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A fond good-bye to you all

Tothe Citizensof Colby,

| did not get an opportunity to say good-bye to so many
people. | cannot list each one of you but | do already missthe
daily contact and friendship | enjoyed for so many years.

| only wishthebest for Colby and all of thefine peoplethat
livein the community.

I would like to thank the City of Colby for giving me the
chanceto put my small impressiononthefutureof Colby. After
nine years of being the director of public works/utilities, |
would hopethat it beobviousto somethat | wasvery commit-
tedtothecommunity. My only goal wasmaking Col by thebest
placeto livefor itscitizens and keeping it an attractive com-
munity for growth.

I wish only good things for Colby. | hope the quality staff
that remains in the City of Colby utility departmentswill be
given the chance to excel and to give the community every-
thing that they are capable of without being strangled by hy-

pocrisy.
Good luck to all!
Thank you,
Gerry Bieker,
Paola
(L etter #57)

Thumbs é} é on hold

“Thumbs Up” will appear in this space on Wednesday. Itis
generally aMonday feature of the Free Press publisher, Tom
Dreiling, but heisout of town dueto adeath inthefamily, and
he won’'t be back until Tuesday. His brother-in-law, John
Pilkington of Hays, husband of Wanda(Eberle) Pilkingtondied
late Thursday at Hays Medical Center. John was the son-in-
law of Sally Eberle of Colby, and the late Nick Eberle, and
brother-in-law of Judy Wintz, of Colby.

Commentsto any opihionsexpressed on thispageareencour aged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th ., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail rclark@-
ink.org
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When will 1t ever end?

Thesummer movieseason hasreacheditsmid-
point. It started the first week in May and ends
officially Labor Day weekend.

If | wasgiving theseason agradebased onthe
movies |’ ve seen this summer, it would be an
average“C.”

Despiterecord box officetakes, nothing'sre-
ally hanging oninthemindsof moviegoers, this
oneincluded.

I’ ve pretty much shied away from anything
romantic or too kiddy, opting instead for the
moviesthat woul d be considered thebig-budget
flicks. Right now, I’ d settle for someindy flick
that doesn’t makemewant toinflict bodily harm
onthe peopleresponsiblefor my pain.

A lackluster movie season and lack of other
suitably stimulating entertainment hasforced me
to explore other avenues.

It's made meturn instead to cable and reality
television. My definition of “reality TV” still is
andawayswill remaintobethedocumentary but
thissummer, there' sbeen oneshow that’ssucked
mein.

It'sTBS “Outback Jack” about anAustralian
outdoorsman trying to select hislady lovefrom
among 12 high-maintenance American girls.

The spin on thisoneisthey think they’ re go-
ing to a Californiamansion to woo arich man.
Instead, they’re dropped in the middle of the
Australianoutback intheir evening attireto stay
inacampwithout any modern conveniences(like
electricity for their blow dryersand curlingirons)
and try to win the affections of outback boy.

Thisonehasmealternating between laughter
and revulsion.

| know part of it’s probably scripted but no
matter how hard | try toturnthechannel, I can’t.

Sofar, throughfour episodes, “ Jack” haselimi-
nated several girlsand on the latest installment
Tuesday, July 13, the crew left the outback for

Tisha Cox
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the bustling metropolis of Perth, Western Aus-
tralia.

Thereareonly afew episodesleftandit’sgra-
tuitousfun at its best.

Despite “ Outback Jack” being aguilty plea
sure(“Jack,” better knowninreal lifeasVadim
Dale, is easy on the eyes), other reality televi-
sionisjust plain out there.

| got bored onenight so | watched “ Fear Fac-
tor LasVegas’ whenthreecontestantsweresup-
posedtoeat“ African cave-dwelling spiders’ to
try towinanew 2004 MazdaRX-8. | would eat
bugsto win *that* car.

“Fear Factor Las Vegas” was followed by
“For Love or Money” which | thought was re-
aly, redly stupid.

Fear Factor does have its momentsand |'ve
watched two seasons of ABC's “Celebrity
Mole.”

But | dohaveonequestion—will it ever end?

