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State’s debt rose during 1990s — and continues to climb

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA ( AP) — Kansas used
to have the least debt-ridden state
governmentinthenation, withless
than $200 in bonds to pay off per
resident. Most states had at least
five timesas much per person.

But starting in the 1990s, faced
withlow interestrates, Kansas, like
other states, i ssued bondsinearnest
to finance better highways and
bridges, repairs on state university
campusesand even arestorati on of
the State Capitol.

The Sunflower State’s debt per
resident ballooned by 333 percent
from 1992 to 2002, faster than any
other state's, accordingtoU.S. Cen-
sus Bureau figures. Kansas' per
capitadebt grew morethantwiceas
fast asthat of itsnearest rival, Texas.

And Kansas continues to float
morebonds— about $1.2billionin
the past two yearsalone. The State
Budget Division now calculates
that at the end of the current fiscal
year, onJune 30, 2005, thestatewill
have $3.71 billion in bonds to pay
off.

“Youjust havetostart wondering
at what point Kansans need to be
concerned,” State Treasurer Lynn
Jenkins said. “We may be getting
there.”

Therisein Kansas' debt has at

|east started adebateabout thebur-
den.

One legislator, Sen. Henry
Helgerson, compared the stateto a
family that hasuseditsfull limit on
onecredit card and isgetting ready
to max out another.

“It’safinancia timebombthat’s
probably going to catch up with us
sometime in the next four or five
years,” hesaid.

While State Budget Director
Duane Goossen agrees that bond
paymentswill represent afiscal is-
sue in the near future, he said the
statehasyettooverly burdenitself.

Across the nation, states collec-
tively havebeenissuing moredebt.
Accordingthecensusfigures, state
bonded debt increased from $372
billionattheend of thestates' 1992
fiscal yearstonearly $641billionby
theend of fiscal 2002. That’ sabout
72 percent.

Inrecent months, Californiahas
receivedthemost attention because
inMarchitsvotersapprovedaplan
toissue$15hillioninbondstohelp
solve that state’s ongoing budget
problems.

While Kansas' borrowing has
been on amuch smaller scale, itis
insomewaysmoredramatic, given
the state’shistory.

In fact, according to the census,
at the end of its 1992 fiscal year,

Officials warn boaters
about carbon monoxide

TOPEKA (AP) — State health
official shaveadded carbon monox-
idetoalist of potential hazardssuch
as alcohol, heat and reckless boat-
ingthat boatersand swimmersneed
to watch out for this summer.

A week after Melissa Kennedy,
34, of Holton, succumbed to the
odorless, colorlessgasand drowned
at Perry Lake, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment
warned that carbon monoxide can
build to lethal levelsin windless
conditions.

“ At high concentrations, carbon
monoxide can be fatal in two or
three breaths,” said Lori Haskett,
the department’ sinjury prevention
director.

Jefferson County Sheriff Roy
Dunnaway said K ennedy drowned

in the lake's Slough Creek area
where several boats were docked
and operating gas-powered genera-
tors. Without any breeze, carbon
monoxide gathered near the water,
causing Kennedy to passout.

Another woman also passed out
and slipped underwater but was
pulledtosafety, andagirl passed out
onboard aboat.

“The carbon monoxide was just
sitting there,” Haskett said Friday.
“Usually, you'rein the wind and
(thegas) isabletoescape, butitwas
just kind of hovering.”

Haskett described the symptoms
of carbon monoxide poisoning as
similar tomotionsicknessor being
under theinfluenceof alcohol. She
said someone feeling those symp-
toms should get fresh air quickly.

Wichitas library owed
nearly $2 million in fines

WICHITA (AP) — An overdue
book here. A forgotten videocas-
sette or DVD there. Unpaid fines
everywhere.

If everything were brought back
and every account settled, the rev-
enuefromfinesandthevalueof the
Wichita Public Library’s missing
materialswould amount to just un-
der $2 million — enough to stock
itsshelvesfor two years.

The library is missing almost
26,000items, somefor years—and
it'sabout to crack down.

