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Drop

® Our Readers
Sound Off

A flawed argument

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Since moving to Colby two monthsago, | have read anumber of
columnschastising Christiansfor “forcing their beliefs’ onthepub-
lic. The beauty of our country isthat each citizenshasavote. And
likeit or not, each one of ushringsour belief systeminto the politi-
cal arena. Tosay that it’sokay for meto believeabortioniswrongor
same-sex marriageiswrong, but that | have no right to bring those
beliefsintothepolitical debateisafundamentally flawed argument.

If using one’svote to make changesin the systemis*“forcing my
beliefs’ on society, then of what value is my vote? Shall | lay my
convictions down outside the polling place? Shall | vote for my
opponent so I’ m not accused of unfair bigotry? Takento thenatural
conclusion, President Bush should then votefor (Sen. John) Kerry.
Afteral, I’'msurehedoesn’t want to“force” himself ontheAmeri-
can people.

How can any thinking person not see the negative impact same-
sex marriage would have on our society? It goes way beyond the
privacy of thebedroom. If homosexual relationshipsaregrantedthe
same standing as heterosexual marriage, the effects would be felt
throughout soci ety, beginning inthe classroom. When teaching sex
education, what wouldthecurriculumlook like?1f all marriagesare
created equal, then all sexuality would betaught.

Thetruthis, heterosexual rel ationshipsarenot equival enttoman-
womanmarriages. True, statisticsdo show a50 percent divorcerate.
Thereisnodisputingthenegativeimpact thishashad onour nation’s
children. However, homosexual relationshipsarefar lessstablethan
marriages. A recent Washington Timesarticlecited astudy of Dutch
homosexua menwhichfoundthat theaveragehomosexual relation-
shiplastsonly 1-1/2 years. The study further indicated that thosein
homosexual relationships on average have eight partners per year
outside those relationships. The affects this would have on our
nation’schildren should strikehorror intothis“village” that israis-
ing the next generation.

Societal changesshould only belegislated when it benefits soci-
ety asawhol eto makethosechanges. | fail to seethat redefiningthe
institution of marriage will benefit society. | believe that just the
opposite istrue. Christians have been silent long enough. Perhaps
thatiswhy wefind ourselvesinthemiddleof adebatethat I, for one,
never thought was an issue. Of course marriage is between aman
and awoman. Who thought we would ever be arguing that point?

Soit’stimeto stop standing by whileour nationishighjacked. Call
meabigot, azealot, areligiousfanatic. | will not besilent. My one
littlevotewill betallied, and my morality iscomingrightinsidethe
voting booth with me!

JeannieHerndon
Colby
(L etter #68)

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:rclark@-
ink.org
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University festival to have Colby flavor

WHAT would you liketo talk about today?

Politics?

Religion?

Marriage?

No. No. And no?

Me neither!

-td-

| SEE where Fort Hays State University’s
2004 “Bluegrass Festival” iscoming up on Sat-
urday, Aug. 21, starting at 3 p.m. and continuing
to dark. It’'ll be held on the grounds at Gross
Memoria Coliseum. Thereason | bring thisup
isbecause our own—theMcL emore Family —
isone of the featured entertainers. The festival
isascholarship benefit for the college, so there
isadlightadmissioncharge. If youareintheHays
areaonAug. 21, why not takeinthefestival that'll
have aColby flavor.

-td-

| HAVE noticed that my e-mail box hastaken
on a‘Christian’ look of late. Just afew of the
categories:

Christian lending

Christian dating

Removing your billsthe Christian way

Christian singles

Christian debt helpers

Christian debt management

What'sthat all about?

-td-

THE only way | canaddressthefollowingis-
sueisto set the stage.

Thetemperatureis 112. The sunisrelentless
initseffort tomakeconditionsmoreuncomfort-
able than a person need to endure. Thewind is
kicking up the hot sand and blowing it in your
face. Your clothing may be loose fitting but in
these conditionsthat’slittle help. You and your
buddiesretreat tothetent. It’snot any cool er but
you' reout of theraysof thesun. Youall collapse
ontocots. Oneof theguyssays, “ Wow, acold beer

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

would be heaven right now!” The officer in
charge says, “Forget it. You' re not old enough
todrink.”

