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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SHORT-ORDER
COOKS HAVE A DISCUSSION WITH YOU, I

RECKON THEY HASH IT OVER.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals T
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Yesterday's  Cryptoquip:  ASTRONOMER’S
WITTY REPLY TO HIS PAL'S STATEMENT:
“WELL, ISN'T THAT SPATIAL!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals L

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Arrived
1 Fail to 37 Hazzard
include family
5 99 of the 38 Beautiful
101 Dal- maiden
matians 40 Facilitate
9 Unlikely a felony
trick-taker 42 Priestly
12 Counte- vestment
nance 43 Shoe style
130n 48 Afternoon
14 Scott affair
Joplin’s 49 0n the
genre briny
15 NAFTA 50 Immoder-
subject ate
17 The revelry
whole 51 Inheritor,
enchilada often
18 Luna, for 52 Boys
one 53 Anger
19 Big
dipper? DOWN
21 Madison 1 Vacation-
Avenue ing
writers 2 Scratch
24“lt's a Sin 3 Lemieux
to Tell —” milieu
25 Loath-

some one

26 Nietz-
schean
subject

30Bob of
CBS
News

31 Surveyed
pre-heist

32 Expert

33 Remodel

35 Weaponry

4 Rained
cats and
dogs

5 Segment

6 Hexago-
nal state

7 Space-
craft
compart-
ment

8 Relieved

9 Distin-
guishing
character-
istic

10 Humpty’s
perch

11 Look
lecher-
ously

16 Great
weight

20 Melody

21 Teensy bit

22 “David
Copper-
field”
character

Solution time: 21 mins.
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23 Billionaire
who
bought
the Dallas
Mavericks

24 Mimic

26 Rescue

27 Take
advan-
tage of

28 Pinnacle

29 “Untouch-
ables”
role

31 Funny

34 Corn
spike

35 Book-
maker?

37 Family
room

38 “The 500
— of
Barthol-
omew
Cubbins”

39 Bread
spread

40 Sleeping

41 Sheepish
com-
ments

44 Cold War
faction

45 Proposed
amdt.

46 Early
bird?

47 Old-time
soap
ingredient
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ACROSS
1 Chest
protector
4 Shake-
speare’s
river
8 Daytona
circuits
12 Indivisi-
ble
13 Actress
Sorvino
14 Concep-
tion
15 High
card
16 Silent
partner?
18 Pang
20 Long
lunch
21 “Spirit
of '76”
instrument
24 Inventor
Nikola
28 Privation
32 Check
33 Mound
stat
34 Rental
sign
36 Request
37 Orange
coat
39 Disap-
proving
comment
41 Farewell

43 Tide
type

44 Pompous
one

46 Offspring

50 Buffoon

55 Sphere

56 Lotion
additive

57 Confront

58 Way back
when

59 Ante-
lope’s
playmate

60 Gene-
alogy
chart

61 Under-
standing

DOWN

1 Gravy
vessel

2 Part of
the foot

3 “Cheers”
order
4 Emily
Dickin-
son’s
home
5 Through
6 Stick
figure?
7 Kinder-
garteners’
breaks
8 Agile
9 Okla-
homa city
10 Apiece
11 Clinton’s
instru-
ment
17 So five
minutes
ago
19 Peculiar
22 “Oops!”
23 Home of
La Scala

Solution time: 21 mins.
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25 Fashion
line?

26 Syl-
vester’s
impedi-
ment

27 Egyptian
Cross

28 Zeus’
consort

29 Saharan

30 Indian
princess

31 Parisian’s
pop

35 Appren-
tice

38 Casino
employee

40 Boom
times

42 Exploit

45 Area
abbr.

47 Drench

48 Incite

49 Black, in
verse

50 Pos-
sessed

51 Brewery
product

52 Essence
of caviar

53 Erstwhile
Afr.
land

54 Venue for
6-Down
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Bridge

West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
» A 87
Y642
®*K 53
$OQD973
WEST EAST
Q1054 »JOoO62
YKIJS ¥YQ 1098
2 ® Q764
A KIS4 10
SOUTH
»d K3
YA773
®AJ1I098
o552
The bidding:
West North East South
1 & Pass 1% 2 &
29 3@

Opening lead — king of clubs.
I nferencesand Deductions

Therearelotsof inferencesadeclarer candraw from
the bidding and/or play of the cards, and those infer-
ences often permit him to play ahand as though the
opponents’ cardswereexposed.

