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PID YOU EVER STOP TO THINK
THAT WITH A LITTLE WORK, YOU

BUT I TRY NOT TO
THINK ABOUT IT
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NOT A SHART GQUESTION
TO ASK THE GANFULLY

Daughtersu

DEAR ABBY: My dad went to
prisonin1989andwasrel eased last
November.

My sister and | were excited that
Dad was coming home, but it has
been anightmare. Heis manipula-
tive, whiny and endlessly needy.

He moved in with my sister and
she'sgoing crazy. She asked meto
takehim, but after my husband saw
the way Dad behaves, he flat out
refused to have himin our home. |
agreewith him.

Dadkeepsmaking excusesabout
why he can’t live on his own. He
claims he doesn’t have the money,
but then he goes out and buys all
kinds of things for himself. He re-
fusestoaccept responsibility for his
actions and insists that things are
everybody else’sfault.

My sister feelstoo guilty to kick
him out, and | am at the end of my
rope. Dad won't go to counseling
becausehethinkshedoesn't needit.
Isthisacasefor tough love?

— NEEDSTOKNOW IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR NEEDS: The person
who could benefit from counsel-
ing isyour sister. Until she can
emotionally distanceher self from
Dad, shewill continue to be ma-
nipulated by his stance as a per-
petual victim and hisguilt trips.
Onceyour sister has established
boundaries, settingadatefor Dad
to beout of her home and insist-
ingupon it areexcellent ideas.

etiquette. Because | initiated
thedivor cefrom my ex-husband,
my former in-laws no longer
speak to me.

Both of them arein failing
health, so | am wondering if |
should attend their funeralsfor
the sake of my children, or stay
away.

| am willingto endurean awk-
ward, hostiler eceptiontosupport
my childrenif youthink my atten-
dancewould beappropriate.

Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

nhappy dad returning
Abigail
Van Buren

—WANTSTODOTHE
RIGHT THING
DEAR WANTS: Funeralsare
for theliving— in this case that
means your former husband,
your survivingformer in-lawand
your children. Sinceyou are per-
sonanon grata, it might bebest if
your children attended the fu-
neral with their father. If they
needyoutobethere thensitinthe
back and remain asinconspicu-
ousaspossible.

DEARABBY: After reading the
letter from “ Pussyfooting in Ne-
braska,” who gets too many jokes
and other e-mailsfrom her mother,
| thought I' d offer up my solution.

Most of my e-mailsgoto my of-
ficeaccount.

However, | haveset up aseparate
e-mail account specifically for my
mother through a free service.
Mother sends her e-mails to that
account, andthat’sall that goesinto
it. Of course, iteventually getsfilled
up with jokes, etc., and whenever |
get achance (every month or so, or
whensheletsmeknow thatitisfull),
| check it, and read and deleteall of
her e-mails.

I hopethisishelpful for “Pussy-
footing.”

— FAITHFUL READERIN
L.A.

DEAR FAITHFUL: That
soundslikequiteaproject! How-
ever, for someone who doesn’t
want personal e-mails com-
mingled with businesscorrespon-
dence, your solution may bejust
theticket. Thank you for thesug-
gestion.

e Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My sister in-
formed me that her daughter was
pregnant and being married at the
local courthouse.

They livein Kansas. | livein
Florida.

The day after the ceremony, my
sister e-mailed me, expressing her
anger that | did not acknowledgeher
daughter’s*“ special day.”

Keep in mind that | have never
known her kids, aswehavelived so
far apart all of their lives. Her other
daughters have called me every
namethey can comeupwith, trying
tomakemefeel badfor “forgetting”
about the event.

| don’t feel | was obligated to dc
anything, especially whenmy sister
announced it would be “parents
only” at the ceremony.

Who's out of line here, in your
opinion?

DEARDISTANTAUNT: Since
you weren't invited to the wed-
ding, you had no obligation tc
send a gift.

