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® Our Readers
Sound Off

The rest of the story

Tothe Colby FreePress:

JimHightower of “ The Hightower Lowdown” tellsabout a
(columnist/)speechwriter, William Safire, whowrotea hypo-
thetical story for The New York Times about a low-income
mother whose12-year-old boy had saidtoher, “Momma, | need
new shoes because the old ones with the holes hurt my feet,
and the other kidsin school are laughing at me.”

But Safiretellsus sadly, hisfictional mommahad to say to
her boy that she* couldn’t aff ord no $50 on new shoesmadein
America.”

But glory be! Safire’s morality tale ends happily, when

momma found a store that was * having a clearance of shoes
madein Chinaor Indo-someplace. | bought himapair of fine
leather shoes for $24. You shoulda seen my boy’s face light
up.”
In caseyou missedit, Safire poundsthe moral home: “Free
tradeis helping that lady make ends meet because her hard-
earned dollar now has more buying power. If those fast-talk-
ing protectionistshad their way, the high cost of living would
deny her boy those shoes.”

Gosh Bill, thanksfor that littlelecture, but let’smovefrom
fictiontoreal life. Fact isthat Nike doesn’t lower the priceon
its shoes just because it pays workers in Indo-someplace a
dollar a day, instead of the $10 an hour it used to pay U.S.
workers. No, Nike simply pocketstheir savings.

Also, if ‘Momma’ hadn’t had her middle-classjob offshored
by thelikesof Nike, shewouldn’t bepoor— andthenshecould
afford those $50 shoes madein America.

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby

hatcher @st-tel.net
(L etter #65)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
must include atelephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Not in MY America!

ARE yougetting astired of hearingeverybody
calling everybody aliar as| am? Thereisnoth-
ing — absolutely nothing — being said politi-
cally today that isn’t being challenged by some-
onewiththe'liar’ argument. Of courseyou have
to beoneto know one.

| don’t carehow Sen. JohnKerry did or did not
get his medals, or if he threw them away, or
burned them, or if he flip-flops like an unruly
pancake, or how hevoted abillionyearsago on
anissue. Or issues.

| don’t careif President George W. Bush did
or did not drink too much when hewasyounger,
or if he served or not served intheAir National
Guard, or if hewearshisreligiousbeliefson his
sleeve, or if heisaBiblethumper.

| justdon’t care.

But | do carethat figuresin both these camps
continue that ‘liar’ drumbeat, and as much as
Kerry and Bushtry to distancethemselvesfrom
the‘corpsof liars,” | do carethat they just don’t
comeout andin good ol d-fashioned Englishtell
their liarsto quit lying.

Inother wordstell their surrogatesto butt out!

They — Bush and Kerry — look into thetele-
vision cameras daily and disavow any knowl-
edgeof thecreepsthat crawl thelandtelling one
lie after another. They can’t fool meand | know
they aren’t fooling you because in the back-
ground they are smiling every time an apparent
‘hit’ isscored by their liar.

Those sneaky television commercials that
impregnate our homeswithliesdolittleto con-
vincewatchersthat thisisstill thegreatest of all
landsontheplanet. If wewant togaugeourselves
based on liestold by thosewho guide or want to
guide our fortunes then hope is shedding itself
much likeleavesfall from treesat the change of
Seasons.

Thisisfast becoming oneof thetrashiest cam-
paigns in this nation’s history. We have a
wannabefirst lady whosemouthisbest savedfor

Those

| received someinteresting stuff for thisweek's
column. Hope you enjoy it. And if the moment
allows, pleaseforward stufftomeyouwouldlike
tosharewith readersof thisFriday featurette. -
td

Grandmawrites:

Dear Family,

| recently spent several hoursobservingteen-
agerswhowerehangingout at themall and came
totheconclusionthat many teenagersinAmerica
arelivingin poverty.

Most of theyoung men| observeddidn’teven
own abelt; therewas not one among the whole
group. But that wasn’t the sad part as many of
themwerewearingtheir daddy’ sjeans. Someof
thesejeanswereso bigand baggy that they hung
low on their hips, exposing their underwear. |
know some of them must have been ashamed
their daddy was short, because hisjeanshardly
went bel ow their knees. They weren'teventheir
daddies’ goodjeans, for most of them had holes
rippedinthekneesand had adirty look to them.

It grieved methat in amodern, affluent soci-
ety likeAmerica, thereare peoplewho can’t af -
ford adecent pair of jeans. | havebeenthinking
about asking my churchto start ajeansdrivefor
the “poor kids at themall.” Then on Christmas
Eve, | could go Christmas caroling and distrib-
utejeansto these poor teenagers.

| don't think this group of guyshad even had
muchto eat, becauseasthey werewalking, their
heads |eaned to one side as if they didn’t have
enough strengthtokeepthemup. Oh, they tried.
With each step, they tried to lift them up, but to
no avail; they always dropped back to the
side. This group of guys must be from the
same family, becausethey all walked withtheir
heads bobbing together in the same manner.

Butthat wasn't thesaddest part. Itwasthegirls

| Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

talk over afew drinks. Some people think it's
cute. " She' sspeaking her mind,” they say. | don’t
buy it. Her use of “shoveit” and “hell” are not
meant for the public stage and especially by
someone who wants badly to be our first lady.
If shedoesbecomesuch, thedictionary of “ First
Lady Lingo” will havetobecompletely rewrit-
ten. No, it’snot acceptablelanguageinmy opin-
ion.

