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County commission candidates discuss ISsues

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Three Repub-
lican candidates
will bedukingit
out during the .
primary election L
next Tuesday for 5
the District 3
Thomas County
Commissioner i.“‘fl
h T
Whoever is Ken Christiansen

chosen Tuesday

will faceDemocrat Rosalie Seeman
for the seat at the November elec-
tion. The seat is currently held by
DuaneDawes, who announced ear-
lier thisyear hewasn’'t running for
re-election.

The candidates are Ken
Christiansen of Brewster and Bert
Stramel andBill Miller, Jr. of Colby.
The three talked about why they
think they would make good repre-

sentatives for the residents of the
county and some of theissuesthey
see that are important for the
county’sfuture.

Christiansen said if county resi-
dentswant someonewho will give
them “fair and honest representa-
tion,” he'sthemanthey shouldvote
for.

Headded common sense, conser-
vative, fairness and honesty are
other reasonspeopleshouldvotefor
him.

On county issues, Christiansen
said funding for the county, includ-
ing money to maintain roads and
paying for insurance are what he
sees as matters of concern.

“Funding for the county will be
anissuethat iswithusfromnow on
and doing the most with what he
have,” hesaid.

Christiansen said using what
money their istokeep existing pro-
grams and making do to provide

Advance balloting

continues

IN county

\/oters can pick up a ballot before
noon on Monday at clerks office

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Voting for Tuesday’s primary
electionhasalready started. County
Clerk Tracey Perkinssaid sofar 105
voters havetaken advantage of ad-
vance voting.

Shesaid county residentscanstill
getanadvanceballotif they call the
clerk’sofficeor comeinby noonon
Monday. Sick or disabledvoterscan
alsostill get aballot until 7 p.m. on
election night.

Thepollswill beopenfrom7am.
to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, primary elec-
tion day..

“All advance ballots have to be
turned in by 7 o’ clock on election
evening,” Perkinssaid.

She said the law changed from
absentee to advance voting almost
SiX yearsago.

“It was more or less a conve-
nience,” Perkins said. “Some
peopl e do take advantage of it.”

She said there are 5,467 regis-
tered voters in the county with
3,080 Republicans, 1,107 Demo-
crats, 31 Libertarians and five Re-
formParty members. Therearea so
1,244 unaffiliated votersregistered.

Perkins said they can voteinthe
primary but havetokeepinmindthe
Republicanballotisclosedandun-
affiliated voterswill havetofill out

acardtovotethat ballot. TheDemo-
crat ballotisopensothey don'thave
tofill anything out.

Shesaid only theDemocraticand
Republican parties are recognized
for the primary but for the Novem-
ber election, all partiesareeligible.

Important racesinthecounty are
the District 3 county commission-
ersracewhichhasthreeRepublican
candidates vying for the chance to
makeit onto the ballot for the gen-
eral electionin November.

Bert Stramel and Bill Miller, Jr.
of Colby and Ken Christiansen of
Brewster are all on the ballot for
Tuesday’sprimary.

The District 2 seat aso has two
candidatesontheprimary ballotfor
theDistrict 2 seat. They are Demo-
cratsRichard Stefanand Jim Cous-
insof Colby.

Residents might also be inter-
estedinthel ogan County Attorney
primary race. Colby resident An-
drea Wyrick, a Republican, has
filed to run against incumbent
County Attorney Douglas Spencer,
aRepublican.

Wyrick will alsobegoingheadto
headwithThomasCounty Attorney
Allan Taylor, a Democrat, in the
November general el ection. Wyrick
istryingtobecomecounty attorney
for both counties.

Colby
Rexford
Atwood

Thenumbers
Wednesday’s high, 80

Back to warmer weather

Tonight...Partly cloudy. A chance of thunderstormsthen aslight
chanceof thunderstormsafter midnight. L owsintheupper 50s. South
winds 10to 15 mph and gusty. Chance of thunderstorms 30 percent.
Friday...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of thunderstormsinthe
morning. Highsin the mid 80s. Southeast winds 5 to 10 mph shift-
ing to the northeast in the afternoon. Friday night...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 60s. Southeast winds 5 to 10 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of thunderstormsin
the afternoon. Highs around 90. South winds 5 to 15 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 90.
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residents with
what they’'re
usedtoisanim- | ¥
portantissue. He
saidthere’sonly .
so much money
towork withand

itwill havetobe -

dealt with. . ; ‘
wilf—ieeJa?]r:a?farh:ﬁ Bert Stramel
and raise live-
stock innorthwest ThomasCounty.
Christiansen also sellsreal estate.
Heisalifelong county resident and
attended Colby schools.

Stramel is ready to take on the
responsibilities of a county com-
missioner. He said he would be a
good representative because he
would offer adifferent perspective.

“I"'m ayounger generation,” he
said, adding he sees getting young
people to stay in the area or come
back after collegeisoneof theprob-

lems he sees in the county. “1 can
identify with what they want and
look for.”

Other issuesheseesat thecounty
level are economic development
and escal ating property tax, both of
which need to be dealt with.

“1 think thosearesomekey issues
weneedtolook at,” Stramel said.

Being acounty commissioner is
something he' salwayswantedtodo
andit’ ssomething hewantstobuild
on, and maybe run for other politi-
cal officesinthefuture.

He also wants to encourage
people to exercise their rights and
voteinthe primary.