An additional 6,000 unpaid ac-
counts are due to beturned over to
acollectionagency, andthismonth
thelibrary increased someoverdue
fees for the first timein aimost a
decade.

“Wealwayshopefirst of all toget

the material,” library director
CynthiaBerner Harrissaid.

Wichita now charges a 25-cent
daily late fee on books, which the
city expectsto bring in an extra
$112,000 thisyear.

M ost overdueoffendersoweless
than $20, but some have gone well
over that amount.

One reader checked out 124
itemsnearly 10yearsagoand never
brought them back — incurring
$2,430 in fines and lost materials
fees, Berner Harris said. Five oth-
ersowe more than $1,000 each.

Thelibrary now refers overdue
accountsof $40or more—thereare
11,000 of those — to a collection
agency. Next year’s proposed li-
brary budget suggestsdroppingthe
threshold to $25.

Cancer not slowing
down rodeo coordinator

McCRACKEN (AP) — Jack
Wilson calls cancer “alittle bug”
he'strying to kick and downplays
his importance to the award-win-
ning M cCracken Rodeo.

But thosewho know the 71-year-
old rodeo coordinator are used to
his humility and say the
McCrackenresidentisperhapsthe
biggest part of the annual home-
town event, which ran Friday and
Saturday.

“He’s the rodeo,” said Jackie
Casey, who helps out with the ro-
deo. “When peoplehear himonthe
radio, they know.”

Wilson probably had cancer dur-
ing last year’srodeo, but hedidn’t
know ityet. Thoughthediseasehas
spread to hisliver, lung and bones,
he says*it’sbeginning to fade.”

Heridesintotherodeoeachnight
aspart of thegrandentry, andrides
around the ring when he's intro-
duced beforethe big event. Friday
night, thoserideswerealittlerocky
as his new horse, Betsy Ross,
kicked and bucked her way intothe
arena.

Wilsonlater laughed and said he
hoped hisdoctor wasn’tthereto see
that, since she hastold him he can
only ride a mild-mannered horse
thisyear.

A local organizer of the rodeo
said many people come to the
event because of Wilson, and lo-
cal sponsorsall have the man for
whomtherodeoarenaisnamedon
their mind.

“They ask about Jack. Jack,
Jack, Jack,” said Jerilyn Stull.
“When they see him, they know
it'srodeotime.”
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You just haveto start wondering at
what point Kansans need to be concerned.
We may be getting there.”

Lynn Jenkins,
Kansas State Treasurer

Kansas had |ess than $486 million
in bondsto pay off, about $195 for
every resident. The CensusBureau
said Texas had the next-lowest per
capitaamount, at $461.

By 2002, accordingtothecensus,
Kansas' debt hadrisento$2.29bil-
lion, and its per capita figure to
$844. Both Tennessee, at $627, and
Arizona, at $799, had lower figures.
Texas per capitafigurerosenearly
140 percent, to $1,104.

At the end of 2005, if the state’s
population grew asit did in 2003,
the state’s per capita debt figure
would jump to $1,352.

Bart Hildreth, a public finance
professor at Wichita State Univer-

sity, called theincreasea“warning
flag” for Kansas. He is a former
board member for the Kansas De-
velopment Finance Authority,
which issues bonds for most state
agencies.

Hildrethisnot surehow much of
afinancial problem Kansas' bur-
geoning debt representsyet — and
isin fact doing research on how
much the state might be abletois-
sueinbondsbeforecausingacrisis.

But he said legislators and other
stateofficial snow needto consider
thestate'soverall borrowing capac-
ity.

“1t’s something we should
watch,” hesaidduringaninterview.

“Asindividuals, we' vegot somuch
borrowing capacity. If youbuy that
plasmaTV, you may not be ableto
borrow the money you need to buy
acar to get towork.”

Helgerson seesaproblem. While
most bonds are backed by special
revenues — motor fuels taxes for
highway bonds, for example—the
state plansto use general revenues
to pay off some of them.

For example, state officials de-
cided earlier thisyear toissue $500
million in bonds to shore up the
long-term health of the pension
fund for government workers and
teachers. Thefirst payment onthose
bonds, $10million, isinfiscal 2006,
but the annual amount risesto $37
millionin fiscal 2009.