Inarecentinterview, Connor Trinneer, oneof
the actors from “ Star Trek: Enterprise,” put it
most eloquently when he said if reality televi-
sion continues to grow, people like him won’t
haveajob. | tend do agree with Mr. Trinneer’s
assessment that something must be done.

I know “Star Trek” isn’t high on many
people's lists but the man does have a point.
Reality televisiondoeshaveanimpact, although
I’m not sureit’swhat you could consider posi-

-

tive.

Peoplearegettingwhat they consider their 1-
minutesof famebut | think it'smorelike noto-
riety. Every timeyou turn onthe TV, more anc
moreof thepeoplefrom* Survivor,” “ Americar
Idol” and“ TheBachelor” arepopping upevery-
whereelse.

They’re now “correspondents” for the TV
Guide Channel, E! and “Entertainment To-
night.”

Livetelevision is athing of the past now
thanksto Janet Jackson’srevelation during the
Superbowl, but that could be considered oneof
“reality” television’s most memorable mo-
ments.

Thereal reality of it all isthat people whc
shouldn’t bein front of acameraare becoming
cel ebrities because somebody elsethinksit'se
good idea. It’s not about Joe Public living the
American dream but about network executive:
seeing how far they can push the good tasteen:
velope.

Not all of it is completely bad. So far
“Outback Jack” has been considerably more
conservative than “ The Bachelor” in terms of
peopl€e’s behavior. And some of the home anc
personal makeover showslike" Trading Spaces’
and“ Queer Eyefor the Straight Guy” fix thing:
that really need fixing.

But still, good tasteand quality arein the eye
of the beholder. Until the networks get smart, |
think 1’1l bewatching moremoviesand reading
a few good books. That is after | see how
“Outback Jack” turnsout. . .

Tisha Coxisa general assignment reporter;
photographer for the Colby Free Press. Her e
mail addressistcox@nwkansas.comor giveher
acall at 785-462-3963. You can also fax her al
785-462-7749.

Separation of church and state

L et the state (or civil government) take care
of itsresponsihilities.

L et the church (or this could be expanded to
religion) take care of itsresponsihilities.

L et the state deal with physical mayhem.
L et the church deal with spiritual mayhem.

L et the state deal with property rights.
L et the church deal with spiritual rights.

L et the state deal with license agreements.
L etthechurchdeal with spiritual agreements.

L et the state deal with speed limits.
L et the church deal with spiritual limits.

L et the state deal with road building.
L et the church deal with spiritual building.

L etthestatedeal with corporatebusinesseth-
ics.

L et the church deal with personal spiritual
ethics.

Let the state deal with civil unions.

Ken
Poland
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L et the church deal with spiritual unions.

L et the state deal with civil law infractions.

L et the church deal with spiritual law infrac-
tions.

L et the state deal with ethnic diversity.
L et the church deal with spiritual diversity.

L et the state define civil democracy.
L et the church define spiritual theol ogy.

L et the state deal with secular education.
L et the church deal with spiritual education.

Let the state deal with civil taxation.

L et the church deal with spiritual tithing.

L et the state fund state programs.

L et the church fund church programs.

When the churchissuccessful and fulfillsits
responsibilities, asdefined by itsstatutes, there
will be sufficient influence in society to allow
the state to fulfill its responsibilities. If the
church could betotally successful therewould
benoneedfor state. But, when God allowed man
to havefreedom of choice, man proved himself
tobeunreliableinmaintaining perfectioninhis
relationshipswitheither God or man. Therefore,
manissubject to stateauthority, just tomaintain
civility onthisold planet earth.

The statutes for the Christian community
would beTheHoly Bible, commonly known as
The Word of God. | professto be a part of the
Christiancommunity. Other religionshavetheir
own writings and most of them, if properly in-
terpreted andfollowed, enhance mansrel ation-
ship with man and hisgod or gods.

Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequent
contributor of this page. E-mail
rcwinc@cheerful.com.

BACK AND CHATTING
WITH RYPERT MURDOCH |
ABOUT "OUTFOXER” THE
NEW DOCUMENTARY ABUT
HI FOX NEWS NETWORK....
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