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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

| CAN'T BELIEVE YOU GAVE
NED AWAY! HE'S OURS, WEED.
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HE WAS ONE OF A
KIND, MAN!
DON'T FIND cooL
STUFF LIKE THAT
EVERY DAY! HE
WAS OUR FUTILITY
SYMBOL,
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Tod The Dinosaur ® PR Condron

WHEN WE MOVED FROM OUR
APARTMENT, You SAID You'D
LoOK AFTER HIM, S0 |
GAVE HIM‘TO

THEN FOR HEAVENS
SAKE, WHY DIDN'T
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I THOSE JEANS MAKE YOUR REAR

Look BiG.. AND Your
HAIR Looks LIKE
A BIRD's NesT.
IM JUST SAYIN’

Garfield = Jim Davis
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HI5 1S THE POLICE! WE HAVE
20U SURROUNPEP!

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

VI KNOW I SAID YouRE
SUPPOSED T0 TWIRL
SOUR SPAGHETTI ON

YOUR FORK...
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BUT NoT ALL
AT ONCE./

PUT POWN THE
BOLIVIAN TREE
FROG!
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IWISHICOULLD
COME UP WITH
AREALLY COOL
NEW FASHION
STATEMENT

WHY DON'T YOU
START WEARING
YOUR SOCKS ON

YOUR SHOES?

THE OUTSIDE CF |

www.Blondie.com

HEY, C'MON,
STOPIT!IWAS
ONLY KIDDING!!

T HAVE A
PHILOSOPHICAL
QUESTION FOR
YOU, COOKIE

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM
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INCOMPETENT TURNED
EXQUISITE INGREDIENTS
INTO THIS GELATINOUS
MORASE OF ODIOUS
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THIS ACTOF REBELLON
WOULD BE MORE MEANING
FIL TOME IF YU 2Top
SUPPORTING TS0
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Cryptoquip

reg Howard

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:
WEATHER

NEWS -
SPORTS
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOUR PARENTS
AND SIBLINGS ARE PHYSICISTS, YOU MIGHT BE
CALLED A NUCLEAR FAMILY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals D

Woman unhappy with pool guests

DEARABBY: My husband and |
livein asmall community of fewer
than 200 people. Weingtalledaswim-
ming pool inour back yard and made
themistakeof alowing neighborsto
comeover to swim.

| recently started a home-based
business, and one of my neighbors
refuses to understand that | have to
work. Even in the winter she comes
over and sits on our yard furniture,
waiting for meto come out and talk
toher. Inthe summer, shecomesun-
announced and either sunbathesin
our yard or swimsin our pool. One
day she caught my poor husband on
thedeck tanning in hisbirthday suit.

We have asked people to call be-
fore coming, but some of our neigh-
borshavecometoswimand|efttheir
kidsthere— asthough | amexpected
to baby-sit for them.

Have you anything | could lami-
nateand postinmy back yardthat will
remind my neighbors about observ-
ing common courtesy and not com-
ing over unannounced?

— DESPERATE IN KANSAS

DEAR DESPERATE: There's
an old saying, if folkstake advan-
tage of you once, shame on them;
if they takeadvantageof youtwice,
shameon YOU.

You can put a stop to the drop-
insby becomingassertive. Thenext
timeyou findyour yard populated
with uninvited guests, go outside
andtellthem,“1’'msorry, but today
isn’t a good day for meto have
people use the pool. Next time,
please call beforecoming over.”

Some pool owner s have solved
theproblembyinstallingaflagpole
in their yardsand raising a “wel-
comeflag” when guestsareinvited
toswim.

Other spost signsnext tothepool
area, stating that the pool isopen
toguestsfrom ()to( ) on specified
daysandthat children must besu-
pervised by parentsat all times.

It is extremely important that
you be properly insured because
should someonebeinjured onyour
property, youwould beliable—so
call your insurance agent and
make certain your homeowner’s
insuranceiscur rent and adequate.
Good luck.

P.S. Have you considered put-
tingin afencewith alocked gate?

DEAR ABBY: My son and his
wifehavetwo children, ason, age7,
and a daughter, age 5. Every day
when my son leaves for work, he
drops his son off at school.

Before they leave the house, he
takes his daughter to the bathroom
andthensheislockedinher bedroom
until her mother getsout of bed.

| have tried telling them that this
isn't right. To me, it isvery danger-
ous — and probably illegal — to
leaveayoung childlockedinaroom
unattended. | also worry that it may
cause psychol ogical damage. Could
you please give me somewordsthat
| canpassaongtothem?They refuse
totake me seriously.

Abigail
Van Buren

— SLEEPING BEAUTY'’S
MOTHER-IN-LAW

DEAR MOTHER-IN-LAW: It
would beinteresting to know how
long and why your daughter-in-
law staysin bed in the mornings.
Could she be depressed? Sub-
stance-addicted? It isher respon-
sibility to care for and supervise
her daughter — not (literally) lie
down on the job until it’s conve-
nient.

Sinceyour son and daughter-in-
law are deaf to your concerns,
pleaseinform child protectiveser-
vices. |, too, am worried about the
psychological implications for
your grandchild.

DEARABBY: | have an 8-year-
old dog and a5-year-old cat. Unfor-
tunately, my new grandsonisallergic
to both.

I live only afew miles from my
daughter andgrandsonandvisitthem
every day, but thebaby can’t cometo
my house. My daughter is insinuat-
ing that | have chosen my pets over
her baby.

Abby, | needatruthful answer: Do
youthink | should get rid of my pets,
ortell my daughter towaittobring her
baby over until heisoldenoughtobe
treatedfor hisallergies?Pleasehelp.