We have a vice-president who has gone be-
yond the tainted language and reached into the
bottom of thegarbagecanto expresshisdisdain
for a senator’s comment on the floor of the
United States Senate. Thereisno placefor this
vulgarity on our public stage. It's a common
word that findsitsway into conversation when
someone can't think of any other word to use.
It'Il never find itsway in print in this newspa-
per.

Sen. Edwards can smile al hewants. Looks
can bedeceiving. And asthisfight goeson|’m
sure the smiles will become less obvious. His
battlescarsfromthespring’ sprimariesarenoth-
ing next to what he's going to endure in thefi-
nal months of the campaign.

And Sen. Kerry's awkwardness could be a
hint of hisdiscomfort even with himself.

What’swrong withMY America? Itisbeing
ruled and governed by a four-letter word —
LIAR.

Both BushandKerry could putanendtoit—
just likethat. But cleaning up politicswould be

‘poor’ mall chi
TD

® At
Week’s
End

they werehanging out withthat disturbed methe
most. | have never in all of my life seen such
“poor” girls. Thesegirlshadtheoppositeprob-
lem of theguys. They all had towear their little
sisters' clothes.

Their jeanswereabout five sizestoo small. |
don’'t know how they could even put them on,
letalonebuttonthemup. Their jeansbarely went
over their hipbones. Most of them also had on
their little sister’stop; it hardly covered their
midsection.

Oh, they were trying to hold their heads up
with pride, but it wasasad sight to seethese al-
most grown women wearing children’s
clothes. However, it was their underwear that
bothered me the most. They, like the boys, be-
causeof theimproper fitting of their clothes, also
hadtheir underwear exposed. | havenever seen
anything likeit. It looked like their underwear
was only held together by a single piece
of string.

| know it also saddens your heart to receive
this report on the condition of our American
teenagers. Whilel goto bed every night witha
closet full of clothes nearby, there are millions
of “mall girls” who barely have enough mate-
rial to keep it together. | think their “ poorness’
iswhy these two groups gather at the mall, the
boyswiththeir short daddies’ rippedjeans, and
thegirlswearingtheir younger sisters’ clothes.

akin to making the landfill suitable for an
evening meal. It justisn’t going to happen.

| wonder if theballot allowsfor awrite-inin
the presidential box. If it does | will pencil in
“God.” Atleast thepoll workerswill know how
| voted.

MY Americadeservesbetter. Andit hasdete-
riorated so much that God may even find it al-
most impossibleto repair.

Sad, isn’'tit, thatinMY Americathechoiceis
thelesser of two evils.

-td-

THE final two daysof thefair areuponus. If
you haven’t been out to the Thomas County
Fairgrounds| suggest you do so. There'slotsto
seeandlotstodo. Andagain, my hat isoff tothat
group of people who just wouldn’t givein anc
their persistence paid off. What am | talking
about: The CARNIVAL!

-td-

INSI DE the doorsto thecommercial exhibit
buildingat thefairgroundsyouwill noticeanew,
white, four-door Focus. It could end up being
yours before this month is over. Sacred Heart
Parish of Colby istryingtoraisesomefundsfor
its school and those with a clearer mind than
minecameupwiththiscar thing. If you partici-
pate — details at their booth next to the car —
andyoudon’tdrivethenew car home, youmight
be stuffing athousand dollars or five-hundred
dollarsinyour wallet.

Andif thefair slips by and you haven't got-
teninvolved, contact any member of the parish
andthey’ Il clueyouin. Good cause.

-td-

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend.
Andremember toincludechurchinyour plans.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appearsWednesdays and Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax himat 462-7749
or call 462-3963.

ldren

Themall isoneplacewherethey canfind ac-
ceptance. So, the next time you are at the mall
doing your shopping and you pass by some of
thesepoor teenagers, wouldyou say aprayer for
them?

And one more thing: Will you pray that the
guys pantswon'tfall down, andthegirls’ strings
won't break?!

Loveyou,
Grandma

Timeout...

VHow comewe choose fromjust two people
torunfor president, and 50 for MissAmerica?

VWhy isitthat our childrencan’t read aBible
in school, but they canin prison?

vVBumper sticker of theyear: “ If you canread
this, thank ateacher...and, sinceit’sin English,
thank asoldier!”

VWhen | was young we used to go “skinny
dipping,” now | just “chunky dunk.”

VI saw awoman wearing a sweat shirt with
“Guess’ onit. Sol said“ Implants?’ Shehit me.

A lady pulledinto acrowded parking lot and
rolled down the car windows to make sure her
golden retriever had fresh air. The dog was
stretched out on the back seat, and she wanted
to impress upon the animal that it must remain
there. So she walked to the curb backward,
pointing her finger at thecar and saying emphati-
cally, “Now you stay..... Do you hear me?...
Stay!.. Stay!”

Theblondedriver of anearby car watchedfor
afew seconds, thenrolled down her window anc
said, “Why don’'t you just put it in park?”’

Send your submissions for this column to
td@nwkansas.com, fax to 462-7749 or mail it
to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701.Thanks.



