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Guest
Viewpoint

Important to know
about the candidates

The primary election will be held Aug. 3. Thisyear’s pri-
mary hasseveral racesandthey areall for important positions.
Actually, any elected official should put importanceinto the
job. But, beforethey cantakeover, they needto beelected and
that iswhere the burden falls on the people.

Peopl eshould study the candi datesand know their goal sand
issues.

Thisincludesevery candidatefromthetoplegislative posi-
tionsto thelocal county candidates.

After that candidate takes office, they will betherefor four
yearsandif they donot fulfill their promises, and bringinteg-
rity and honesty tothe position or —ingeneral, doapoor job,
thenit could bealong four years!

Theprimary electioncomesat abusy time. Many peopleare
involvedwiththefairsandall theactivitieswhichareincluded.
Itiseasy to put off going to vote or even forget to vote.

However, itisalso easy to do “advanced voting” by going
tothe county clerk’s office at the courthouse. A booth will be
set up...andthecollection box will beready to receivethebal -
lots.

Beforethe el ection newspaperswill befeaturing the candi-
dates. Thesearticleswill give peopletheopportunity tolearn
more about them.

Inthemeantime, stopandtalk tothesecandidates. Ask them
guestionsand tell them what you want and expect out of them
if they are el ected.

Our government isresting on your shoulders and when
the curtain of the voting booth falls behind you, make sure
you have marked an“ X" intheright boxes.

Karen Krien, Publisher
The Saint FrancisHerald

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &t., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax to 785-462-7749, or drop by the
office. All submissionsneed asignatureof thewriter, daytimephone
number and address. Phone number and addressarefor verification
only. You can request your address and phone number be used.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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HERRY CHOSE A RUNNING MATE

WITH No REAL EXPERIENCE OR

APTITUDPE FOR THE OFFICE
OF THE PRESIPENCY,,.

RUM ORS arefloating around that President
Bush just might dump Vice President Dick
Cheney from the ticket. Of course the White
House saysthereisabsolutely nothingtotheru-
mor. Andthosewho surround the president con-
tend thisis nothing more than hogwash coming
fromtheDemocraticranks. | look atit differently.
I think it isatrial balloon being floated by the
Republicans to see how supportive the folks
across the land would be of President Bush if
Cheney remainsontheticket. Thisisn’tanything
new. Both sides do this and then want usto be-
lieveit isthe doings of the other side. But we
aren’t stupid, arewe.

Thereareal ot of Republicans, and Democrats,
too, whowouldliketo see President Bush dump
Cheney is favor of someone like Sen. John
McCain. If | were President Bush | would rid
myself of Cheney andpick thelikesof Sen. Eliza-
beth Dole as my running mate. | am convinced
that woul d beawinning combination. We' dhave
awoman back ontheticket and | think we have
grown to the point, politically, where that just
might be attractive enough to be successful.

Back in 1976, Democrat Walter Mondale
picked Geraldine Ferraro of New York to be his
running mate. Of course Mondale was, to me, a
weak candidateand hestruck out at theplate. And
I think back thentheel evation of awomantothat
statusmight not haveheldthefavoritwouldhold
today. It would be a gutsy move on the part of
President Bush, but I’m looking for something
to rekindle my political fire and as of thiswrit-
ing I’'m just not interested enough in either the
John-John guys or the George-Dick duo.

Got to get out of the box and gamble. Other-
wisewe |l again haveasorry turnout at thepolls
andcomeaway againasking, “Why aren’t people
voting?’ Theanswer might liesomewhereinthis
message.

-td-

“POLITICSisperhapstheonly professionfor

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

which no preparationisthought necessary.” —
Robert L ouisStevenson. (Thanksto JoanAlbers
who spotted thisand passed it along.)

-td-

THE good newsthepast 24 hours, upto8a.m.
today, was the fact we received 0.72 inches of
rain, bringing the July total to just under 3
inches...2.94 to be specific. Therain last night
wasaccompanied by somevery sharplightning
and some real boomers. | refer to it as anoisy
rainfall. But we'll takeit — sound or not.

-td-

WHILE | wasin the post office Thursday, |
decidedtoinquirewhy theflagwasat hal f-staff
— somethingthat I’ vewondered about for sev-
eral days. The counter personnel told meit was
in honor of aformer postmaster general. | later
learned the flag will be returned to its normal
position after today’s funeral. The postmaster
general inquestionwasAlbertV. Casey. Hedied
last weekend.

-td-

HAV E younoticedthetel evisioncommercial
showing drivers tossing Frisbees out their car
windowstoother drivers?Stupid! They say tele-
vision has no impact on its audience. Wait and
see and remember that when you see our own
kidsplaying motorized Frisbee. And what'sall
the talk about seat belts? That commercial ac-
tually — and no pun intended — throws every-
thing we preach about safety out the window.
Shame.

-td-

AFTER VicePresident Dick Cheney usedthe
four-letter word we don’t use — on the Senate
floor in a heated exchange with Sen. Patrick
Leahy of Vermont — some supporters were
caughtoncamerasaying, “ Bigdeal . Asfar aswe
are concerned the sun still rises and sets of Mr.
Cheney.”

My observation: thesundoesn’trisevery high
or set very low anymore.

