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They’re here to help

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Article5 of the Kansas Constitution defineswhoiseligibleto be
an elector in the State of Kansas. Section One of Article 5 reads:
“Every citizen of the United Stateswho hasattai ned theage of eigh-
teenyearsandwhoresidesinthevotingareainwhichheor sheseeks
to vote shall be deemed aqualified elector.” Unfortunately, voting
isaright that not all peoplewith disabilitieshave been ableto exer-
cise

Peoplewith disabilities comprise approximately one-fifth of the
voting age populationin Kansas, yet lessthan half of themvotedin
the 2000 elections. Infact, if people with disabilities voted at the
samerateasthosewithout disabilities, 4.6 millionmorevoteswould
have been cast inthelast presidential vote.

In Kansas, it is becoming increasingly easier for people to par-
ticipate in the voting process. The recently enacted Help America
VoteAct, or HAVA, requiresevery polling placeto haveat | east one
voting machine that is accessible to all persons with disabilities,
recent changesto Kansaselection lawsrequire every polling place
tobeaccessibletovoterswith disabilitiesandin Kansas, voterswith
disabilities can apply for advance voting or permanent advance
voting status so that they can vote by mail fromthe privacy of their
own home.

Thiselectionyear iscritical inthat theentireKansas L egislature,
most of the Kansas Congressional delegation andtheofficeof U.S.
President areall openfor election.

Peoplewith disabilitiesmust getinvolved inthepolitical process
and exercisetheir right to vote. Your voteisyour voicein protecting
your rightsandtheservicesyouneedtolive. Thelatedisability rights
advocate and “ Father of theAmericanswith DisabilitiesAct,” Jus-
tin Dart, used totell people, “Voteasif your lifedependsonit. Be-
causeit does.”

If you or someone you know has a disability and has questions
about their voting rights, or want to register to vote, or apply for
advance voting, we can help. Contact SKIL of Western Kansas at
628-8019 or 1-800-316-8019.

LouAnnKibbee

SKIL of Western Kansas
1011A Centennial Blvd.
Hays, Kan. 67601
(Phonenumbersabove)

Commentsto any opihionsexpressed on thispageareencour aged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &, Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
ARE IN ORDER,
MR. GEPHARDT!
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Sally Michael 1s right on target

| wasreading the Brewster newsafew issues
ago asreported by Sally Michael and | noticeda
comment she made about the current political
climatethat needsto bementioned again. Inpart
shesaid, “It seemslikeitisalongtimeuntil elec-
tion...but therearesomethingsthat | really don’'t
think I’ [l beabletohandle. Theeditorial cartoons
seemtobeespecially viciousandall thefolksthat
seem to have such astrong hatred...”

Sally rightly pointsout that “itisnot up to me
totell othershow horribletheother personisand
| don’t want them telling me their opinions un-
less they preface their remarks with the phrase
— InMy Opinion!”

Sheadds, “Thereisahig difference between
factsand opinionsand | think they need clarifi-
cation...” Shealsothinksthereisno needfor all
thishatred.

| have been following politics for practically
alifetimeand| must say that thisyear, especialy,
the hate and vicious attacks are unparalleled. It
just seems that we are going out of our way to
makethosewho disagreewith uslook just plain
stupid. The words chosen to describe an oppo-
nent are best left on the barstool. Matter of fact,
there are probably barstool occupants who
wouldn’t stoop as|ow as some of the peoplebe-
hind the hate campaigns are stooping.

| guess| grew up at atime when respect was
practiced. Evenif you were at odds with some-
one. It wasjust theway Americansdid it. Now,
sadly, that isanAmericathat hasfallenvictimto
looseand vulgar mouthsandinsomecasesinthe
highest circles. But someone awhale of alot
smarter that am | explained it thisway: “We
didn’'t, back then, have irresponsible cable net-
workseager toplay inthepolitical cesspool and
evencreatesometidal wavesinthat filthy mess.”
That's a mouthful but probably a pretty good
assessment.

-td-
COME on, Nov. 2...hurry and get here!
-td-

| MUST say thenearly threehoursspentinthe
cool comfort of the Colby High School audito-
riumlast Saturday night to hear David Phelpswas
timewell spent. Very well spent. Very good size
crowd. To those who bypassed the opportunity,

| Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

| can only say, “Wish you would have been
there.” To those of you who were, you know
what I'm saying. It's not often entertainers of
thisquality grace our community. To the spon-
sorsand J& R Marketing | say, “thanksfor atre-
mendoustreat.” My out-of-town guest wasde-
lighted and she commented, “ Colby always
comesthrough.” Andthat isquiteacompliment
fromsomeonewholivesin“that townoverthere
inthe Mountain Time Zone.”
-td-

EL SEWHERE intoday’spaper youwill find
asmall advertisement asking Democratstohelp
send Colby’s two delegates to the party’s na-
tional conventioninBostonlater thismonth. The
deadline for contributionsis July 19. The two
are Cathy and Chris Gordon. This may be the
first timeamother and son wereelected asvot-
ing del egatestoaDemocratic National Conven-
tion. They were picked at the Colby 40th Sena-
torial District caucusandthen el ected del egates
at the First District Democratic Convention in
Ellsworth. It is not often that Colby has sent
delegates to either major party’s conventions,
but then to have two and a mother/son combo
—that’shig news. Youdon’t havetobeaDemo-
crat to help the two. Mailing address: Thomas
County Democratic Party, 426 Hale, Levant,
Kan. 67743.