But they’re old enough to fight and die for
their country. Andin most cases, because of the
choicethey made, they grow up quickly. They
are mature beyond their years.

Wethink they arematureenoughat 18tovote
— probably a politically-motivated plot by
some eager office holder who needed to find
another source of support.

No, I’m not advocating anything. I'm only
pointing out inconsistenciesin our “politically
correct” society.

That'sal.

-td-

ASI glance at the calendar gracing the front
of my monitor, | seewherewearejust daysaway
fromtheofficial opening of fall sportspractices
for our high school athletes. Monday, the 16th
day of August isthefirst day of organized prac-
tice. But most importantly, lest weforget, these
athleteswill bejoined by largenumbersof other
students — in Colby anyway — to take their
seatsinthedistrict’sclassroomsfor thefirst day
of school on Thursday, the 19th day of August.
That' |l bethe day the parents return their chil-
dren to the teachers of the district. And some-
thing tells me, by observation and chatter, that
for most part thekidsareready to get back into
the swing of things, not to mention the parents.

So, drivers, bealert to the cautionary signsanc
lightsin school zones.
-td-

IN April 1888, thefirst school wasorga-
nized here, located five miles south of the
present city. Theteacher was MissAnn Colby,
daughter of thefounder of the city. Sometime
withinthe next six years, school washeldina
frame 40X 69 building located between Fourtt
and Fifth street. The street was named School
Street asaresult. (Thispiece of informationis
contained in the 2004-2005 Colby Public
SchoolsActivities& EventsCalendar.)

-td-

THINGSto ponder:

VWhy do you press harder on aremote con:
trol when you know the battery isdead?

Vv Since light travels faster than sound, isn’”
that why some people appear bright until yol
hear them speak?

VIfit'szerodegreesoutsideandit’ sSupposec
to betwiceascold tomorrow, how coldisit go-
ing to be?

V Isn't Disney World a people trap operatec
by amouse?

VWhy do they call it the Department of Inte
rior when they arein charge of everything out-
doors?

v Why isthe alphabet inthat order?

VWhy buy aproduct that it takes 2000 flushe:
togetrid of?

Vv If vegetarians eat vegetables, what do hu:
manitarianseat?

VWhenyou eraseawordwithapencil, where
doesit go?

-td-

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend

And don't forget your date at church.
*kkkk*k

TomDreiling is publisher of the Free Press

HIs column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays

Yes sir, ‘Go, Navy!’

Today's columnisa potluck of stuff stuffed in
my e-mail box. No priorities, | just randomly
pickedthemout. But, asalways, you' |l discover
thefindingsinteresting. - td

Thefollowing datamay give civilians a bet-
ter understanding of how the U.S. Navy oper-
ates. ThesefactsaregleanedfromtheCaptain’s
L og of the USS Constitution:

The USS Constitution (Old Ironsides) as a
combat vessel carried 48,600 gallons of fresh
water for her crew of 475 officersandmen. This
was deemed sufficient to last for 6 months of
sustained operations. She carried no
evaporators. (How modern naval vessels pro-
duce their fresh water, for drinking, bathing,
laundry, etc.) However, let it be noted that:

In July 1798, the USS Constitution set sail
fromBoston. Sheleft with475 officersand men,
48,600gallonsof freshwater, 7,400 cannonshot,
11,600 poundsof black powder and 79,400 gal -
lonsof rum. Her mission: Todestroy and harass
English shipping.

M aking Jamai caon 6 October, shetook on826
poundsof flour and 68,300 gallonsof rum. Then
she headed for the Azores, arriving on 12 No-
vember. She provisioned with 550 pounds of
beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine.

On 18 November she set sail for England. In
the ensuing days she defeated five British men-
of-war and captured and scuttled 12 English
merchantmen salvaging only the rum.

By 26 January her powder and shot was ex-
hausted. Unarmed, shemadeanight raid upthe
Firth of Clyde. Her landing party captured a
whiskey distillery and transferred 40,000 gal-
lonsaboard by dawn. Then she headed home.