-td-

K OBE Bryant'strial is expected to begin
Aug. 27. If it goes wrong, he can kiss his new
contract of $136.4 million good-bye. Thetridl,
| wouldimagine, was put off until now because
theNBA seasonisover anditwouldn’tinterfere
withhisbasketball. Heaven, forbid! Andthenew
seasondoesn’ t start until October, sothiswoul o
be an opportunetimeto squeezeit in.

What concessions we make for our glorious
role models, although those tied to the case
would argue otherwise.

But wepeopleonthesidelinesget anentirely
different view, aview that again emphasi zesthe
altered standardsthat are sometimesemployed.

-td-

AND Scott Peterson? | am at alossto try to
explain why thisthing isdragging on so long.

Michael Jackson?|sthere even adate set?

MarthaStewart wasto get her wordtoday anc
that’ll beinteresting, I’ m sure.

-td-

I’VE runout of gas.

-td

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend.
And don’t forget church.

*kkkk

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appears Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com, fax 785-462-7749, call
462-3963, or regular mail to155 W. 5th, Col by,
Kan. 67701.

Setting the record straight

| think you will really enjoy today’s column.
Thanksgoesto GraceJonesfor sharing. Itclears
up an awful lot of things. Enjoy. - td

EXPRESSIONS

* |n GeorgeWashington’' sdays, therewereno
cameras. One's image was either sculpted or
painted. Some paintingsof GeorgeWashington
showed himstanding behindadesk withonearm
behind his back while others showed both legs
and both arms. Pricescharged by painterswere
not based on how many people were to be
painted, but by how many limbs were to be
painted. Arms and legs are “limbs,” therefore
painting themwoul d cost thebuyer more. Hence
the expression. “Okay, but it’ll cost youanarm
andaleg.”

» Asincredible asit sounds, men and women
took bathsonly twiceayear! (May and Octaber.)
Women kept their hair covered, while men
shavedtheir heads(becauseof liceand bugs) and
worewigs. Wealthy men could afford goodwigs
madefromwool. Thewigscouldn’t bewashed,
so to clean them they could carve out aloaf of
bread, put thewigintheshell, and bakeit for 30
minutes. The heat would make the wig big and
fluffy, hence the term “big wig.” Today we of-
ten use the term “here comesthe Big Wig” be-
cause someoneappearsto beor ispowerful and
wealthy.

* Inthelate 1700s, many houses consisted of
alargeroom with only one chair. Commonly, a
longwideboard wasfolded downfromthewall
andusedfor dining. The" head of thehousehol d”
always sat in the chair while everyone else ate
sittingonthefloor. Onceinawhile, aguest (who
was almost always a man) would be invited to
sitinthischair during ameal. Tositinthechair
meant youwereimportant andincharge. Sitting

TD

o At
Week’s
End

in the chair, one was called the “chair man.”
Today inbusinessweusetheexpressionor title
“Chairman or Chairman of the Board,”

* Needlessto say, personal hygieneleft much
room for improvement. As a result, many
women and men had developed acne scars by
adulthood. Thewomenwould spread bee’ swax
over their facial skin to smooth out their com-
plexions. When they were speaking to each
other, if a woman began to stare at another
woman's face she was told “mind your own
bee’swax.” Should the woman smile, the wax
would crack, hence the term “crack a smile.”
Also, whenthey sattooclosetothefire, thewax
would melt and therefore the expression “los-
ing face.”

« Ladiesworecorsetswhichwouldlaceupin
thefront. Atightly tiedlacewasworn by aproper
and dignified lady who could be referred to as
“straight laced.”

« Common entertainment included playing
cards. However, there was atax levied when
purchasing playing cardsbut only applicableto
the “ace of Spades.” To avoid paying the tax,
people would purchase 51 cards instead. Yet,
sincemost gamesrequire52 cards, thesepeople
werethought to bestupid or dumb becausethey
weren't “playing with afull deck.”

« Early politiciansrequiredfeedback fromthe

publictodeterminewhat wasconsideredimpor-
tant to the people. Since there were no tele-
phones, TV'sor radios, thepoliticianssent their
assistants to local taverns, pubs, and bars whco
were told to “go sip some ale” and listen to
peopl€’s conversations and political concerns.
Many assistants were dispatched at different
times."“Yougosiphere” and“ Yougosipthere.”
Thetwo words*“go sip” were eventually com-
bined when referring to the local opinion and,
thuswe havetheterm “gossip.”

*Atlocal taverns, pubs, and bars, peopledrank
from pint-and quart-sized containers. A bar
maid’'sjob wasto keep an eye on the customers
and keepthedrinkscoming. Shehadto pay close
attention and remember who was drinking in
“pints’ andwhowasdrinkingin* quarts,” hence
theterm“mindingyour ‘P'sand Q's.”

Did you enjoy it?

| knew you would.

Mike Ditka, former coach of the Chicagc
Bears, said it best when he decided not to seek
theU.S. Senateseat fromlllinoisonthe Repub-
lican ticket.: “I would just be another voicein
thewilderness.” Hehad that sized up correctly.
Hewas urged by fellow Republicansto run for
the Senate after the guy who was actively cam-
paigning for it ended upinascandal of sorts—
theaftermath of adivorce—forcing himtocall
it quits. Ditkawould have been atough onefor
theDemocratstobeat. | likedtheway hehandled
thesituation. Therewere other thingsmoreim-
portant than being a senator, ishow | read his
explanation.

*kkkk

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd?” E-mail
me at td@nwkansas.com, fax me at 785-462-
7749, mail meat 155 W, 5th, Colby 67701.
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