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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

AGING HASNT BOTHERED
ME 00 MUCH YET,CONNIE.
I'M HAPPY 10 BE OLDER.
| APPRECIATE THE WISDOM,
THE EXPERIENCE, THE-
CONF
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BUT THERE ARE. TIMES WHEN
BEING "OVER THE HILL”
REALLY IRRITATES ME.. |
FEEL THIS AWFUL RESENT-
MENT, AND | WANT
LOOK YOUNG AGAIN fmzd
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NO... IT SORT
OF TAKES YoU BY ¢
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Garfield = Jim Davis

15 THIS WHERE THE SPIDER
CONVENTION 15 BEING HELD?
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

YWHAT'S( WHEN BUSINESS N 37 THis MONTH IM
§ OFFERING TWO-HOLIR

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING
CRUISES

15 BALZ, YOU Do
WHAT You HAVE
TO DO TO
SURVIVE..,
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Blondie ® Chic Young

DAG, WHAT ARE YOU DOING OVER
HERE IN MY GARAGE WORKSHOP?!
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[HAD TO COME OVER HERE! YOU'VE
. BORROWED EVERY
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THAT I OWN/
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[ BEG YOUR PARDON! YOU'VE GOT
THAT NEW LASER STUD FINDER ['VE
NEVER LAID MY
HANDS ON VET !/ &)
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www.Blondie.coi

HAVE A BUNCH
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DON'T GO AWAY AFTER
aliias It LAND, BEETLE, T

CMON, BEETLE/
YOU HAVE TO COME
DOWN SOONER OR
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YA TIEANIT NA PIECE
OF SIRING, THE SQRUIRREL
GRABAS THE NUT, AND

P TG OFWAR INTILTHE
SRUIRREL GETG BOREL?

BUT WHAT ABOVT THE
FEELINGS OF FRUSTRATION
AND DIGAPFOINTMENT?

) THE NEW V.P...

I'M CONFLICTED ABOUT HOW RALPH'S
HAVING TO JUMP THROUGH HOOPS FOR

WO

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS -
SPORTS

155 W. 5th -«

WEATHER

785-462-3963

SURE, RALPH HAD
IT COMING, BUT I'VE

MAN SO LONG
I CANT HELP BUT
FEEL FOR HIM.

RKED WITH THE
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Cryptoquip
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THAT’S A WEDDING BLAND.
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LIKE A PRINCESS MIGHT FEEL FOR HER

NOT THE ANALOGY
I WOULD HAVE USED.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A MARRIAGE
CEREMONY BECOMES REALLY DULL, I GUESS

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals O

"Apron strings may still betied

DEARABBY: I'mwritinginre-
sponseto “The Girlfriend,” whois
having problems because of nasty
comments from her boyfriend's
mother.

| know all too well the damage
that canresult fromsuchasituation.
For 15 years, | endured potshots
from the mother-in-law from hell.
Sheended uptalkingtomy now 16-
year-old daughter (her granddaugh-
ter) the sameway she had talked to
me. After 13yearsof stayingonthe
sidelines, my husband finally told
hertolay off. Of course, by thenour
marriage was almost over. Ironi-
cally, our divorce wasfinalized on
my former mother-in-law’shirthday
—afactfromwhichl’ msureshegot
great pleasure. My adviceto “ Girl-
friend” isto check her boyfriend
carefully for apron strings before
tyingtheknotwithhim. If he’ safraid
to speak in her defense, perhaps he
isno moreready for marriage than
his mother wisheshimto be.

— WISERNOW IN WICHITA

DEAR WISER NOW: Thank
you for sharingyour own experi-
ence, and for pointing out that if
verbal abuseistolerated, theacid
can spill over and damage inno-
cent bystanders. Read on:

DEARABBY: My adviceto"The
Girlfriend” istodea withthosecut-
ting remarks from her boyfriend’s
mother by herself.

When the mother criticizes her
manner of dress, she should say
something like, “Oh! You’ve hurt
my feelings. | would never think of
criticizing how Y OU dress,” and
then change the subject. Under no
circumstancesshould sheallow her-
self to be drawn into an argument.
If themother criticizesher cooking,
she should say, “I tried so hard to
pleaseyou.|’msorry youdon'tlike
it. Thenexttimewehavedinner with
you, we'll cometo your house and
you cancook or takeusout.” Donot
cry, becomehysterical or critical of

Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

Abigail
Van Buren

her. You' Il be surprised what you
can accomplish if you refuseto be
baited or put onthe defensive.
One last thing: Explain to your
futurehusband how youwill handle
his mother after you are married.
You will not give her a house key,
you'll expect her to call before she
comes over, you will control how
oftenyou seeher and when shewill
seethegrandchildren, and you will
not tolerateany maritd interference.
— QUEEN OFMY OWN
HOUSEHOLD
DEAR QUEEN: Something
tells me your mother-in-law had
arudeawakeningwhen shefound
out whorulesyour roost.

DEARABBY: Your response to
“The Girlfriend” was right on the
money. If her boyfriendwon’t stand
upfor her now, believeme, henever
will. She can save herself years of
grief if shewakesuptothefact that
therearereal menouttherewhoare
willingtoloveandrespect awoman
and treat her as an equal partner. |
found one, and so will she.

