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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

THE TIME HAS COME To TELL Yol TH,
SECRET TO A LONG, HAPPY M&g/}eg...

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

"ot AND BEAUTY ARE FLEE TING,
BUT THE ABILITY TO BAKE A Goor
CHOCOLATE CAKE LASTS FOREVER ”

LOOKS LIKE
IT'S GOT A
PRETTY BiG

WHAT'S IT CALLED?
'CELEBRITY

www.Blondie.com

DON'T WORRY,
L'VE ALWAYS BEEN
BLE TO REsIST
TEMPTATION

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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FORTUNATELY, Crea+
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“GRNIRREL You WeT TEANUT 1O
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

THE NEW V.P. IS QUESTIONING RALPH'S

EVERY DECISION, SCRUTINIZING HIS
| EVERY MOVE...

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: TO GET AMPLE
NUTRITION, I'D SAY A TYPICAL GHOST MUST

EAT THREE SCARE MEALS A DAY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals D
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU DIDN'T KNOW
THE LOCATION OF A SHOPPER, COULD YOU ASK

“BUYER BE WHERE?”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L

Crossword
ACROSS 37 Betty Ford 2 To and — 22 Culture
1 Frizzy Center 3 Compu- medium
coiffure goings-on ter 23 Omelet
5 Rope 38 Hospital acronym side
fiber sections 4 Tawny dish
9 With it 40 Palmist wildcat 24 Boone

12 Gator's 42 Singer 5 Head portrayer
cousin DiFranco light Parker

13 State with 43 Family 6 Author 26 11k
authority movie Hunter 27 Sales

14 Praiseful 48 Fawn’s 7 Encoun- pitch?
piece mom tered 28 On the

15 Base- 49 MPs’ 8 Fore- briny
runner’s quarry tell 29 Easter
goal 50 Atmo- 9 Jarring entree

17 Mal de — sphere fact 31 Sheriff

18 Exemplar 51 Em 10 Notion 34 Legume
of crazi- halves 11 Hair holder
ness 52 Staying salon 35 Soap

19 Night power request opera,
vision? 53 Rowboat 16 Nanki- — e.g.

21 Rodeo woe (“Mikado” 37 Gun the
rider’s role) engine
interjec- DOWN 20 Scoun- 38 Test the
tion 1 Interlaken drel waters

24 Official interjec- 21 Stream of 39 Unsigned,
decree tion smoke in

25— Solution time: 21 mins. “Bartlett's”
Rhythm” 1 40 Eye

26 Ghostly £ irritant

30 Muppet n| 41 Congers
eagle D| 44 Buy now,

31 Damp pay later

32 “Born in 45 Soon to
the — arrive

33 Gets set 46 Historic

35 Goblet period
part 47 Erst-

36 Lee or while
Wayne acorn

1 12 I8 10 |11

28 |29

ACROSS
1 Sailor
4 Tallow

source
8 Hamlet

12 Insepa-
rable

13 Desire

14 Hydrox
rival

15 Packed
away

16 Show-
stopper,
maybe

18 Actress
Jennifer

20 Resort

21 Harry’s
first lady

24 Flight
compo-
nent

28 Audi-
tioner's
dream

32 Sgt.
Snorkel's
dog

33 — Khan

34 Sequence

36 Antique

37 Charac-
terization

39 Bloom-
berg’s
bailiwick

41 “Queer
Eye”
network

43 A slave to 3 Gridlock
Cross- noise
words? 4 Like some

44 Saturn refrigera-
auto tors
model 5 Swiss

46 Stared canton

studiously 6 Early

50 Head bird?
honcho 7 Nadia’s
55 Anger scores
56 Laugh-a- 8 Love
minute apple
sort 9 Sphere
57 Luminary 10 Teensy
58 Pen 11 Neither
point mate
59 Lends a 17 Delivery
hand co.
60 Reveille’s 19 “Cabaret”
opposite lyricist
61 Obtain 22 Bel-
grade
DOWN native
1 Objective 23 Thomp-
2 Informed son or
of Hawkins

