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Nine killed in truck bomb blast in southwest Baghdad

By RAVI NESSMAN
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq(AP)—Afuel
truck spedtowardapolicestationin
southwest Baghdad and exploded
as policemen waited for their as-
signmentsearly Monday, killing at
| east ninepeopleandwounding 57,
Iraqi officialsand witnesses said.

ThePhilippines, meanwhile, an-
nounced that it had completed the
withdrawal of its peacekeeping
contingent from Irag, meeting a
demand by Iragi insurgentsthreat-
ening to behead aFilipino hostage
but defying oppositionfromWash-
ington.

Thewhitetanker cametowithin
500 feet of the two-story, fence-
ringed station when it exploded at
8 a.m. local time, also damaging
nearby mechanic and electrical
workshops, witnesses said. Police
areoften targeted by insurgentsfor
their association with Iragq’'s U.S.-

backed government.

“We were al standing in arow,
listeningtoour officer ashegaveus
our assignment for the day,” said
wounded policeman Mehdi Salah
Abed Ali, 32, lyinginabed at al-
Yarmuk hospital, abandagearound
hisleg.

“There were many policemen
standing in the square when the
tanker exploded,” he said.

The tanker’s presence in thein-
dustrial areadidn’t raise concerns
until it started speeding towardsthe
policestation, aworker at anearby
car wash said.

“| was standing with a friend
whenwesaw thetanker speedingin
an unnatural way,” said Ahmed
Nouri, who said the driver was a
young man with alight beard.

At least nine peoplewerekilled,
said Saad al-Alami, from the Iragi
health ministry.

Standing in the morgue at al-

Yarmuk, supervisorAhmedAraybe
countedeight bodies, includingtwo
policemen and one child. He said
four boxes of flesh and blankets
carrying body parts were also
broughtin.

In the restive city of Fallujah,
west of Baghdad, Iragi police re-
ported the discovery of alocal po-
licechief’shody at ashopping mar-
ket. Lt. Col. Nafi al-Kubaisi was
kidnappedtwodaysago, said Capt.
Nasir Abdullah, from nearby Heet
police station. Hisbody wasfound
Monday morning.

Also Monday, the last members
of the 51-strong Philippine force
madean*“exit call” onthenew Pol-
ish commander at their base in
Hillah, south of Baghdad, then
waved asthey leftinsix cars. They
had been scheduledtoleavelragon
Aug. 20.

Foreign Secretary DeliaAlbert
said they would travel by road to

Kuwait, a several-hour trip, then
take a commercial flight home.
“Before the end of this day, all
membersof the Philippinehumani-
tarian contingent will be out of
Iraq,” shesaidin anationally tele-
vised statement.

Some of Manila' sallies, includ-
ingtheUnited StatesandAustralia,
have sharply criticized the with-
drawal decision, engineeredtosave
thelifeof truck driver Angelo dela
Cruz.

They argueit encouragesterror-
ists and endangers other coalition
membersin Iraqg.

Therewasnoimmediatewordon
thefate of delaCruz.

The insurgents who snatched
himonJuly 7 near Fallujah, killing
his Iragi security guard, have said
they would freethe46-year-oldfa-
ther of eight once the last Filipino
troops had | eft.

Army Brig. Gen. Jovito S. Pal-

paran Jr., commander of thePhilip-
pine contingent, returned home
M onday ahead of histroops, saying
he was happy to be back. Some of
the peacekeepers left for Kuwait
last week.

“Themenl |eftthereareOK,” he
said beforemeetingwithAlbertand
military chief NarcisoAbayatore-
port details of thewithdrawal .

In thefirst sign of possible fall-
outfromArroyo’sdecisiontowith-
draw troopsfrom Irag, aU.S. offi-
cial told The Associated Press on
Sunday that Washington was re-
evaluating ties.

The official did not specifically
say Washington could scale down
military or economic assistanceto
Manila. Last week, U.S. officials
said they remain committed to
training and advising Filipino
troopsat Manila srequest.

On Sunday, astatement posted on
an Islamic Web site said a group

Moderates worry social science standards are new battleground

By JOHN MILBURN
Associated PressWriter
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Four

yearsago, adecision to de-empha-

size evolution in Kansas science
standards was THE issue in State

Board of Education races.

After drawinginternational ridi-
cule — critics saw the decision as
an attempt to remove evolution
from the classroom — votersin
November 2000 el ectedamoderate
and pro-evolution board majority.
Soon after new board memberstook
office, evolution was back in sci-
ence classes and the controversy
went dormant.

