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He’s right on target

Tothe Colby FreePress:

| agreewith Conrad Reed' sl etter (M onday, July 26, Free
Press).

Colby Public Schools have had high standards and a
good reputation for excellence for many, many years.

Why would you lower the standards?

We even had high standards for the teachers' personal
lives, which the privacy act will take care of now.

Ashewrote, if you don't expect the child’s best, you
won't get their best.

School iseducation, not sports. Itisaniceaddition but
don’'tlet usforget reading, writing and arithmetic arethe
reasonsfor itsbeing.

Watered down expectationsand parentsafraid of injur-
ing the child's physic arealot of what iswrong with our
world today.

L et usraiseour standardsfor everything and our world
will be much better.

MoyaBieker
Colby
(L etter #60)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers.
L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for
verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your
address and tel ephone number to appear with your letter, please
ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote
with your letter. Most importantly, all lettersmust include a
signature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereserve
theright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservethe
right to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or
considered offensive or libelous. You can expect your |etter to
appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free
Pressallow readersto become engaged in public debate on
topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your
thoughtswith the family of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank
youl.
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Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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Superintendent didn’t tell whole story

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Disturbing circumstances and events during
thesepast few weekshavecompelledmetowrite
thisletter.

My Dad, Ralph Ostmeyer, is running on the
Republican ticket for the 40th District Kansas
Senate seat. Heisaconservative and has served
in public office most of hisadult life. He spent
14 years on the Grinnell School Board, eight
yearsasGove County Commissioner and hejust
finished hissecondtermastherepresentativefor
the 118th District of the Kansas House of Rep-
resentatives.

Hehasal so been an activemember of theKan-
sas State High School ActivitiesAssociation as
areferee in both basketball and football for 33
years.

Unfortunately, many peopleintheHoxiearea
havebeen misled about Ral ph Ostmeyer. Please
allow metotell you about him.

My Dad is afarmer and most importantly a
wonderful father. He raised seven children and
gave each of us the opportunity to be educated
beyond high school — 1 Master’s degree, 4
Bachelor’s degrees and 1 Vo-Tech diploma. |
think itisimportant to notethat three of hischil-
drenare TEACHERS.

| would also liketo point out that 10 of his13
grandchildren are being raised in small rural
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school districtsin northwest Kansas.
IntheApril 8, 2004 issue of the Hoxie Senti-
nel, Mr. Jim McDaniel, Hoxie School District
superintendent, stated in hisweekly newsl etter
that Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer thinks that teachers
should takeacut in pay. | havevisited with my
Dad about thisand | found that thereis clearly
more to the story than Mr. McDaniel reported.
That comment was taken out of context during
ameetingin Topekawith superintendentsfrom
thisarea. My Dad gave them the example of a
school districtinhisrepresentativedistrictthat,
when faced with cuts, chose to work with the
teachers asagroup rather than eliminating po-
sitionsand cutting programs. The situation my
Dad was referring to, that consequently was
taken out of context by Mr. McDaniel, resulted
inthat group of teacherswillingly takingasmall
cut in pay so that none of themwould losetheir

jobscompletely.

My Dad urged the superintendents in tha
meeting to make all necessary cutsin order tc
save programs. | believe Ralph Ostmeyer ha
done everything possible to insure that our
schools are adequately funded EXCEPT raise
taxes. My Dad voted against anincreasein sal &
andincometaxestofund schoolsduringthispas
session because he believes that in these eco-
nomic times, we are taxed enough.

Ralph Ostmeyer wasrai sed to work hard anc
taught to make do with what he had. He raisec
his children to work hard and live with their
means, and heexpectsnothinglessof theschool
districts and the state government, aswell.

Ralph Ostmeyer isadamant that children de-
serve agood education. He knows that we are
fortunateto havesomeof thebest teachersinthe
world right herein northwest Kansas.