Solution time: 21 mins.
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25 On
26 “— have
to do”
27 Took the
A train
28 Pointed
remark
29 Lab
assistant?
30 Festive
31 Bar stack
35 Yellow-
stone
employ-
ees
38 Votes off
the island
40 Shell-
game
need
42 Reaction
to
fireworks
45 Fit snugly
inside
47 Heart-
strings
sound
48 One of
HOMES
49 Arrears
50 Support
system?
51 Sundial
number
52 Pantheon
member
53 SFO info
54 Potential

syrup
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
» 864
YK 54
®*K9I93
o] 432
WEST EAST
K 72 ®AQ1095
vYQ7 Y1093
® 383652 ® 74
$Q 1086 *o A 97
SOUTH
®»]3
YAJIRE62
®AQJI10
K 5
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass Pass Pass 1@
Pass 2 v 2 & 4

Opening lead — two of spades.

A Necessary Assumption

To be asuccessful declarer, one must make as-
sumptionsduringtheplay. Oftentheseassumptions
arebased moreon hopethan expectancy, sincethere
isnot much point in playing ahand onthe basisthat
the cards are so divided that you cannot make the
contract.

Hereisanexampleof thisprincipleatwork. Let's
say you' reinfour heartsandWest |eadsaspade. East
wins with the ace and returns the nine, your jack
losing to theking. Back comes aspade, which you
ruff, and the question is how to play the hand.

Ordinarily, youwouldlead ahearttothekingand
finessethejack ontheway back, but thiswould be
thewrong play tomakehere. Itisrighttolead aheart
to the king, but it iswrong to finesse the jack. In-
stead, you should go up with the ace.

Asthe cards lie, this anti-percentage play suc-
ceedsbealttifully whentheacecatchesthequeenand
East |ater shows up with the ace of clubs. But how,
you might well ask, can you possibly be expected
to know that playing for the queen to drop is better
than taking the finesse?

The answer is that you have no chance for the
contract unlessEast hastheace of clubs, and, once
youmakethisassumption, you cannot alsoplay East
for the queen of hearts.

Itisconceivable that East would have passed in
third seat holding fivespadesheaded by theA-Qanc
the ace of clubs, but it isinconceivable that East
would have passed had he also held the queen of
hearts. You therefore have no choice but to assume
that West has the queen, and on that basisto delib-
erately reject thefinesse.
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West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
a®73
YK 65
®*AKI973
A JS8
WEST EAST
*AKQ54 dJ10986
Y1098 ¥432
®J10852 ¢4
L 10543
SOUTH
L 3/
YAQI7
® Q6
P*PK Q99762
The bidding:
West North East South
1 Dble o 3
Pass 4 & Pass 6 %

Opening lead — king of spades.

I maginative Defense

This hand occurred in a multiple team-of-four
match. At most tables, West opened with a spade
despite holding only 10 high-card points. Most of
the North players doubled one spade rather than
overcallingwithtwodiamonds, andthebi dding then
took off indifferent directionsat thevarioustables.

In one case, the auction went as shown, South
taking ablind stab at six clubs, which proved to be
laydown. At other tabl esthecontract wasfour or six
hearts, or five or six clubs, and in each case — ex-
cept one— declarer made the obvious 12 tricks.

Our story concernsitself with what happened at
this onetable, where South became declarer at six
heartsrather than six clubs. West wasahighly imagi-
native player who decided that, on the bidding, the
chances of stopping the slam with normal defense
werevirtually non-existent. And so, instead of | ead-
ing theking of spades, heled thefour!

Notruer arrow wasever shot! Declarer followed
low from dummy, onwhich East played thesix, and
West died athousand deathsbefore South produced
thedeuce.

Itdidnottakelongfor Easttofigureout why West
had underled the A-K-Q of spades. Hedutifully re-
turned aclub, and West’ sruff sank the slam.

Had West madethe morenormal lead of
ahigh spade, Southwould have madetheslam eas-
ily. ButwithWest'simaginationworking overtime,
South had to pay off to asensational, but well-rea-
soned, opening lead.

Tomorrow: The better way.
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THE
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BILLY,
CAMPING OUT IN

ISN'T REALLY
ROUGHING IT.

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

BACKYARD

“How ’bout the front yard?”
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“Is the world round aI_I over? 'Cause
it sure looks flat in places.”