It would have been niceif you
had marked the occasion with
something — atoken gift. How-
ever, since you are now being
“ called every namethey can come
up with,” 1 wouldn’t blame you
for going from distant aunt to an
even moredistant one.

Dear Abby iswritten by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.Dear Abby.corr
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.
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Thisdeal occurred at anational tourna-  “Reminds me of that rainbow layer cake

ment morethan 40 yearsago. At onetable

you mad

the bidding went as shown. West's four-

notrump bid asked his partner to bid clubs

IT'S SO NICE TO LIE BY THE POOL,
LISTENING TO ALL THE KIDS
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DOING CANNONBALLS...

.AND KNOW THAT )
THIS TIME NONE OF
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PICTURES FROM
A VACATION
WITHOUT KIDS
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: I IMAGINE A REALLY
GOOD-LOOKING BARBARIAN GUY MIGHT BE
NAMED ATTILA THE HUNK.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L
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e for my birthday.”

or spades. Crossword
Eastduly obligedwithfivespades,raised ACROSS 41 Advan-  DOWN 19 Reindeer
; f v i 1 Bridge tage 1 Ella’s herder,
byweg t_o sixafter Southbidsix diamonds. 5 Wrigley 42 Decorates specialty probably
When this came around to South, he de- product 45 More 2 Machu 22 Footballer
cided to venture seven diamonds. 8 Capri, apt to Picchu actor
. . . S e.g. frighten locale 24 Period-
Atthispoint, whileWest wascogitating 12 vieidby 49 very 3 Eden ical,
whether to bid seven spadesasasacrifice, i treaty - favorable, . ;victee »s grieﬂy
East doubled out of turn— and promptly 15 nebt oo O Unclor
ledtheaceof trumpsto confirmthesound- rival 51 Peregri- 5 Airport bird
: I 15 Speedy nate business, 26 Chicka-
ness of hisdouble! . steed 52 Basilica often dee’s
Natural |y, the tournament director was 16 Cheaply area 6 Important cousin
18 Big 53 Candle numero 27 Made
summoned. . ruckus count 7 Painter 29 Prohibit
‘Heruledthat North-Southcouldcontinue 20 Thin pan- 54 Rams Chagall 30 Idolater’s
bidding in turn and, furthermore, that the . ge_llkes o Zwa(’jams g gug I eCmotion
H num udaio- razilian arry
aceof diamondswasapenalty card. 23 Nipper's cassotte city on
(If adefender improperly exposesacard, employer part 10 Queue 36 Brownish
it becomes apenal ty card, which must be 24 Figure of 56 George 11 Work orange
g . speech Burns units 38 Search
played at thefirst legal opportunity.) 28 Sousa- role 17 Timetable  (out)
With seven diamonds clearly hopeless, phone 57 Mini-pie abbr. 40 EEQA
South now ran to seven notrump! 31 Parisian  Solution time: 24 mins. 42 From a
Hewashopingtofind someway tomake a gal 1 W g s ﬁlistance
; : trengtl 43 Nitwit
that contract with the aid of the exposed 34 "o [2lm 5| 44 Unos-
card. tion corted
35 Courage 46 Ottumwa
West |ed aspade . . 37 Captain is there
Declarer finesseddummy’sjack and then Corco- 47 Till the
scored four heart tricksby taking repeated rif)’s A f_‘nd of
. . , . ship ime
finesses against East S.kl ng. 39 Larry's 48 Take 10
South had been hoping that East would cohort ap 50 Past
show out of heartsandbeforcedtodiscard T 5 T T T

the ace of diamonds, but he had no such

luck.

Declarer nextledaclubtodummy’sking
and cashedtheA-K of spadesasEast con- |'®

tinued to follow suit.

m

Finally, South played a club to the ace,

29 |30

prepared to concede down four, but at this

point East’sluck ran out.

Having no more clubs, he had no choice
but to discard the ace of diamonds, and the
grand slam camerolling home!

Tomorrow: Expertsare human too.
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