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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Crossword
ACROSS 37 “Friends” DOWN
1 Anecdotal cast 1 Improvise
collection member 2 Pleasant
4 Spread- 38 Lady Island,
sheet, Macbeth’s today
eg. dog? 3 Roma
7 Trattoria 39 “Eureka!” Downey
entree 41 Guru’s portrayal
12 Judo discipline 4 Liniment
degree 45 Sleep target
13 Bill's soundly? 5 Decanted
partner 47 Craze 6 On top
14 Slip 48 Bikini of the
15 Schlep pattern world?
16 Grassy 52 Back 7 Mexican
garment 53 Tammany money
18 Anger Hall 8 Torah
19 Poet’s boss repository
Muse 54 Energy 9 Lanka
20 Idea 55 Undergo lead-in
symbol recession 10 Craggy
22 Tide 56 Isolated peak
rival 57 Cunning 11 lllustra-
23 Icicle’s 58 Canape tions
place topper 17 Rat tail?
27 Blazed
the Solution time: 25 mins.
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21 Explosion

23 Strong
hold?

24 Suitable

25 Churchill
gesture

26 Mag.
staffers

28 EWR info

30 Com-
motion

31 Nightwear

32 Back
talk

33 Swelled
head

36 Musical
staff?

37 Industrial
group

40 B-ball

42 Bid

43 Mata Hari
portrayer

44 Pueblo
material

45 “Smooth
Operator”
singer

46 Catch
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dweller
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[1 CAN'T BELIEVE WE WORKED A FULL
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Yesterday's  Cryptoquip: 1 ASSUME A
MARRIAGE THAT HAS BEEN OUTLAWED
COULD BE CALLED A WEDDING BANNED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals G

AN OFFICE WITH
STIFLING AR, HOT
TEMPERS AND NO

FANS—WHAT ON EARTH
COULD BE WORSE
THAN THAT=2!

YOU DON'T FOLLOW
THE NEWS REGULARLY,
DO YOU, ALICEZ

\ 4 wHo cAN
CONCENTRATE
ON THE NEWS
WITH ALL THIS
SWEATING2
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN TWO REAL
ESTATE AGENTS GREET EACH OTHER, THEY
COULD SAY “HOUSE IT GOING!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals L

ACROSS 34 “— -Tiki” DOWN 20 IBM

1 Bishop’s 35 It can 1 Caviar products
bailiwick arouse provider 23 Plagiarize

4 ‘M*A*S*H” a Gl 2 Coin of 24 Ostrich’s
cast 36 Reaction Luxem- kin
member to fire- bourg 25 Morsel

8 Coppola works 3 Grand- 26 Lo-o-ong
kin 37 Mangy scale time

12 Lead-in to mongrel tale 27 Journal
“2,3,4” 38 Sipping 4 Shows a 28 Night

13 Skin 45 Historic prefer- flier
soother periods ence for 29 Work with

14 Some- 46 Acted the 5 Civilian's 31 Part of
where out stoolie 35- LBJ
there 47 Swindle Across? 32 “lronside”

15 Bush ex- 48 Hindu 6 Wander star
spokes- royal about 34 Japanese
man 49 Wind 7 Without pond
Fleischer instru- hesitation fish

16 “Voom” ment 8 Guisewite 35 Moved
preceder 50 Latin 101 comic slightly

17 Advanced word strip 36 Actor
math 51 Shoppe 9 Circular Davis

18 Tabloid descrip- hairdo 37 Hia-
pic, tion 10 Pace watha’s
maybe 52 Require- 11 Therefore transport

21 Branch ment 19 Lacking 38 Nephew

22 Aloof 53 Fresh slack of

23 Pictorial  golution time: 27 mins. Caligula
poser 39 Caspian

26 Golfer feeder
Ernie 40 McNally

27 Gossett partner
or Gehrig 41 Kotter

30 Leave portrayer
out Kaplan

31 Happi- 42 “—
ness Help”

32 Acknowl- 43 Iditarod
edges terminus
applause 44 Recog-

33 However 1 nize

2 4 15 6 |7 8 [o Tio i1

45

47

48

50

51

53

Family Circus = Bill

Keane

Bridge

You are South and have the fol-

lowing hand:

