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Daughters unhappy dad returning
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My dad went to
prison in 1989 and was released last
November.

My sister and I were excited that
Dad was coming home, but it has
been a nightmare. He is manipula-
tive, whiny and endlessly needy.

He moved in with my sister and
she’s going crazy. She asked me to
take him, but after my husband saw
the way Dad behaves, he flat out
refused to have him in our home. I
agree with him.

Dad keeps making excuses about
why he can’t live on his own. He
claims he doesn’t have the money,
but then he goes out and buys all
kinds of things for himself. He re-
fuses to accept responsibility for his
actions and insists that things are
everybody else’s fault.

My sister feels too guilty to kick
him out, and I am at the end of my
rope. Dad won’t go to counseling
because he thinks he doesn’t need it.
Is this a case for tough love?

— NEEDS TO KNOW IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR NEEDS: The person
who could benefit from counsel-
ing is your sister. Until she can
emotionally distance herself from
Dad, she will continue to be ma-
nipulated by his stance as a per-
petual victim and his guilt trips.
Once your sister has established
boundaries, setting a date for Dad
to be out of her home and insist-
ing upon it are excellent ideas.

etiquette. Because I initiated
the divorce from my ex-husband,
my former in-laws no longer
speak to me.

Both of them are in failing
health, so I am wondering if I
should attend their funerals for
the sake of my children, or stay
away.

I am willing to endure an awk-
ward, hostile reception to support
my children if you think my atten-
dance would be appropriate.

— WANTS TO DO THE
RIGHT THING

DEAR WANTS: Funerals are
for the living — in this case that
means your former husband,
your surviving former in-law and
your children. Since you are per-
sona non grata, it might be best if
your children attended the fu-
neral with their father. If they
need you to be there, then sit in the
back and remain as inconspicu-
ous as possible.

DEAR ABBY: After reading the
letter from “Pussyfooting in Ne-
braska,” who gets too many jokes
and other e-mails from her mother,
I thought I’d offer up my solution.

Most of my e-mails go to my of-
fice account.

However, I have set up a separate
e-mail account specifically for my
mother through a free service.
Mother sends her e-mails to that
account, and that’s all that goes into
it. Of course, it eventually gets filled
up with jokes, etc., and whenever I
get a chance (every month or so, or
when she lets me know that it is full),
I check it, and read and delete all of
her e-mails.

I hope this is helpful for “Pussy-
footing.”

— FAITHFUL READER IN
L.A.

DEAR FAITHFUL: That
sounds like quite a project! How-
ever, for someone who doesn’t
want personal e-mails com-
mingled with business correspon-
dence, your solution may be just
the ticket. Thank you for the sug-
gestion.

DEAR ABBY: My sister in-
formed me that her daughter was
pregnant and being married at the
local courthouse.

They live in Kansas. I live in
Florida.

The day after the ceremony, my
sister e-mailed me, expressing her
anger that I did not acknowledge her
daughter’s “special day.”

Keep in mind that I have never
known her kids, as we have lived so
far apart all of their lives. Her other
daughters have called me every
name they can come up with, trying
to make me feel bad for “forgetting”
about the event.

I don’t feel I was obligated to do
anything, especially when my sister
announced it would be “parents
only” at the ceremony.

Who’s out of line here, in your
opinion?

DEAR DISTANT AUNT: Since
you weren’t invited to the wed-
ding, you had no obligation to
send a gift.

It would have been nice if you
had marked the occasion with
something — a token gift. How-
ever, since you are now being
“called every name they can come
up with,” I wouldn’t blame you
for going from distant aunt to an
even more distant one.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Famous Hand
This deal occurred at a national tourna-

ment more than 40 years ago. At one table
the bidding went as shown. West’s four-
notrump bid asked his partner to bid clubs
or spades.

East duly obliged with five spades, raised
by West to six after South bid six diamonds.
When this came around to South, he de-
cided to venture seven diamonds.

At this point, while West was cogitating
whether to bid seven spades as a sacrifice,
East doubled out of turn — and promptly
led the ace of trumps to confirm the sound-
ness of his double!

Naturally, the tournament director was
summoned.

He ruled that North-South could continue
bidding in turn and, furthermore, that the
ace of diamonds was a penalty card.

 (If a defender improperly exposes a card,
it becomes a penalty card, which must be
played at the first legal opportunity.)

With seven diamonds clearly hopeless,
South now ran to seven notrump!

He was hoping to find some way to make
that contract with the aid of the exposed
card.

West led a spade.
Declarer finessed dummy’s jack and then

scored four heart tricks by taking repeated
finesses against East’s king.

South had been hoping that East would
show out of hearts and be forced to discard
the ace of diamonds, but he had no such
luck.

Declarer next led a club to dummy’s king
and cashed the A-K of spades as East con-
tinued to follow suit.

Finally, South played a club to the ace,
prepared to concede down four, but at this
point East’s luck ran out.

Having no more clubs, he had no choice
but to discard the ace of diamonds, and the
grand slam came rolling home!

Tomorrow: Experts are human too.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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