Helgerson saidthosefundscould
instead be available for other pro-
grams.

“It does have financial conse-
guences for our children and their
children who need services,” he
said.

But Goossen said bondsin Kan-
sas generally are used to acquire

assets— roads, bridges and pris-
ons— that will outlivethe bonds.

TheBudget Division estimates
that of the bonds still outstanding
attheend of fiscal 2005, morethan
half, or $1.89 hillion, will belong
to the Department of Transporta-
tion. Thestateembarked onmajor
transportation programs in 1989
and 1999.

The Department of Health and
Environment will have an esti-
mated $551 million in bonds out-
standing, used to financeloansto
local governments for sewer and
water projects. The higher educa-
tion system’sprojected balanceis
$321 million, with the bonds fi-
nancing construction and renova-
tion projects.

“We' renot bonding for any on-
going operations,” Goossen said.
“We' renot bonding onthingsthat
will get used upinayear.”

ButHildrethsaidtheincreasein
Kansas debtisanissueinitself.

“We' vegot anoti ceableamount
of debt,” hesaid. “Wenow haveto
pay alittle moreattentiontoit.”

Worship in the church
of your choice this

weekend.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIEEPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday,
September through May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,
Interum Pastor, Dean McCormick, 245 W. Col-
lege Dr. - 462-8234, Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, Rev. Francis Harwerth,
1000 S. Franklin, 460-3076, www.colbyberean.com;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m., Sunday Evening Youth 6:00 p.m.,
Tim Morris, associate pastor; e-mail:
morris4him@st-tel.net. Awana Clubs, Wednes-
day, 7 p.m., Middle School, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
@ the Colby Armory

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Rev. Bradley L.
Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
9:15a.m., Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible 7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College Drive, 462-
7144, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship services, 10:45 a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - allages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informal fellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at 6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals as a
contribution to the religious life of the community.
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p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45p.m.and 9:25-9:40p.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Sunday School
9:15 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. September
through May; Worship 9:30 a.m. June through
Labor Day.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cell groups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

TEENS FOR CHRIST CONNECTION, Everett
Robert, 462-7404, Both middle school and high
school program.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Dave Geldmacher, 846-7740; Elmer
Schielke, 1st counselor, 462-9022 and Calvin
Haverfield, 2nd counselor, 672-4165. Sacra-
ment meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School and Pri-
mary 11:20a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/
YW, 12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open to
public, 7-9 p.m. Thursdays, or by appointment.
Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://iwww.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE CHURCH, 345 N. Franklin,
Bishop W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine, Sunday
service, 5 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), 385 W. 3rd - 460-2718, Sunday Morn-

To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker
or Jeremy Blackwill at 462-3963.
We appreciate the businesses and individuals
who have been faithful contributors to this space.

ing Worship at9:00a.m.; Sunday School at10:15
a.m. E-mail: fcccolby@st-tel.net

LANDMARK UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH, Pastor Doyle Glasscock, 815 West
3rd- 462-3667, Service times: Sunday, 10 a.m.,
6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, David S. Hall,
Pastor, East 5th & Country club, 462-3497,
Worship, Saturday, 5:30 p.m. ; Sunday School
and Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Worship,10:30 a.m.
: Lutheran Hour on KXXX at 10 a.m.; KGCR at
2 p.m. website http://www.trinitycolbyks.org

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH Brew-
ster, Sunday Worship 9a.m., Sunday School 10
a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Buch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, Pastor Jerry
Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School 9:30a.m.,
Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Reuv.
Michael Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30a.m., Morn-
ing Worship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Cham-
bers, 785-462-6044, Sunday School, 9:45a.m.,
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD'S STAFF, REXFORD, Mr.
Bob Leach, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30
a.m., Sunday Night Bible Studay 7:30 p.m.,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

STRAMEL Law
Firm, PA.

345 N. LakeAve, 460-3222

Quality Inn

Jay Hawk and staff
1950 S. Range 462-3933
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Wednesday is double print day.

Mark & Aradath Beringer
420 N. Franklin, 462-8169

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181