S KQI10942 9O ¢ KQ63 & A7

1. You bid One Spade and partner
responds with Three Spades (13 to
16 points). What would you bid
now?

2. East bids One Club, you over-
call with One Spade, and your part-
ner bids One Notrump. What would
you bid now?

3. North bids One Heart, and,
after you respond One Spade, North
bids Two Hearts. What would you
bid now?

Bidding Quiz

1. Four notrump. A small slamis nearly certain
— about all you need from partner are aking and
two aces. In fact, there is even the possibility of
grand slam — if partner has three aces and a king
— and Blackwood isjust about the only means of
learning whether partner hasthat ideal holding.

If partner’s responseis five diamonds, showing
one ace, you sign off at five spades; if he bidsfive
hearts, showing two aces, you bid six spades. If he
bids five spades, showing three aces, you bid five
notrump, asking about kings. If hethenbidssix dia-
monds, blesshim, showing oneking, yougoall the
way.

2. Four spades. Partner wasnot obligedtoresponc
toyour overcall, and by doing so heevinced amilo
interest in game. Since you have an exceptionally
soundovercall, you should decidethat gameisvery
likely. You shouldn't hedgeby biddingthreespades,
which partner might pass. Nor isthere any advan-
tagein bidding diamonds, since you don’t want tc
play inthat suit. High-card point count takesaback
seat inhandsof thistype. Itistruethat youhaveonly
14 pointsinhighcards, but that would not betheright
way to evaluate your hand. Contracts are made by
tricks, not points, and hereitishardtoimaginelos-
ing morethan threetricks after partner voluntarily
bids one notrump.

3. Threediamonds. Withan opening bid opposite
partner’ sopening bid, you must makeaforcing bid
at thispoint. In view of partner’s minimum rebid,
dam s practically out of the question, so the only
remaining problemistofindthebest gamecontract.
Threediamondsleavesroomfor all kindsof explor-
atory sequences at a safe level. What you do next
will depend on partner’ sresponsetothreediamonds.

Tomorrow: Luck versus skill.

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
dPAQ7T72
¥54
®AK932
33
WEST EAST
@ 105 »JO83
¥QJ1098 ¥72
¢ 106 ®J754
K 1072 *+AJO6
SOUTH
K 64
YAKOG3
® Q8
*$Q954
The bidding:
North East South West
1 e Pass 1w Pass
1 Pass 2 NT Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — queen of hearts.
Luck Versus Skill

There are many hands where the outcome of &
contract isaforegone conclusion because declarer
hastheoverwhelmingbalanceof strength. But there
areal soother handswhereskill isthesoledetermin-
ing factor.

For example, take this case where West leads &
heart against three notrump and South must exer-
cisegreat caretoget homesafely. L et’ssay hewins
the heart withtheking and playsthe Q-K-A of dia-
monds, hoping for a3-3 split. West discardsaheart
onthethirdround, and South hasto choosebetween
persevering with diamonds or playing for a 3-3
spade division. Either way, three notrump goes
down. South failsby sheer forceif heleads spades
first, and he adso failsif he playsadiamond to es-
tablish dummy’slast diamond asatrick. Inthelat-
ter case, East winsthediamond and returnsthejack
of clubs, enabling the defense to collect four club
tricksand put the contract down one.

However, South can makethree notrump by en-
tering dummy with aspadeat trick two and leading
alow diamond, intending to play the eight if East
followslow. Intheactual case, West winstheeight
withthetenbutishel pless. WithWest onlead, there
isnoway thedefenderscan possibly cashfour club
tricks. Atthesametime, Southissureto scorethree
spades, two hearts and four diamondsto get home
safely. In effect, declarer shapes his play so astc
avoid losing adiamond trick to East. By adopting
thisapproach, declarer makesitimpossiblefor the
defensetoinjure him by collecting four club tricks
before he can establish and cash an extra diamonc
trick.
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“These wild flowers look pretty tame

to me.”
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“But if John the Baptist was Jesus’
cousin, wouldn’t God be John’s uncle?”