Now Kansas moderates fear the
same ideological “gorilla” has
awakenedthisyear over how much
emphasisthe state placeson teach-
inginternational relationsinsocial
sciences classes. They fear it'sa
preludetorenewedfightsover evo-
lution.

“l don't think it's a distraction
that educators need,” said board
member Sue Gamble, a moderate
Republican from Shawnee. “But |
don’'t think you canignoreit.”

Thedistraction comesasKansas
struggles to meet the goals of the
federal No Child L eft Behind man-
dates and the Kansas Supreme
Court prepares next month to de-
cideif aschool finance plan meets
constitutional muster.

Gamble has been vocal, letting
her constituents know what's at
stake with social studies courses.
Most of thefeedback hasbeen posi-
tive, with constituents saying it's
the same kind of conservative at-
tack that happened over scienceand
evolution.

The debate over social science
emergedin Junewhen board mem-
ber SteveAbramsof ArkansasCity
asked a committee revising the
standards to put less emphasis on

international relationsand moreon
the Kansasand U.S. perspective.

Abramsinsistsheisnot tryingto
downplay international relations,
instead making certainthat students
have a grounding in their own
economy and government first.

“I"'m surprised with that. |
thought it was merely aclarifica-
tion,” Abramssaid.

“It seems like a given that we
would want to emphasize who we
are.”

Gamble and fellow moderates
fear that aconservativemajority on
the board will weaken the quality
andreputation of Kansaseducation
at atimewhenthestakesfor student
achievement are high.

Theideological fightismost pro-
nounced in the 6th District race,
where incumbent Republican
BruceWyatt of Salinafacesscience
teacher Kathy Martin of Clay Cen-
terintheAug. 6 primary.

Martin— backed by the Kansas
RepublicanAssembly — makesno
bones about her desire to see cre-
ationism taught alongside evolu-
tion. Shesaid scientificdiscoveries
have shown that human develop-
ment was too sophisticated to hap-
pen randomly.

“1 don’tknow why they arecling-
ingtothisso hard,” shesaid.

Given afair portrayal of human
development and a grounding in
teachings at home and church will
result in better-educated students,
sheargues.

TamaraCooper, executivedirec-
tor of the Kansas Republican As-
sembly, agrees with Martin and is
backing her intheprimary. Cooper
said to omit creationismisto cheat
studentsout of awell-rounded edu-
cation.

“| just think that’s smart science
toinclude both,” Cooper said.

Conservatives also say their

agendaistostrengthenthefamily’s
rolein education, whichwill result
in fewer problems teachers will
haveto address, such asdiscipline
or providing basic needs for stu-
dents.

“1 don’tlook tothestate board of
educationto strengthen thefamily.

“Thefamily unitasGod ordained
itisaready strong,” Cooper said.
“Weneedtokeepit that way.”

Wyatt believestheonly placefor
teaching creationismor theintelli-
gent designtheory isinacompara-
tive studies course, not science.

Gamble said moderate Republi-
cans must be aware of what's at
stake and mobilize for the August
primary — and not risk detouring
the course the State Board of Edu-
cation hascharted sofar.

If theideol ogi cal balanceshiftsto
theright, the board is likely to re-
write both science and socia sci-
ence standards.

Next hurdle coming up for planned southwest Kansas reservoir

JETMORE (AP) — Pictureit: a
vast lake in southwest Kansas, of -
fering camping with all theameni-
ties, plusboat ramps, fishing hol es,
hikingtrail sand aswimming beach.

That's what the directors of the
new Horse Thief Reservoir District
did as they gathered by the 1,100-

acresitewheretheparkistobecre-
ated—if taxpayersinfour counties
get on board. For now, theproperty
that could someday feature a 450-
acre lake is designated by a bill-
board along Kansas 156, about
eight mileswest of Jetmore.
Thereservoir’sboardismadeup

of representatives from the four
counties in the park’s benefit dis-
trict— Ford, Hodgeman, Gray and
Finney.
Citizensinthosecountieswill be
asked next April to approve a0.1
percent salestax that isexpectedto
raiseabout $6 millionover 15t017

yearstoward theestimated $10 mil-
lion cost of building the park and
lake. The state is expected to con-
tribute $3.6 million.
Plannerscontemplateabout 70to
90 camping sites with water and
electricity available, plusunlimited
spacefor thosewhoprefer primitive

campsites. Cliff Mayo, a board
member from Finney County, fa-
vors leaving plenty of space for
campers who like to take off and
pitch atent at will. Neatly spaced
camp siteswith grillsand hookups
might suit “ city slickerswho don’t
know how to camp,” he said.

close to al-Qaida-linked militant
Abu Musab al-Zargawi is offering
a$280,000rewardfor thekilling of
Allawi. Thestatement by thegroup
KhalidbinAl Walid Brigadecalled
Allawi an “American stooge” and
saidthat itsassassinswere orderec
tokill the prime minister and other
Iraqi leaders.

