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ABOVE: Lacey Township trustee Jerry Baird, Thomas County
road department supervisor Clair Schrock, concerned resident
Ben Hoeting, and County Commissioners Glen Kersenbrock,
Duane Dawes and Ron Evans who among officials who met

Thomas County

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A problemwith acounty road
ended up being resolved Monday
during a meeting with the Tho-
mas County Commissioners,
several township trustees, the
county road supervisor andaresi-
dent who lodged the complaint.

The matter was resolved with
Smith and Lacey townships
agreeing to work together toim-
prove part of Township Road U
by McCarty Dairy.

Commissioner RonEvanssaid
he and fellow commissioners
Glen Kersenbrock and Duane
Dawesweren'tinterestedinget-
tinginvolvedintownshipissues.

“We'regoing to get along and
we're not going to get in your
business,” Evanstold the trust-
€es.

Thematter cameto ahead last
month when Ben Hoeting, who
lives near the road, had been in
touch with the commissioners
and even showed them pictures

of the road near his home. He said
it'simpassablein several spotsdue
to excessive rains and is hard to
driveonwhenwater isstandingon
theroad.

Hoetingsaidthereareat |eastfive
places where motorists have to
drive in the ditch to get down the
road to get around standing water.
Hewould liketheroad to be better
maintained.

“That's all | want,” he said.
“Thosefour milesneedtobemain-
tained.”

Hesaidtheroad could bedanger-
ousfor peoplewho don’t know the
way and heonly wanted something
donetoimprovedrivingconditions.

Kersenbrock said the township
mill leviesaren’t big enoughto get
everything done, but suggested
maybe a couple could pool their
resources and work together to get
things done. Kersenbrock said if
anyone has a concern, they should
first goto their township trustees.

“That's the way that works,” he
said.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Monday afternoon to discuss the condition of County Road U.
Hoeting had brought the road condition to the attention of the
commissioners and wanted something done. BELOW: Pictured

is a stretch of the road which is rutted because of recent rain.
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Tonight...Partly cloudy witha20 percent chanceof thunderstorms.
Lowsin the upper 60s. East winds 5 to 15 mph. Thursday...Partly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 90s. East winds 5 to 10 mph. Thursday
night...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of thunderstormsin the
evening. Lowsinthemid 60s. Southwinds5to 10mph. Friday...Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of thunderstormsintheafternoon. Highs
in the lower 90s. Southeast winds 5 to 10 mph. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the upper 80s.

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 102

Tuesday’shigh, 100

Low thismorning, 62

Recordsfor July 14,109in 1934 and45in 1943 (onthisdatein 1913,
Colby experienced itswarmest overnight July low with an 80-degree
reading)

Year ago today, 100 and 69

Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00

July total, 2.22 inches

Soil temperature, 85

Thesources:

Theforecastisfrom the National Weather Service, and other num-
bers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout the day is available by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-
TEMP.

Water use

e July 13=3.478 million gallons.

Water advisories

» Water Watch is 3.5 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water War ningis4.0 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

« Water Emer gency is4.5 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

Colby keeps
Greyhound
pbus service

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Colby isone of thecommunities
that won't be losing its status as a
Greyhound BusLines stop.

Kim Plaskett, manager of exter-
nal communicationswith thecom-
pany in Dallas, said Greyhound is
eliminating stopsbetween Chicago
and Seattlein 13 states. Thereason-
ing istwo-fold, Plaskett said: to
improve the company’s financial
performance and also to improve
busservice.

The stops were eliminated on a
case-by-casebasis, shesaid, based
on how much revenuewas coming
versus how much money it cost to
run aparticular stop.

Plaskett said fewer stops along
thebusroutewill meanafastertrip,
whichwill makethecompany more
efficientand moreeffectivewithits
resources.

Shesaid Colby isbeing listed on
thecompany’ sWebsiteasthenear-
est service point for communities
like Oakley and Goodland, who
were eliminated as stops.

The Colby busstopisat 1980 S.
Range.

Other eliminated stopsin Kansas
are Abilene, Ellsworth, Quinter,
Russell, WaK eeney and Wamego.

She said most of the peopletrav-
elingwith Greyhound aretraveling
less than 450 miles and many cus-
tomers are from rural areas or are
people who are traveling two and
fromthetop 200 citiesin the coun-
try, like from Boston to New York
or LosAngelesto San Francisco.

“We seerural Americaischang-
ing and we haveto changewithit,”
Plaskett said.

Shesaid customersshould notice
an improvement in service and it
will taketwotothreeyearstoimple-
ment similar changes around the
rest of the country.

She said the company made the
decision to eliminate stops that
were unprofitable or marginally
unprofitable in order to make the
company more profitable.

Plaskett said the company’s per-
formance has been on the rocks
since Sept., 2001 and hit an“accel-
erated decline” after the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks, which brought on
cost increases due to rising insur-
ance costs and security measures.

Eight of 11 people
charged in insulin case

WICHITA (AP) — Eight of the
11 people charged in an alleged
schemeto steal insulin and insulin
test stripsfromU.S. Army pharma-
cies pleaded not guilty Monday
during a brief hearing in federal
court.