—WANTSTODOTHERIGHT

THING IN FLORIDA

DEARWANTS: | seenoreason
why you should have to give up
your pets— provided your cloth-
ing isfree of dog and cat dander
when you visit your grandson.
Sinceyou visit thebaby every day,
| see no urgency about visiting at
your houseuntil heisolder.Itisnot
that you havechosenyour petsover

e Dear Abby

your grandchild, but rather that
your daughter shouldn’t forceyou
intotheposition of havingtochoose
unlessit’s absolutely necessary.
(Andit’snot.)

DEAR ABBY: | am a single
mother with awonderful 4-year-olc
boy. | have been seeing this great
man, “Mike,” for about seven
months. | havenot lethim spendtime
withmy sonbecausel don’twant my
child to become attached.

You see, | don’t know if Mike
wantsareal relationshipor just wants
to keep things simple. He's 33, and
that’s a 10-year difference in our
ages. Mike has never been married,
and | have.

My friends have given me mixec
advice. One saysto gowiththeflow
and just enjoy.

Theother saysl shouldinvitehim
to go somewherewith my son and if
he objects, get rid of him.

Abby, he'sthegreatest guy | have
ever met — everything | could want
inaman, andtotopit off, he’sdrop-
deadgorgeous. Whenistherighttime
to haveaserioustalk with him?

— LOST INARIZONA

DEAR LOST: After seven
months, I'd say thetimeisright.
Invite him to go somewhere with
you and your son. | f heand theboy
get along, share your concer ns
about your son becomingattached
and later disappointed. Then be
quiet and listen towhat Mr. Won-
derful hasto say.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby iswrit-
tenby Abigail Van Buren, alsoknown
asJeannePhillips. Write Dear Abby
at www.Dear Abby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 900609.
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“Around the world in 80 days?
Boy that guy was SLOWY”

Bridge Crossword
East dealer. ACROSS 36 — gin DOWN 22 State
Both sides vulnerable. 1 Tire- fizz 1 Shell- 23 Pismire
NORTH pressure 37 Fourth game 27 Homer’s
MPAB653 meas. estate need expletive
: N éo 972 4 Makes 39 Boston 2 Withouta 29 Last
-~ A lace nickname — (broke) 30 Reddish
WEST EAST 8 Get ready 41 Kids’ 3 Hint steed
“®» 4 @®» K7 12 Many game 4 Mexican 31 Safe-
Y654 ¥YQJS83 millennia 42 Overly entree cracker
®J843 K10 13 “Bonan- 44 Brave 5 Computer 33 River
*107 654 *PKQO982 za’ role 46 Domed language offshoot
- (SD(?]U]'(I)W; > 14 Move like building 6 “See ya” 35 Pie
v A molasses 50 Vagrant 7 Blood- material?
15 Replace 51 Vicinity hound’s 38 Trinity
Q9752
...?3 humans 52 Ballpark clue member
The bidding: with figure 8 Have 40 The
East South West North robots 56 Within 9 Origin way we
1 o 1 Pass 2 & 17 Angry view 10 Pound of were?
Il;aS§ g : I;ass g ET 18 “The 57 Old poetry 43 Nancy of
Oasesnin lead — five giS’Sclubs Crying Trevi 11 Juror, e.g.  “Access
P £ ’ Game” tosses 16 Tramcar Holly-
H org. 58 Stocking contents wood”
Stop’ L OOk and L Isten 19 QOutstand- stuffer 20 Lucy of 45 Carib-
Today’sdeal from ateam contest shows how tak- ing 59 Sensa- “Charlie’s bean
ingthetimetotry tovisualizethe opposing hands— athlete tional Angels” export
instead of blithely plunging ahead with the play — 21 Samuel 60 Places 21 Circum- 46 Beckon-
can reap big dividendsfor declarer. ?c')f]hard' 61 g:rr: S Staar't‘r?:r \f\g’ na
Atbothtables, Southarrivedat six spadesafter East o par 4
e . novel Solution time: 25 mins. 47 Hydrox
opened the bidding with one club. Atonetable, de- 24 False- TS rival
clarer took the club lead with dummy’sace, crossed hood E[A| 48 Rend
to the ace of hearts, led the queen of spadesand fi- 25 Eggs RIX asunder
nessed after West followed low. East won with the 26 Conclu- :H 49 One side
kingandreturnedaspade, and declarer eventual ly lost sion H N of the
adiamond to East’sking for down one. 28 There's  [e S K Urals
. . . a lot of R PlH| 53 Take
At the other table, South took adim view of his interest [ a whack
chances of winning a spade finesse, given East’s in it ulE at
opening bidandthefacttham on_Iy 15high-cardpoints 32 Apportion 2 2 2 54 AAA job
weremissing. Soheadoptedalineof play that offered 34 Piper’s D E[N| 55 Storm
amuch better chance of getting home safely. son Yesterday’s answer 7-15 center

After taking theclub ace, he, too, ledahearttothe —3
acefollowed by the spade queen. But when West fol -
lowed low, South put up dummy’sace. Had theking
fallen, declarer would have been home free, but the
fall of thekingwasnotreally crucial to South’splan.

Abandoning spades for the moment, declarer
cashed the king of hearts and ruffed a heart. A club
ruff in dummy was followed by another heart ruff,

establishing dummy’slast heart.

This brought South to the end position he had vi-
sualizedfromthestart. Having eliminated thehearts
from East’ shand andtheclubsfromhisownhandand

dummy, he now led a spade.

East won with the king but had no safe exit. If he
returned a diamond, declarer would win with the
gueen and score the rest of the tricks, while if East
returned a club, declarer would ruff in hishand and
discard adiamond from dummy to producethesame

result.
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