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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

A Necessary Assumption
To be a successful declarer, one must make as-

sumptions during the play. Often these assumptions
are based more on hope than expectancy, since there
is not much point in playing a hand on the basis that
the cards are so divided that you cannot make the
contract.

Here is an example of this principle at work. Let’s
say you’re in four hearts and West leads a spade. East
wins with the ace and returns the nine, your jack
losing to the king. Back comes a spade, which you
ruff, and the question is how to play the hand.

Ordinarily, you would lead a heart to the king and
finesse the jack on the way back, but this would be
the wrong play to make here. It is right to lead a heart
to the king, but it is wrong to finesse the jack. In-
stead, you should go up with the ace.

As the cards lie, this anti-percentage play suc-
ceeds beautifully when the ace catches the queen and
East later shows up with the ace of clubs. But how,
you might well ask, can you possibly be expected
to know that playing for the queen to drop is better
than taking the finesse?

The answer is that you have no chance for the
contract unless East has the ace of clubs, and, once
you make this assumption, you cannot also play East
for the queen of hearts.

It is conceivable that East would have passed in
third seat holding five spades headed by the A-Q and
the ace of clubs, but it is inconceivable that East
would have passed had he also held the queen of
hearts. You therefore have no choice but to assume
that West has the queen, and on that basis to delib-
erately reject the finesse.
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Imaginative Defense
This hand occurred in a multiple team-of-four

match. At most tables, West opened with a spade
despite holding only 10 high-card points. Most of
the North players doubled one spade rather than
overcalling with two diamonds, and the bidding then
took off in different directions at the various tables.

In one case, the auction went as shown, South
taking a blind stab at six clubs, which proved to be
laydown. At other tables the contract was four or six
hearts, or five or six clubs, and in each case — ex-
cept one — declarer made the obvious 12 tricks.

Our story concerns itself with what happened at
this one table, where South became declarer at six
hearts rather than six clubs. West was a highly imagi-
native player who decided that, on the bidding, the
chances of stopping the slam with normal defense
were virtually non-existent. And so, instead of lead-
ing the king of spades, he led the four!

No truer arrow was ever shot! Declarer followed
low from dummy, on which East played the six, and
West died a thousand deaths before South produced
the deuce.

It did not take long for East to figure out why West
had underled the A-K-Q of spades. He dutifully re-
turned a club, and West’s ruff sank the slam.

   Had West made the more normal lead of
a high spade, South would have made the slam eas-
ily. But with West’s imagination working overtime,
South had to pay off to a sensational, but well-rea-
soned, opening lead.

Tomorrow: The better way.
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