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BARBEQUE
Big Boys Barbeque
will be at the Thomas County

Fairgrounds Tuesday, August

3 through Saturday, August 7

from lunchtime through

suppertime.

YOUR NEXT MOWER

FREE PPowerFoldTM

Deck Lift / Electric
Height Adjustment*

on selected models!

up to $600 OOFF
PowerVacTM Collection
System or other
implement*

DEALERSHIP NAME
SECOND LINE

1234 S Northwest St
Nearhere, Kans
(620) 5555-11212

(908) 996 3037

OR

Summer Sizzler ends August 31, 2004

Exclusive PowerFoldTM Deck

www.grasshoppermower.com

Proudly built 

in the USA.

*Purchase of new Grasshopper Mower required. 

1190 S. Country Club Dr., Colby, KS  67701
785-462-2412

TOOL DISPERSAL

Friend refuses to agree to disagree on politics, behavior annoying
Abigail
Van Buren

• Dear
   Abby

DEAR ABBY: A woman I have
known for 10 years has different
political beliefs from mine.

 I have not viewed this as a rea-
son to end the friendship; I just don’t
bring up the subject of politics with
her.

 She, on the other hand, con-
stantly “slams”  my beliefs, in per-
son and via e-mail.

I have recently received several
offensive letters from her. I didn’ t
respond and she keeps prodding me
for a reaction.

Believe me, she doesn’ t want to
hear what I have to say about her
behavior.

I have asked her to stop pushing
her opinions on me and still she per-
sists.

I feel that her antics are extremely
disrespectful, and I’m to the point
of ending communication with her
altogether. What have you to say on
this issue?

— HARASSED IN HOUSTON
DEAR HARASSED: Tell her

that the subject of politics is “ver-
boten” until after the election.
There’s a reason for that old
warning, “Don’t discuss sex, re-
ligion or politics.” It can end
friendships.

She’s not going to change your
views, and you aren’t going to
change hers. Although she may be
doing this to get a rise out of you,
it’s disrespectful and a touch ma-
licious.

DEAR ABBY: I have several
good friends. Whenever a friend
starts to become “clingy,”  I start to
withdraw and even try to avoid
them.

By “clingy,”  I mean they phone
one or more times a day. Sometimes
it’s people who expect me to go with
them all the time, or “always”  sit by
them at gatherings or events. Not all
my friends act this way, and I have
great relationships with those few
who don’ t.

How can I convey to the others
that I like my space and feel in-
truded upon when they become
clingy?

 I try to laugh it off, but it wears
on my nerves, and then I feel guilty
for feeling the way I do.

— FEELING BAD IN TEXAS
DEAR FEELING BAD: When

people call too frequently, draw
the line by telling them you are too
busy to talk and will call them
when it’s convenient.

When you feel encroached
upon, explain to those who expect
you to accompany them “all the
time,” that you have other plans.

Not all relationships need the
same amount of care and feeding.
The people with whom you inter-
act need to learn to respect your
boundaries.

But in order for that to happen,
you must level with your friends
about your feelings and not beat
yourself up for doing so.

DEAR ABBY: This guy asked
me out. I was going to refuse, but he
showed up at my door with flowers
and I couldn’ t say no.

Now I feel guilty, but I can’ t pos-
sibly tell him.

What should I do?
— STUCK IN NEW YORK

DEAR STUCK: A lady keeps
her word. Since you accepted his
invitation — and his flowers —
you go on the date.

If he asks you out again, you tell
him it’s not a good idea because
you consider him a friend, not a
romantic interest.

DEAR ABBY: In a recent column
I noted the comments of a reader
and your response concerning the
need to have a will and a living will.
As an elder law attorney, I feel

strongly that my clients should have
two ADDITIONAL documents in
place: a health care proxy and a du-
rable power of attorney.

I have, in my practice of the last
25 years, concluded that the single
most important document a client
can have is a durable power of at-
torney.

Many of the issues that were
raised in your reader’s letter could
be addressed if someone had a
power of attorney.

This document, like the others,
can be as broad or as narrow as the
individual giving the power of at-
torney wishes.

 It is not a relinquishing of author-
ity, but rather a granting of parallel
authority, and can easily be re-
voked.

In a similar fashion, a health care
proxy provides the opportunity for
someone to interact with health care
providers should the incapacitated
individual be unable to make his/
her own decisions.

 — LAWRENCE S. GRA-
HAM, GREENVILLE, N.C.

DEAR LAWRENCE: Thank
you for educating my readers —
and me — about these important
documents. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: Please remind
your readers that a living will is not
only very important, but a person
should also carry a copy while trav-
eling.

 My husband and I have “ pre-
packed”  copies of our living wills
in our suitcase so they are always
available.

Imagine being thousands of miles
from home when a crisis arises and
those important documents are des-
perately needed.

— ANNE M., ALEXANDRIA,
VA.

DEAR ANNE: That’s an inter-
esting idea.

It never hurts to be prepared.

DEAR ABBY: I read with inter-
est your response to the gentleman
who was trying to convince family
and friends to complete a living will
before they need one. As a nurse for
many years, I concur wholeheart-
edly.

No one wakes up in the morning
planning to have an accident, or a
heart attack, or some other life-
threatening condition.

Too many times, doctors and
nurses are faced with a family di-
vided on what they “ think”  our pa-
tient would want — or not want.
Combine this with the shock and

grief these people are experiencing,
and the situation becomes volatile.

— FORMER SURGICAL
NURSE, VIRGINIA BEACH,

VA.
DEAR FORMER NURSE:

Thank you for speaking from the
perspective of someone who has
been in the trenches and seen it
firsthand.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90069.