TheUSSConstitutionarrivedin Boston after
eight months on sea duty on 20 February, 1799
withnocannonshot, nofood, no powder, norum,
nowine, nowhiskey and 48,600 gall onsof stag-
nant water.

Thosewerethe good old days. Go, Navy!

A guyishavingadrink inavery dark bar. He
|eansover tothebigwomannexttohimandsays.
“Doyouwanttohear afunny blondejoke?’ The
bigwomanreplies: “Well, beforeyoutell methat
joke, you should know something. I’ m blonde,
six feettall, 210 pounds, and I’ m aprofessional
athleteand bodybuilder. Also, theblondewoman

TD

® At
Week’s
End

sittingnexttomeis6' 2", weighs220 poundsand
isan ex-professional wrestler. And next to her
isablondewhois6'5", weighs245 pounds, and
sheisacurrent professional kickboxer. Now, do
you still want to tell methat blonde joke?’

Theguy thinksabout it for asecond and says:
“Nah, not if I’'m gonnahaveto explain it three
times.”

Georgewent onavacationtotheMiddleEast
withmost of hisfamily including hismother-in-
law. During their vacation and whilethey were
visiting Jerusalem George' smother-in-law died.
Withthedeath certificatein hand, Georgewent
to the American Consulate Office to make ar-
rangementsto send the body back to the States
for proper burial.

The Consul, after hearing of the death of the
mother-in-law, told George that the sending of
abody back to the Statesfor burial isvery, very
expensive. |t could cost asmuch as$5,000. The
Consul advised him that in most cases the per-
son responsible for the remains normally de-
cidestobury thebody here. Thiswouldonly cost
$150.

Georgethinksfor sometimeand answers, “I
don’t carehow muchitwill cost to sendthebody
back; that’swhat | want to do.”

The Consul, after hearing this, says, “You
must haveloved your mother-in-law very much
considering the differencein price.”

“No, it’'s not that,” says George. “You see, |
know of acase many years ago of aperson that
was buried herein Jerusalem. On thethird day
he arose from the dead. | just can’t take that
chance.”

The woman’s husband had been slipping in
and out of acomafor several months, yet shehad
stayed by hisbedsideevery singleday. Oneday,
when hecameto, hemotioned for her to come

nearer. Asshe sat by him, he whispered, eyes
full of tears, “You know what? You have been
with me all through the bad times. When | got
fired, you were there to support me. When my
businessfailed, youwerethere. When| got shot,
you were by my side. When we lost the house,
you stayed right here. When my health started
failing, you were still by my side. You know
what?’

“What dear?’ shegently asked, smilingasher
heart began to fill with warmth.

With all the breath he could muster, hewhis-
pered, “1 think you' re bad luck”

Mid-East Mystery

Everyone seemsto wonder why Muslim ter-
roristsare so quick tocommit suicide. Let'ssee
now:

VNo Jesus. No television. No cheerleaders.
No baseball. No football. No basketball. No
hockey. No golf. No tailgate parties.

vNo Home Depot.

VNopork BBQ. No hot dogs. No burgers. No
lobster. No shellfish, or evenfrozen fish sticks.
No gumbo. No jambal aya.

vVMorethan onewife.

VRagsfor clothes and diapers for hats. Con-
stant wailing from the guy next door because
he'ssick and there are no doctors.

vNo chocolate chip cookies.

vNo Wa mart.

VNo Christmas.

vYou can’'t shave. Your wivescan’t shave.

vYou can’'t shower to wash off the smell of
donkey cooked over burning camel dung.

VThewomen havetowear baggy dressesand
veilsat all times.

VYour brideis picked by someone else. She
smellsjust likeyour donkey, but your donkey
has a better disposition.

| mean, redlly, “isthereamystery here?’

.*****

(If you careto share, simply e-mail your sub-
mission to td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749,
mail it to the office at 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701
or stopbytheoffice.“ At\Week'sEnd” isdesignec
to bring a chuckle, offer food for thought, or
maybe provideinformation you can use. Admit-
tedly, today'sismore on thelighter side of life.
Thanksin advance for your input, and to those
of youwho areregular inputters.)



