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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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NOBODY ORDERED TUNA? OKAY, MY
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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OKAY, NOW WERE COMING TO
THAT SAME INTERSECTION AGAIN!
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WATCH CLOSELY! WEDON'T
WANT TO END UP HERE FOR
THE THIRD TIME !

WELCOMETOBURGERPITMAT I TAKE
HARORVER Y

I THOUGHT 4o
WERE GCOINGTO
ROCK-CLIMBING
CAMP THIS SUMMER

I Weo, BUTSINCE
I'M GRAUATING
NEXT YEAR, M
DAD THOUGHT 1
SHOULD EARN
SOME MONEX
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I HAVE SEEN THE FUTURE,
AND [T NEARS A HAIRNET.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

PICTURES FROM
A VACATION
WITHOUT KIDS

© 2004 by King Features Syndicate, inc. World rights reserved.

WOW, HERE IT IS A FRIDAY NIGHT AND
WE'RE WATCHING A MOVIE THAT DOESN‘T
STAR HILARY DUFF, LINDSAY LOHAN
PO, OR MANDY MOORE.

WHO KNEW PEOPLE
OVER 18 EVEN ACTED
IN FILMS ANYMOREZ

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD A WARSAW
RESIDENT’S OPINION ON SOME RANDOM TOPIC

COUNT AS A POLE POSITION?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L

Y ZCS,

U ZA Y

equals F

LESQ HX: “LT HUT
KTTWPSN H TEABRT EO
NPOQTX QTRTBHQYK. ZEA

WSEL LYTUT QE HBBRZ.”

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A PERSON SAUTEED
HIS FOOD QUITE A BIT, I SUPPOSE HE'D BE A
FREQUENT FRIER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals P

3 Disrep-
utable
people

4 Rose

5G.
Gordon
Liddy
book

6 Com-
motion

7 Apiece

8 Stop

9 Like two
peas in —

10 Un-
adorned

11 Juror,
theoreti-
cally

16 Invent

19 Formerly,
formerly

20 Height
(Pref.)

Solution time: 25 mins.

Crossword
ACROSS 40 Bellow
1 Ruin the 41 Wing-
veneer like
4 Quid pro 42 Eggshell
quo 46 Cupid’s
8 Moist specialty
12 —Baba 47 Dry
13 Detergent gully
brand 48 Coffee
14 Duel tool vessel
15 Risque 49 Ball-
17 Aching bearing
18 April 1 items
victim 50 Come in
19 Duck last
down 51 Comic
20 Caustic Caesar
22 Ostenta-
tious DOWN
display 1 Long
24 Family March
25 In the leader
wings 2TV
29 Ump alien
30 Lusitania
sinker

31 Sine-non
link

32 Lateral
branch

34 Mongol
tent

35 Versifier

36 Dandies

37 Singer
McLach-
lan
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21 Staff
leader

22 Under
way

23 “— first
you
don’t ...”

25 Reed
instru-
ment

26 “Hair”
song

27 Mentor

28 Grub

30 “Oops!”

33 Extras

34 “OK”

36 “Fame”
singer

37 Flavor
enhancer

38 Shaving-
cream
additive

39 Glowing
review

40 Pastoral
P.O.
letters

42 Night
bird

43 —
Schwarz

44 Numeri-
cal
prefix

45 Extremity
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45

48
51

ACROSS
1 Shake-

speare,
notably

5 “Mamma
Mia”
quartet

9 Shock
partner

12 Addict

13 Require a
retest

14 That
girl

15 Stead

16 Charlatan

17 Up to

18 Soother

19 Frazier
foe

20 Snug and
warm

21 Biol. or
anat.

23 “Unh-unh”

25 “It's De-
Lovely”
composer

28 Weather
map
line

32 Use

33 Zest

34 Foul-
smelling

36 Made bon
mots

37 Crucial

38 Coopers-
town’s
Mel

39 Trots

42 Japanese
theater

44 Tittle

48 Little bill

49 Be a
toady

50 Comesti-
bles

51 Bottom
line

52 Church-
based
sitcom

53 Annihilate

54 Curva-
ceous
character

55 Richness
of flavor,
to a som-
melier

56 Lays
down the
lawn

DOWN
1 Cartoon-
ist's idea
Largest of
the seven
Angler’s
item
Alterna-
tive to
wings
Party
False god
Two-
piece suit
Pub order
Regarding
10 Expert
11 Elusive
20 Early
piano
lesson
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8-7

22 Whoopi in
“The
Color
Purple”

24 Black-ink
entry

25 Links
stat

26 Eggs

27 Operated

29 Morsel

30 Dogfight
partici-
pant

31 Roulette
bet

35 Bundle of
energy

36 Jay’s
predeces-
sor

39 “No way,
_p

40 Respon-
sibility

41 Lapi-
dary’s
supply

43 Unpaid

45 Pitts-
burgh’s
river

46 Spilled
the
beans

47 Pointed
tools

49 “Terrific!”
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Bridge

You are South in each of the fol-
lowing three hands. What would you
bid at the point where the question
mark appears?