Also Sunday, aU.S. airstrike au-
thorized by Allawi hit purported
trenches and fighting positions in
Fallujah used by al-Qaida linked
foreign fighters, killing 14 people,
officialssaid.

Word that Irag’s interim leader
approved the attack was a clear at-
tempt to show that thelragi govern-
ment has taken full sovereignty
from the Americans and has firm
control, despiteitsdeeprelianceon
the 160,000 foreign troops, mainly
from United States.

“We worked with the govern-
ment, thegovernment wasfully in-
formed about these matters, agreec
with us on the need to take the ac-
tion, weconductedtheaction,” U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage said during a news con-
ference here.

“Wedidn’t just strike off on our
own, a sovereign nation had tc
agree.”

Since the U.S. Marines pullec
back from Fallujah—afocal point
of resistancetotheU.S. occupation
— after besieging thecity for three
weeksinApril,theU.S. military has
been limited to using missiles at-
tacksand airstrikesto hit potential
targetsthere.

The nature of Sunday’s target,
like those hit in previous attacks,
wasindispute.

TheU.S. military said it had de-
stroyed trench lines and fighting
positions used by fightersloyal to
al-Zargawi, the Jordanian militant
blamed for masterminding car
bombingsand other attacksinIrag.
The military said 25 al-Zarqawi
fighters had been at the site just
moments before.

Fallujah Mayor Mahmoud
Ibrahim al-Jirisi said the attack hit
asite for civilians supporting the
Fallujah Brigade, amilitiaof local
residentsthat took responsibility for
security in the city when the Ma-
rines|eft.

The attack, the sixth U.S. strike
on the city in roughly a month,
killed 14 people and injured three,
according to Saad al-Amili, &
Health Ministry official.
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A&E Behind Closed Movie Murder, She Wrote |Third Watch City Confidential
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KSNK/NBC [News Family [Days of Our Lives |Passions Inside  [Family [Million- |Jeop- News NBC
[3 1O Feud Edition |Feud aire ardy! News
KBSL/CBS [News Bold, As the World Turns |Guiding Light The People’s Court |Oprah Winfrey News CBS
Beautiful News
K15CG  |Reading |Mister |Varied Programs George |[Beren. [Liberty’s |Cyber- [Arthur |Zoom Busi-
(3) Rainbow |Rogers Shrinks |Bears  [Kids chase ness
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Circus Mouse |Mouse Stitch  [Stitch  |Possible |Family |Stevens |[McGuire
MAX Movie  |Varied Programs Movie Varied Programs  |Movie Varied |Movie

TUESDAY

JULY 20
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KBSL/CBS |News Friends [Navy NCIS The BI% Brother 5 (N)  |The Amazing Race |News Late Show Halle Late
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NICK Jimmy |Oddpar- |Spon- Romeo! Father Cosby |[Cosby |Cosby |Cosby |Cosby [Cosby |Cosby
Neutron |ents geBob hood (N) [Show  [Show |Show |Show |Show |Show |Show
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D) of 2) (CC) Special Victims Adam Sandler. (CC) (DVS) Special Victims Nostalgia (CC)
TBS Scinfeld |Friends |[Friends |[Friends |Outback Jack (N) |Sexand [Sexand [Outback Jack Movie : Guardin:
(CC) (CC) (CC) (CC) the City [the City Tess %x2 (1994)
TNT Law & Order Law & Order Foul |Law & Order Deep |Charmed Little Angel The Thin The X-Files S.R.
Corruption Play (CC) (DVS) Vote (CC) (DVS) Monsters (CC) Dead Line (CC) 819 (CC)
DSC Return to Area 51 |Maneater: Siberian |Big Popcorn MythBusters Buried [Maneater: Siberian |Big Popcom
(cC) Tiger (N) in'Concrete (CC) Tiger
A&E American Justice: Blograph Ed Gein [Cold Case Files DNA tests identify a Crossing Jordan Blograph Ed Gein
Woodward ein (CC) murder victim in Canada. (CC) Bombs Away (CC) ein. (CC)
ESPN ESPN25: Who’s No. |ESPN25: The 2004 World Series  |2004 World Series ésortsCe nter (Live) |Outside- |Bascball
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@1 ast Dead * (2002) |problems with his girlfriend and a teacher.  |Suspense) John Cusack. (CC) |Zone Rule %% (2002)