Thedefendantswereall released
on $10,000 bond after being ar-
raigned. Their next court dateshave
not been schedul ed.

Thellwereindictedlastweekin
what U.S. Attorney Eric Melgren
said was a $2 million scheme to
steal the insulin and insulin strips
between 2002 and 2004 from Fort
Riley, Kan.; Fort Polk, La.; Fort
Knox, Ky.; Ft. Lee, Va.; Fort Gor-

Theyre Pickin’ on Colby again!
Bluegrass festival Is weekend highlight

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The ninth annual Pickin’ on the
PlainsBluegrassand Folk Festival
will takeplaceFriday, Saturday and
Sunday at theThomasCounty Fair-
groundsin Colby.

Prior toFriday’ sopening, volun-
teers are continuing to ready the
areafor the event. For those who
might want to help set up, workers
will betheretonight, Thursday and
Friday morning until showtime.

Oncethefestival getsunderway
— featuring musical entertainment
by nine musical acts and two em-
cees/cowboy poets — there will
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also be a youth bluegrass contest
and gospel sing-along.

Thursday, starting at 4 p.m. with
registration, theFarmBureauA sso-
ciation will sponsor a Kids Pedal
Tractor Pull, followed by apotluck
dinner and jam session.

“Those planning to attend the
potluck areaskedtobringacovered
dish and table service, otherwise,
there is no charge,” said Susan
McLemore, one of the coordina-
tors.

Festival activitiesbeginat 6 p.m.
Friday and continue until Sunday
afternoon.

Thefollowingisabreakdown of

Colby library closes for service

ThePioneer Memorial Library will beclosed Thursday afternoonfrom
12:30to 5 p.m. in honor of the memorial service for Herb Sunderman.
Mr. Sunderman’swife, JoOAnne, recently retired asthe Colby librarian.
The library will be open in the morning from 9 am. to 12:30 p.m. and

will then re-open from 5to 8 p.m.

Shepherd’s Staff kids to perform

Shepherd's Staff in Rexford is hosting a“ Creative Arts Camp” for
children ages 8-13 thisweek whichwill culminatein aperformanceat 7
p.m. on Friday in Hiram Hall. Parents and friends are encouraged to at-
tend the event which will feature 32 kids from Colby, Rexford, Selden,

Hays, Goodland, Russell and Texas.

Yo-Yo Spinmaster to perform at library

The2002 National Yo-Yo Championwill beperformingfreestylerou-
tinesto music at 2 p.m., Wednesday, July 21, at Pioneer Memorial Li-

the Friday’s activities with Satur-
day and Sunday music schedulesto
appear inalater edition of the Free
Press.

Friday night startsoff with Sappa
Stringsat 6-6:30p.m.; Larry Booth,
6:40-7:10p.m.; ThePearceFamily,
7:20-7:50p.m.; TheNew Old-Tim-
ers, 8-8:40 p.m.; McLemore Fam-
ily, 8:50-9:30 p.m.; Exit 81, 9:45-
10:30 p.m. Saturday kicksinwith
ayouth contest followed by open
stageat 10 a.m. Youth contest win-
ners will be announced at 11:45
am. Rules and information on the
youth contest are available at the
Colby Convention and Visitors

don, Ga.; and Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, Washington, D.C.

Nineof thoseindictedwereArmy
pharmacy technicians on active
duty; the two others were techni-
cians wives. Thetechnicianswere
in charge of post pharmacies.

All were charged with one count
of conspiracy to transport stolen
goodsin interstate commerce, one
count of conspiracy tocommit mail
fraud and onecount of forfeiture of
$2.3 million in currency plusred
estatein Virginia.

The indictment alleges that the
conspirators were paid about $2.3
million for the stolen insulin and
test strips.

Bureau. Also on Saturday will be
free Scottish oxen-drawn wagon
ridesprovided by L on Sowers. Free
“Makeand Take” craftswill alsobe
offeredfrom1:30-3:30 p.m. thanks
to Judy Kleinsorge of the Prairie
Museum of Art and History.

Sunday will also feature horse-
drawn wagon rides provided by
Wilbur Henry.

Ticketsareavailablein Colby at
either Dave's His Shop, House of
Wood Furniture, F&M branch at
Dillons and the Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce.

For questions, call the Chamber
office at 460-3401.

brary. Brent Dellinger, 16, who isasophomorein Salina haswon many
awards and contestsfor histricksusing ayo-yo, alibrary spokesperson
said. Dellinger hasbeen performing professionally since February of 200
and demonstrates tricks from the beginner level to the exper/pro level.
Theprogramisfreeand opento everyone. For questions, call 462-4470.

Voter registration sti | open

Voterswho haven't registered till havetimeto register to votein the
Aug. 3primary election. Thecounty voter rollscloseat 5p.m. on July 19
andwon’t reopen until the day after the el ection. For informationonreg-
istering to vote, call the Thomas County Clerk’s 462-4500.

Deer, turkey, elk application deadline near
TheThomas County Clerk’soffice hasreceived the 2004 deer, turkey
and elk applications, along with information booklets. Applications to
the Department of Wildlife and Parks must be received or postmarkeg
no later than Friday. For questions, call the clerk’s office at (785) 462-

4500.
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