1.4 AJR ¥ JO & A92 & AKIES

South West North East
1 1e 1@ 1
?

2.4 QJ3 ¥ AKJ65 ¢ AQ34 & 10

South West North East
1% Pass 1 & Pass
2 ¢ Pass 36 Pass

?

3.8 KQIJIOBS ¥ 6 ¢ QR4 & A92
West North East South
I 4 2% Pass ?

w* K %
Bidding Quiz

1. Twonotrump.A jumptotwonotrumpisthebest
way to describe your values. It indicates 18 or 19
high-card points, notrump distribution and at | east
one stopper in each of the opponents’ suits.

However, thebest final contractisstill uncertain.
Partner might go a ong with notrump, or he might
haveahandthat hethinksisbetter for suit play. You
will followwherever heleads, sinceyour valuesare
flexible enough to fit any hand pattern he might
have.

2. Six spades. Takinginto account your extraval-
ues, partner’sjump to three spadesand your excel -
lent support for his suit, there should be no doubt
about making 12 tricks. The only real question is
whether agrand slam can be made.

If you start by assumingthat partner hassix spades
totheA-K and the ace of clubs, you are already on
theverge of agrand slam. Any other feature North
might have, such asthe queen of hearts or king of
diamonds, is almost sureto yield 13 tricks. How-
ever, it'sfar from certain that North hastheA-K of
spadesand ace of clubs, sothesimplest thingto do
istojumpto six spadesand hope North hastheval-
uesto carry onto agrand slam.

Thisisnot theright typeof hand for Blackwood.
L earningthat partner hastwo acesand either oneor
two kings would not settle the issue of whether
there’'sagrand daminthecards.

3. Four spades. Simplest isbest. The probability
of making 10tricksat spadesisoverwhelming, and
you should make sure of getting therewithout run-
ning therisk of being dropped at aless-than-game
contract. There is a difference of opinion among
playersasto whether ajumpto three spadesin this
situation — opposite partner’sovercall — isforc-
ing or merely invitational. Regardless of which
school youcomefrom, you shouldgodirectly tofour
spadesinthepresent caserather thanrisk apartner-
ship misunderstanding.

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
»®7542
¥YQ82
¢ Q83
P+AQS5
WEST EAST
o6 MK QJI108
Y9643 YK 75
1974 ¢ K10
»d7632 ]84
SOUTH
A93
YAJIO
®*A652
K 109
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & 1 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — six of spades.
An Open Book

Thebiddingby theopponentsoftenhel psdeclarer
find the winning line of play. Consider this deal
where South winds up in three notrump after East
opensthe bidding with one spade.

West leads the six of spades, and, after dummy
appears, declarer knows virtually everything he
needs to know about East’shand. To start with, he
identifiesthesix asWest’sonly spade, marking East
withtheK-Q-J-10-8.

South a so knowsthat East hasboth missing rec
kings, because he would not have had enough to
open the bidding without them. Declarer further-
more seesthat hehasonly eight suretricks(includ-
ingtheheart finessethat thebiddingindicatesissure
to succeed). South’s task, therefore, isto turn
dummy’s queen of diamonds into atrick even
though East isknown to hold the king.

Superficially, this seems an impossible assign-
ment, but actually it isnot terribly difficult. South
ducksEast’sten of spadesat trick oneand winsthe
spadecontinuationat trick two. Hethenleadsacluk
to the ace and returnsthe heart queen.

After East coverswith the king, South takes the
ace and cashes the J-10 of hearts and the K-Q of
clubs. At this point, dummy holds two spades and
three diamonds, while East holds three spades anc
two diamonds.

Declarer now puts East on lead with aspade, in-
tentionally allowing himto cash three spadetricks.
But then, with only the K-10 of diamonds remain-
ing, East isforced to lead one of them. Whichever
hechooses, South scoresthelast twotrickswiththe
gueen and ace of diamondsto makethree notrump.
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“That's gonna be a hard act to follow.”
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“They have all those needles ‘cause
they don't like to be climbed.”