He said he is also supportive of
House Bill 2725, passed this year,
which will allow counties to re-
cover thecost of housinginmatesin
their county jails

Stramel said it’s something he
would like the Thomas County
commissioners get involved with.

Stramel, a
Thomas County
native, farms
and is the board
president of the
county farm bu-
reau. Healso at-
tends Mingo
Bible Church.

Miller said he
thinks some of
the require-
ments to being a good commis-
sioner are being established in the
county and having abusi nessback-
ground.

“I think you need to be well-
rounded,” he said, adding that in-
cludes both with family and busi-
ness.

Miller said someof thekey issues
heseesaretaxes, thecost of running
the county and health care. He said
county taxes can’t continue to be
raised.

Bill Miller, Jr.

He said population decline,
ground water and economic devel-
opment are al so important i Ssues.

Hesaid retai ning businessesanc
thepopulationwill haveto bedealt
with and said that will probably be
acontinuing issue.

Miller said he’ srunning because
with his experience, he could ben-
efit the county. He served on the
Colby school boardfor 10and ahalf
years.

Miller hasbeenactiveinKiwanis
Clubandandvariousother commu-
nity activities, including helping
with the fair and other volunteer
work.

He also wants to encourage
peopletovoteandisglad seethere
are other candidates running for
commissioner.

Miller and his wife Peggy have
three children and one grandchild.
Miller hasbeen self-employed ase
farmer for morethan 30 years.

Eye-to-eye with the judges
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Kayla Hockersmith showed off one of her craft projects during judging of 4-H arts and crafts projects at the 4-H Building at the
Thomas County Fairgrounds this morning. It was one of several pre-fair activities that have been going on all week. The Thomas
County Free Fair starts Aug. 3 and runs through Aug. 7.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Hundreds attend services for Congressman’s son

WICHITA (AP) — Hundreds of
mourners came Wednesday to fu-
neral servicesfor theteenageson of
Republican Rep. Todd Tiahrt.

LukeTiahrt, 16, died Saturday of
an apparent suicide at thefamily’s
home in Virginia. The circum-
stancessurrounding hisdeath have
not been disclosed.

“Hislosswasfelt very deeply by
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many people,” said the Rev. Gene
Carlson, of Westlink Christian
Church. “In avery profound way
his tragic death has wounded his
father and mother, his brother and
sister, hisgrandma (Audene) Hol-
land, his grandpa and grandma
(Tiahrt).”

The Tiahrts' youngest child was
remembered at the public funeral

Queen/Princess events set

service asavery outgoing person,
but also somewhat shy and sensi-
tive. Hewasamusician and artist,
and hissketcheswereshownalong
with family photos at the service.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert,
HouseMgjority Leader TomDel ay
and House Majority Whip Roy
Blunt, along with several other
membersof Congressand commu-

nity leaders, attended the service.

Condolencessent from President
Bush and Vice President Dick
Cheney wereread. In Bush’s note,
heand hiswifetoldthe Tiahrt fam-
ily: “Our heartsachefor you.”

Luke Tiahrt would have beenin
his junior year this coming fall at
W.T. Woodson High School in
Fairfax, Va

Blood drive scheduled
The Thomas County Chapter of theAmerican Red Crossisholding a

Low thismorning, 57

Recordsfor July 29, 109in 1935 and 43in 1971

Year ago today, 90 and 60

Precipitation past 24 hours, 0.00

July total, 4.19 inches

Thesources:

TheforecastisfromtheNational Weather Service, and other num-
bers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout theday isavailableby calling
(785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are avail able by calling 460-
TEMP.

Water use

 July 28 =1.983 million gallons.

Water advisories

» Water Watch is3.5 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water War ningis4.0 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water Emer gency is4.5million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

The Thomas County Queen and Princess Horsemanshipis scheduled
for Friday at 10 a.m. at the fairgroundsin Colby. The fashion show and
speech contest startsat 7 p.m., also Friday, at Quality Inn.

The pubic is welcome to attend both events. There is no admission
charge.

Garage sale donations needed

Big BrothersBig Sistersof Thomas County isholdingagaragesalein
early August. Donations are appreciated and can be dropped off at 1960
W. Fourth. Call 460-9125 to scheduleatimeto drop off items. accepted
andinexchangeparticipantswill receivedigital thermometers. “Mercury
thermometers break easily and often,” said Karen Shoemaker, assi stant
scout |eader, “ and when they break, they let off toxic vaporsthat can be
hazardousto your health. Wehopeto make Thomas County awareof this
danger and rid the community of thishazard.”

For information, call Jo Cheney at 462-2082 or Sandy Swob at 462-
3438.

blood drivefrom noonto 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 17 at the Colby Com-
munity Building. For information on donating blood, to volunteer or to
schedule an appointment to donate, call 462-2082 or visit
www.redcross.org/br/centralplains.

Colby Sacred Heart enrollment set

Enrollment for the 2004-05 school year at Colby Sacred Heart School
will be Tuesday, Aug. 10, from9a.m. to 3p.m., said Dave Evert, princi-
pal. The enrollment will befor all studentsin grades preschool through
fifth grade. For questions, call 460-2813.

Library book sale starts Saturday

Pioneer Memorial Library will hold its annual “ Summer Book Sale’
July 31 through Aug. 8. Book priceswill start at 10 cents. As the week
progresses, all book priceswill drop. The book salewill take place dur-
ing normal library business hours.



Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