— STANDINGTALL

DEAR STANDING TALL:
What you said istrue. A healthy
marriageisapartnership, in ev-
ery sense of theword.

DEARABBY: | amawomanin
my mid-20swithaB.A. degreeand
afull-timejob. My parentsrefuseto
accept that asel f-supportingwoman
my age can be happy. They keep
pestering metofind aboyfriend, get
married and have children. | have
calmly explainedto my mother that
I’min norushto settle down— but
she saysif | “realy loved her,” I'd

e Dear Abby

findamanto take care of meso she
wouldn’t haveto worry.

My older brother followed my
parents’ wishes when he was my
age. Now | am the “bad child” for
refusing to conform. Ever since |
wasachild, | have put money intoa
savingsaccountand—littleby little
— it has become a large sum. |
wouldliketo usethat money tofur-
ther my education, but my parents
have denied me accessto it. They
claim that when | marry, the funds
will bemy “dowry” to buy ahouse.
Abby, | don’twanttocut off my fam-
ily, but they aren’t willing to accept
mewithout amanto makeme* com-
plete.”

— SINGLEAND HAPPY

DEARSANDH: Your parents
thinking appearstobestuck in a
timewarp. A life partner can be
wonderful, but it’sno guarantee
of happinessor security. Witness
thenumber of marriagesthat fail
and the number of households
headed by single mothers who
struggleto makeendsmeet.

You should contact the bank
manager and find out how your
account was set up and how you
can access it now. Your parents
should not hold your money hos-
tage.Ifyouwishtouseittofurther
your education, you should befree
todo so. You weren't put on the
Earth to make your parents’
dreamscometrue. Asparents,it’s
their job to help you bethe best
that you can be. They should
thank their lucky starsthat you
are self-supporting and moti-
vatedtodoeven better. Many par-
ents would be proud to have a
daughter likeyou.
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“Jeffy took the muzzle off the hose.”

Opening lead — king of hearts.

TheBetter Way

Safety playscomeinall shapesandsizes, and
arenecessary for successful play. Sometimes,
though, declarer must not get so carried away
with guarding against anunfavorabledivision
that he winds up more sorry than safe.

Takethiscasewhere Southwasinfour spades
and West led the king of hearts. Declarer won
with dummy’s ace and, intent on guarding
against a4-1 trump division — the only real
threat to his contract — led the nine of spades
and letit ride after East followed low.

West won with the jack, cashed the heart
gueen and continued with the jack. Declarer
ruffed and mulled over how to handle the re-

maining trumps.

Onepossibility wasto crossto dummy with
adiamond, lead atrump and repeat thefinesse.
Thiswould succeedif East had all theremain-
ing spades, but would loseif West had started
with two or three spades including a second
honor card. Inthat case, Southwouldlosetwo
spades, aheart and aclub for down one.

South decided that the remaining spades
were much morelikely to bedivided 2-1 than
3-0, so he cashed the ace. When West showed
out, declarer had to lose another trump trick,

and hefinished down one.

South had the right idea about protecting
against a4-1trump break, but hewent about it
thewrong way. A superior approachisto cash
the spade acefirst andthenlead alow spadeto

dummy’snine.

Intheactual deal, East winswiththeten, but
declarer later picksup East’ squeenviaafinesse

and winds up with 10 tricks.

Thesuggested play hasmoreto recommend
it than the obvious advantage of averting a
guesson the second round of trumps. Itisalso
the correct play mathematically. Cashing the
ace first guards against West's having started
withthesingletonten, jack or queen, whilethe
first-roundfinessewinsonly whenWest started
with the singleton two or three. The odds are
therefore3-to-2infavor of playingtheacefirst.

Tomorrow: Test your play.

Crossword
ACROSS 44 Peril 2 Yale 21 Urban
1 Apiece 46 On the student blight
4 Domes- other 3 “Seinfeld” 22 Conceal
ticate hand cast 23 Bottom
8 Prejudice 50 “Le Coq member line
12 “The — 4 Mood 27 WWE
Greatest” 51 Ardor 5 Big surface
13 Paradise 52 Big name bother 29 Former
14 Tend in rubber 6 —rea House
texts 56 Dixie (criminal Speaker
15 CSA Chicks’ intent) 30 Merriment
capital “Good- 7 Over 31 Crystal
17 Say it bye — and done gazer
isn’'t so 57 Calm with 33 Surprise
18 Ball in a before 8 Word suddenly
gym the with 35 School of
19 Toothed storm eyes or dolphins
21 Nicholson 58 Runner commu- 38 Enos’
wears Sebastian nity granny
them 59 Sea 9 Concep- 40 Walk
24 Pair eagle tion like a
25 Noted 60 Fencing 10 “— We duck
space tool Got 43 Two
station 61 In what Fun?” under
26 Pirates’ way? 11 Eyelid 1-Down
potable woe 45 Postal
28 He hit his DOWN 16 Scuttle Creed
3,000th in 1 Standard 20 Massage word
1999 Solution time: 25 mins. 46 Roller-
32 Proba- coaster
bility outcry
34 Treasure 47 Get wind
seeker’s of
aid 48 Make
36 Marathon 49 Liquid
fraction entree
37 “Beau — 53 Flamenco
39 AAA call
request 54 Bill’s
41 Born partner
42 Wide st. 12 55 Chop
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