WEDNESDAY
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[8 JO) Fortune |The Last Kiss (CC) |Darwinian (CC) (CC) Big & Rich. (N) (CC) [Night (N)
KBSL/CBS |News Friends [60 Minutes (CC) King of [Two/Half {48 Hours News Late Show (N) (CC) |Late
@ 1 |[(CC) (CC) Queens [Men Investigates (CC) |(CC) Late
K15CG The NewsHour Great Lodges- 1421: The Year China Discovered World Two’s Charlie Rose (N)
With Jim Lehrer Canadian America? (N) (CC) News Cmpny |(CC)
WGN Will&  [Home Movie: The Man Who Knew Too Little WGN News at Nine |Becker |Becker |Elimi-  [The 5th
13 Grace Improve. %'z (1997, Comedy) Bill Murray. (CC) (CC) cc (cC date Wheel
NICK Jimmy |Oddpar- [Spon- Amanda |Full Full Who's |Who’'s |Who’s |Who's |Who's |Who's
Neutron |ents geBob House |House [Boss? |Boss? |Boss? |Boss? |Boss? |Boss?
FAM 7th Heaven | Really [Movie: Top Gun x%* (1986, Drama) Navy pilots take |Whose |The 700 Club (CC) [Home Home
Do (CC) to the skies to compete for high honors. Tom Cruise. Line" Videos |Videos
USA JAG Flight Risk Law & Order: Law & Order: Monk Mr. Law & Order: The Dead Zone No
D) (cC) Special Victims Special Victims Gets Fired (CC) Special Victims Questions Asked
TBS Seinfeld |Friends Familx Familé Seinfeld |Seinfeld [Sex and |Sex and [Movie: Analyze This (1999) An angst-
(cC) (cC) Guy (CC) |Guy (CC) |(CC) (cC) the City |the City [ridden mobster seeks a psychiatrist’s help.
TNT Law & Order Bronx |Law & Order Thin  [Movic: Cliffhanger (1993) A mountaintop |Law & Order The X-Files Agua
Cheer (CC) (DVS) |[lce (CC) (DVS) rescue becomes a hunt for stolen money.  |Discord (DVS) Mala (CC)
DSC Casino [Casino |[Killer Ants (CC) Transatlantic Great Biker Build-  [Killer Ants (CC) Transatlantic
Diaries |Diarics Tunnel (CC) off Tunnel (CC)
A&E American Justice  |Biography American Justice Citg Confidential ~ [Crossing Jordan  |Biography
Driven to Kill (CC) Catwoman (N) (CC) |Murder & Mrs. B. (N) |(CC) (CC) Catwoman (CC)
ESPN MLB Baseball: Anaheim Angels at Texas Rangers. Ameriquest ~ |Bascball Tonight Sé)ortsCe nter (Live) |Outside- |Bascball
Field in Arlington. (Live) (CC§J (Live) (CC (CC) Lines Tonight
HBO Movie: The Saint x* (1997, Adventure)  |Six Feet Under Entou- |DaAliG |Def Movie: Old School xx (2003,
Val Kilmer, Elisabeth Shue. (CC That's My Dog (CC) [rage Show Poctry  |Comedy) Luke Wilson. (CC)
DISN Sister, [That’s- |Movie: Stuck in the Suburbs |Lizzie That's- |[Sister, |Bug Lizzie Boy Mts. [Even
Sister  |Raven  |(2004) Danielle Panabaker. McGuire |Raven |[Sister  [Juice McGuire [World  |Stevens
MAX (4:00) Movie: JFK  [Movie: Men in Black Il %% Bad Movie : Bad Boys Il %% (2003, Action) Two detectives |Black
@) *%%’2 (1991) (CC) |(2002) Tommy Lee Jones. (CC) |Boys Il  |battle a drug kingpin in Miami. Martin Lawrence. (CC) |Tie Nite