He supports education and he will do every-
thing he can to make sure our schools are suit:

ably funded.
Thank you for your timeand consideration. |
amvery proud of my Dad.
Sincerely,
ChrisNiblock
Hoxie
(Letter #61)

Elections, and corporate money

Any sign that corporate influence has been
reducedinthefirst presidential electionsincethe
banning soft money went into effect looks du-
bious. Despitethe SupremeCourt rulinginsup-
port of the Campaign Reform Act, corporate
money andtheinfluenceitbuysisfindingitsway
into the 2004 election. One only need look at
sponsorship of themajor palitical party conven-
tionsin Boston and New York.

Unfortunately, when the Federal Election
Commissiondecidedtoallow convention“ host
committees” to raise and spend unlimited soft
money from corporationsto pay for thenational
party nominating conventionsin 2004, it left a
gapingholeinrepairstothedemocraticel ections
process. In the not-too-distant past, party con-
ventionswerelargely funded by federal grants.
Private sources are expected to give $110 mil-
lionfor the 2004 conventions— about 13times
theamount of private contributionsto the 1992
conventions, and donations to national party
committees already exceed levelsin 2000 in
spite of the soft money ban.

The Republicans plan to raise $64 million
from privatecontributionsfor their convention,
compared to the Democrat’s $39.5 million. A
handful of corporations, including Coca-Cola,
AltriaGroup (a.k.a. Philip Morris), and Pfizer,
are attempting to hedge their bets by giving to
both parties. Coca-Cola and Pfizer are Silver
donors to the Boston Host Committee, giving
between $250,000 and $500,000. PhilipMorris/
Altriais a Bronze donor, giving between
$100,000 and $250,000. The Democratic host
committeerejected tobacco money for its2000
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convention. Thesesamecorporationsarelisted
as sponsors of the Republican Convention in
New York City. We have become far too apa-
theticintheface of thesenumbersand the pres-
ence of corporationsin politics — unless we
follow themoney —tounderstand how it affects
usdirectly.

Corporations obviously stand to gain by do-
natingto political partiesand conventions. Why
elsewould they doit?According to aSupreme
Court ruling, soft money donationsfrom corpo-
rationsdirectly tobothnational partiesledto”no
other conclusion but that these donors were
seeking influence, or avoiding retaliation.”
President George W. Bush is the top recipient
of tobacco money inthe current el ection cycle,
but PhilipMorrig/Altriaisn’ttakingany chances
given that the US signed the Convention on
Tobacco Control in 2003, and must decide
whether to ratify the treaty. The tobacco giant
is splitting its donations more evenly than in
2000 when it overwhelmingly supported Re-
publicans— 60 percent to Republicans and 40
percent to Democrats so far in the 2004 elec-
tions. Call it an insurance policy. Tobacco-re-

lated illnesses kill nearly five million people
around theworld every year.

Pfizer also has a great deal at stake in this
year’selections astheimportation of prescrip-
tiondrugsisdebated in Congress. Thecorpora-
tion has donated over half amillion dollars sc
farinthiselectioncycle, 65 percent to Republi-
cans. The cost of drugsis an issue that affects
nearly everyone, in particular the morethan 40
million uninsured.

Corporate scandals of the past several years
like Enron also do not appear to have curbed
willingness of political candidatesor partiesta
accept these contributions. Each party pointsat
the other while continuing to permit undue cor-
porate access and influence at the expense of
publictrust. Thereisa“silver lining” inthat to-
bacco industry and pharmaceutical industry
donations are down from 2000, indicating the
ban on soft money may have had someimpact.
The key is to continue to close loopholes and
expose the quid pro quo between corporations
and their political donations — whether it i<
accesstopolitical leadersor changestolegisla-
tion that affectsthem.

Patricia Lynn is Campaign Director for
Infact, a nonparti san member ship organization
that protects people by waging and winning
campaignschallenging irresponsibleand dan-
gerous corporate actions around the world —
www.infact.org. Infact does not endor se, sup-
port, oppose, or otherwiseadvocatetheel ection
or defeat of any political candidate or party.
“ Distributed by MinutemanMedia.org.”
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