-td-

ANYBODY, they used to say, can become
President of the United States. | studied the
presidential field for 2004 and found that these
guys (therearenowomen) aren’t just anybody.
They areall millionaires. That'sright, they are
all millionaires. Someone said, “But Kerry is
richerthanBush.” They areall millionair es, get
it? Somebody el seadded, “ But Cheney isricher
than the other three combined.” They are all

hardfor millionairestounderstandtheplight of
the poor, and | guess the poor in the eyes of
millionaireisanybody that doesn’t riseto tha
level.

So, can anybody become President of the
United States?Theanswer liessomewhereinthe
above message.

-td-

| SEE whereLynnCheney, wifeof VicePresi-
dent Dick Cheney, isat odds with her husbanc
over the proposed constitutional amendmen
restricting marriagetoamanandawomen. Mrs
Cheney sees that as a state’s matter. She's e
strong-willedwoman, witnessher performance:
asco-host of “ Crossfire” several yearsago. Be
that’salively household when the cameras are
turned off and they are alone. Mrs. Cheney i
probably right, if you weigh the issue for what
the issue is and forget the in-your-face crowc
who seemstohaveananswer for every problen
— except their own.

-td-

AND what isstranger than fiction? Having e
Reagan address the Democratic National Con-
vention. Youread right. Ron Reagan, the son of
Nancy Reagan and the late President Ronalc
Reagan will get some primetime at the Demc
convention to discuss stem cell research
Chances are histopic will allow him to apply
pressure on President Bushto easeupontheis
sue. Itisnot knownwhether Nancy Reaganwil
speak at theRepublican convention, or if sheha
evenbeeninvitedtodo so. Sheisastrong advo-
catefor stem cell research.

-td-

SPEAKING of music, sometimein the fal
of 2004 theWestern PlainsArtsA ssociationanc
theColby FreePresswill hook uptoagainbring
another military band to the community. Thic
onewill bewhat isknown as, “ The President’
Own—theUnited StatesMarineBand.” We'll
be passing along additional information as the
timegetscloser, but | et thisserveasareminder

-td-

HAVE agood evening!
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Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press

His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

Leave the bridges intact

Juneand early July have been abusy time. It
all started with asurprisevisit from my brother
and sister-in-law, who brought my soon-to-be
three-year-old nephew with them. | think |
scored big when he discovered | had accessto
real firetrucks!

Then aformer classmate e-mailed me out of
the blue, telling me they would be coming
through Colby the next day on the way home
from vacation. He preachesin Indianaand was
inahurry toget home, but wehadtimefor lunch
and some catching up on the almost four years
since we had seen one another.

Weekend beforelast, | received some sadder
news. “Grandmother Rowan” had died in
Mulvane. Shewasthefirechief’ smother-in-law
and still active as chief baker of goodies and
cheerleader for the fire department when |
worked thereright after | got out of the Navy.

I madeaflyingtripto Mulvanefor thefuneral
last week, cramming astopin Great Bendto see
some old friends as well. | left Great Bend
Wednesday night just as the stormswere |eav-
ing Russell and el ected todrivewest. Thestorm
cloud was, asalways, both beautiful and alittle
scary.

Then, Monday, some other friends from
Mulvane, who had since retired and moved to
Virginiaand whom | had not seen for nearly 10
years, came through and surprised me. They
were on the way to Denver to see their daugh-
ter, son-in-law and newborn granddaughter (I

L ‘ Jay Kelley
~ 77| @ Speaking
MyMind

think thevisittothedaughter and son-in-law was
secondary) and decided to stop on the way
through.

Some have asked me how | know so many
peopleand | must confess! don’treally know. |
know | can become as preoccupied as anyone
elsewithwork and personal time. Thereisanold
proverb that says to have friends a man must
show himself to befriendly.

Maybethereissomethingtothat. Inour soci-
ety of air conditioning and privacy fences, can
wereally get to know our neighbors?

You see, the secret to knowing peopledoesn’t
lieinbeinginvolvedin everything. Asamatter
of fact, it doesn’t rely inbeing involved inany-
thing. The secret to knowing people hasto do
with being involved with them.

How many of us know our neighbors? | was
fortunate when | moved into my house that |
knew most of my neighbors(all of thoseimme-
diately next to me) already and have gradually
cometo know somefarther out.

But, with our busy schedul esand multi-task-
ing, do we take the time for that today. One of
my neighbors, who would probably be embar-
rassed if | told her name, was over to my home
not long after | got here with some fresh bread
and alwaysstopsto chat when weare out work-
ingintheyard.

Thosearethe peopleyou remember. Thereis
more to being remembered well than just not
being disliked. Someoneinthe community has
tolikeyouand remember you for what you did.

That meansgetting activein peopl€e’slives. It
means more than just club meetings, it means
hel ping ol der folks, teaching younger folksand
generally taking the time to get to know your
neighbors.

It doesn’t mean everyone hasto likeyou, &i-
ther. Those who are so agreeable asto have ng
strong views on anything are usually quickly
forgotten and while those who are so disagree-
ableastobegenerally disliked by everyoneare
usually remembered, it is those whose strong
viewsledthemtodogoodwhoarerespected and
remembered.

| don’t plantoleave Colby, butif I did, | woulc
hope there are some who would remember me.
| know there are many | would remember.

Who would remember you?

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister andwriter whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail is
jkelley@nwkansas.com.