Consider this case where West |eads the king of
clubsand continueswiththe aceand alow club, East
ruffingdummy’ snineandreturningtheei ght of hearts.

Declarer goes up with the ace and must now finc
theright way to play thetrumpsto makethe contract.
Hecanplay theA-K, hopingto catchthequeen; hecar
play the ace, then continue with thejack and finesse;
or he can lead atrump to the king and finesse on the
way back.

Before South casts his ballot for one of these ap-
proaches, heshouldfirsttry toassembleevery cluethat
can help him maketheright decision.

Heknowsfor acertainty that West started with five
clubs, and he can deduce from East’s heart bid and
West'srai sethat East started with four heartsand West
withthree. Declarer can also deducethat the missing
spadesaredivided 4-4, becauseif either defender had
five spades, hewould have bid them.

By putting all these inferences and deductionsto-
gether, South can safely conclude that West startec
with five clubs, three hearts, four spades and, hence,
Hethereforeplaysadiamond totheking and finesses
the jack on the way back. After drawing East’s last
trump, South crossesto dummy with aspadeand dis-
cards a heart on the queen of clubs to make exactly
three diamonds.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
S AQJO6
¥v642
® AKJ
#1095
WEST EAST
@® gD 109754
¥Jj53 Y10
® 10863 ® Q742
oA KQ4 »R 76
SOUTH
S K3
YVAKQ987
® 95
] 32
The bidding:
South West North East
1@ Pass 1 Pass
29 Pass 4 @

Opening lead — king of clubs.

An Exceptional Exception

Winning at bridgeismoreaquestion of how many
mistakes you make rather than how often you make
brilliant bids or plays. Mistakes can be madefor any
number of reasons, but most often they aredueto the
tendency of playersto follow general rules blindly,
instead of reasoning things out for themselves. Con-
sider this deal where West was faced with the ques-
tion of what to | ead after cashing hisA-K-Q of clubs.
In practice, heled aspade, hoping to find his partner
with the king, and South made the contract. West
should havedonebetter. He should haverealized that
not only was South likely to have the king of spades
for hisopening bid, but that evenif East had theking,
there was nothing to be gained by |eading a spade at
thispoint.

Instead, West should have led the four of clubs a
trick four! After East ruffed with theten, West'sjack
would have become the setting trick.

West should reasonthat not only isthereapossibil-
ity that his partner hasthe ten of trumps— in which
caseleadingthefourthclubwill beat thecontract - but
that nothing can be lost by leading a club no matter
what East’strump holdingis.

Thus, if East has, say, thelowest missing trump —
theseven— Southwill beforcedto overruff thesever
with the eight in order to win the trick. The spadefi-
nesse— if South needsit to makethe contract —will
till haveto be attempted. And if East has no trumps
at al, then declarer — with seven hearts, the A-K of
diamonds and the ace of spades — has 10 unassail-
abletricks. Itistruethat adefender rarely makesaplay
of thetyperecommended herebecauseal |l playershave
been indoctrinated with the notion that one does not
present declarer with the opportunity for aruff-and-
discard. However, in this situation it is known that
declarer cannot gain atrick by theclublead. It there-
forebehoovesWest to put thefour of clubsonthetable
at trick four.

Tomorrow: Stop, look and listen.
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“When I'm a big recording star you
guys can be my backup singers.”
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“PJ’s tryin’ to sneak up on my soda
with a straw!”




