsyour life. The golf balls are the impor-
tant things— your God, your family, your chil-
dren, your health, your friends, and your favor-
itepassions—thingsthat if everything elsewas
lostand only they remained, your lifewoul d still
be full. The pebbles are the other things that
matter like your job, your house, and your
car. The sand is everything else — the small
stuff.”

Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

Areweready right herein Colby?

Or Goodland?

Or St. Francis?

Or Atwood?

Or Oberlin?

Or Norton?

Or Phillipsburg?

Or Plainville?

Or Stockton?

Or Hill City?

Or Hoxie?

Or Quinter?

Or Grinnell?

Or Oakley?

Or Sharon Springs?

Or Brewster?

“Ready for what?’" you ask. That'sthe ques-
tion we keep looking to our Homeland protec-
torsto answer. How do we know the next blow
will beinamajor city. It could well beacluster
of small, rural towns. They’ve aready shown
what they candotothebiggest of our big. Maybe
next timethey will show uswhat they can doto
the smallest of our small.

Areour law enforcement peoplein our small
towns ready? We don’t hear them updating us
astowhat they aredoingtoprotect us. Andwhen
Homeland Security czar Ridge goesbeforethe
television cameras, are our law enforcement
people glued to the set, or do they receive ad-
vance notice of what heisgoing to say?1sthere
adirect and continuing link from hereto Wash-
ington?Andif so, how comewenever talk about
terrorism? Wearen'timmune— | don’t think.

Or is Homeland Security one of those man-
dated things that failsto be accompanied by a
money belt?Inother words, we' Il scareya’, but
you gotta’ shell out for your own protection?|
see, hear and read often about the millions of
dollarsgoing to the cities. What do wereap?

There are so many questions about so-call e
homeland security. But few, if any, answers
other than “bevigilant.”

Now I’ [l get off my soapbox.

-td-

861.

-td-

After listeningtoaportion of aninterview
thismor ningon thetelevision set withamem-
ber of thebin L aden family, again theold saw
“blood isthicker than water” prevails.

-td-

HERE isasmall part of ane-mail arrivingir
my box thismorning (and then hangintherefor
my response):

“First of all, weplantotakeout at least FIVE
FULL-PAGEADSInthegreater Boston metrc
area, DEMANDING that Sens. Kerry anc
Edwards resign from he Senate in order to rur
for President and Vice President, because
they’rethere so rarely there’s no way for then
to actually represent their constituents.”

Okay, listen up: What Sens. Kerry anc
Edwardsdoisthe businessof Sen. Kerry’sanc
Sen. Edwards' constituents — not me nor yoL
who don't livein their states. And, if wearetc
ask them to resign because of their absences
from the senate, should we not be asking Presi-
dent Bush to also resign because of hisabsence
fromtheOval Officeashefliesall over thecoun:
try to also campaign?

Fairisfair. Nit-pickingissick. Andthisisno
the first election in which some goofy grou
calledfor asenator to step down becausehhewa
seeking the presidency.

Wake up, Americal These hate mongers, or
both sidesof thepolitical landscape, areasdan:
gerous as anything we face. They would dis
mantle, from within, theway the majority of us
live.

-td-

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend
And why not toss some of that money being
spent on those five full-page ads referencec
above, inyour church envel ope thisweekend~

*kkkk*k

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
E-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax 785-462-774¢
or call 785-462-3963.

professor was right

TD

® At
Week’s
End

“If you put thesandintothejar first,” he con-
tinued, “thereisno room for the pebbles or the
golf balls. Thesamegoesfor life. If you spend
all your timeand energy onthe small stuff, you
will never haveroom for thethingsthat areim-
portant to you. Pay attention to the things that
are critical to your happiness. Play with your
children.. Take time to get medical
checkups. Takeyour partner outtodinner. Play
another 18. Therewill alwaysbetimeto clean
the house and fix the disposal . Take care of the
golf ballsfirst, thethingsthat really matter. Set
your priorities. Therest isjust sand.”

One of the students raised her hand and in-
quired what the coffee represented.

Theprofessor smiled. “I’mgladyouasked. It
just goes to show you that no matter how full
your life may seem, there’'s always room for a
cup of coffeewith afriend.”

Good lesson, I'm sureyou will agree.

Thanksto Rod E. for that.

Ah, Kansans, you'll lovethis!

Onceupon atimeinthekingdom of Heaven,
God was missing for six days. Eventually,
Michael the archangel found him, restingonthe
seventh day. He inquired of God. “Wherehave
you been?’

God signed a deep sigh of satisfaction and
proudly pointed downwardsthroughtheclouds,
“Look Michael, look what I’ ve made.”

Archangel Michael looked puzzled and said,
“Whatisit?’

“It'saplanet,” replied God, “and I’ veput Life
onit.I'mgoingtocall it Earthand it’'sgoing tc
beagreat place of balance.”

“Balance?’ inquired Michael, still confused.

God explained, pointing to different parts of
earth. “ For example, northern Europewill be e
place of great opportunity and wealth while
southern Europeisgoing to be poor.”

“Over there,” he continued, “1’ve placed &
continent of white people and over thereis e
continent of black people,” God continuec
pointingtodifferent countries.“ Thisonewill be
extremely hot and while this one will be very
cold and coveredinice.”

The Archangel, impressed by God's work,
then pointed to aland mass and said, “What's
that one?’

“Ah,” said God. “ That'sKANSAS, the most
glorious place on earth. There are beautiful
lakes, rivers, streams, hills, and forests.

“The people from KANSAS are going to be
handsome, modest, intelligent and humorous
and they are going to be found traveling the
world.

“They will be extremely sociable,
hardworking and high achieving, and they will
beknownthroughout theworld asdiplomatsand
carriers of peace.”

Michael gaspedinwonder and admiration but
then proclaimed, “What about balance, God?
You said therewould be balance!!!”

God replied wisely, “Just wait until you see
what I"'m surrounding them with in Oklahoma,
Colorado, Missouri and Nebraska.”

*kkkk

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd” E-mail it
to td@nwkansas.com, fax 785-462-7749, mail
to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701 or dropit by the of-
fice. Thanks!



