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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

F Yol s1RUGOLE ALl T
NOUR LIFE DONG V. !
 HARD MANJAL LABOR..

7

S

=3

\F

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

i
s
(g 7l

Blondie ® Chic Young
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ARE YOU KIDDING?! DO YOU )
KNOW HOW EASY IT IS TO ~=\

~w, GROW
U EGGPLANT 71 Cé;

OUTTA THOSE SACKS
OR T'LL BREAK
YOUR BACKS//
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AREN'T YOU
GETTING UP?

I'M MULLING
OVER THE
CHOICES

Y STOMP
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1 JUST GATHERED
EVERYONE TO LET
YOU KNOW HOW
THRILLED I AM
TO BE WORKING
WITH ALL OF YOU.

AS MANY OF YOU NO DOUBT KNOW,
I'M ANTHONY MOODY, THE NEW VP
OF YOUR DEPARTMENT...

YOU SAID HE HAD
CLOVEN FEET AND
SMELLED OF
BRRIMSTONE.

AMAZING WHAT
YOU CAN COVER
UP WITH 600D
SHOES AND AFTER-
SHAVE LOTION.
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: CERTAIN BIRDS BUILD
CLIFFSIDE NESTS. IT MUST MEAN THEY LOVE
LIVING ON THE EDGE.,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals L

Teenwantsto accentuate pogtive

DEARABBY: | am 16 yearsold
andaward of thecourt. | haveahor-
riblesocial worker who never looks
at any of the positive things| do. |
havegoodgradesandbarely ever do
anything wrong. Recently | have
beendoingthingsthat they call “ act-
ing out.” | am not acting out!

At our last court appearance, her
report stated that I’ m ajuvenile de-
linquent who isin need of serious
help. | am consistently told by the
people at the group home where |
livethat | am none of thosethings.

How do | tell my social worker
that she needs to see the positive
things | am doing and not just look
atthenegative?Pleasehelpme.| am
goingnuts. | needtoknow ifitisme
or her.

— CONFUSED IN RED-
WOOD CITY, CALIF.

DEAR CONFUSED: It's pos-
siblethat the problem isn’t all
yoursor all hers, but acombina-
tion of both. The caseload social
wor ker smust managethesedays
is overwhelming, which means
that, much asthey might wish oth-
erwise, they are often unable to
give each client alot of personal
attention.

“Acting out” is misbehaving
and expressing angry feelingsin
inappropriateways.Whenachild
is separated from home, school,
family and friends, that’sa good
reasontobeangry.

However, if you and thepeople
at your group homefeel that the
social worker is mistaken, then
theadministrator should writea
letter tothecourt explainingthat
fact. I’'m sure the judge would
takeitintoconsideration. (I know
I would.)

P.S. If thesocial worker thinks
you need “ serioushelp” —which
| assume to mean psychological
counseling — go for it. Almost
everyonecan benefit fromhaving
atrained personlistentohisor her
concer ns, painsand problems. It
isconsideredtobeahugebenefit,
not a punishment.

Bridge

Abigail
Van Buren

DEARABBY: Whatistheruleof
etiquetteconcerning guest liststhat
include both friends and co-work-
ers?Doesone havetoinviteall co-
workersto aprivate/personal func-
tion, or can a select handful of co-
workersbeinvited?

— NEEDSADVICE,
LATHAM, N.Y.

DEAR NEEDS ADVICE:
Much depends upon the size of
your office, how many co-workers
you plantoask,andwhat per cent-
agewill beexcluded. If you invite
only afew co-worker s,it’simpor-
tant that you not offend therest.
This can be accomplished by
keeping theinvitation private,
separate from work, and confi-
dential.

However, if you plan toinvite
the majority and excludeonly a
few, there are bound to be hurt
feelingsand you could createun-
necessary tensions, so | advise
against it.

DEARABBY: I'm writing re-
garding your reply to “Needs
More,” whosesexual appetiteisbig-
ger than her fiance's. You advised
her not to marry him becauseof it. |
disagree.

| have been married to awonder-
ful manfor threeyears. Had | let our
differing drives stop me from mar-
rying him, | would have missed out
on aloving, mature, attentive hus-
band and father to our children. |
actually think | have it better than
many women out therewhose hus-
bands demand sex daily.

Thereis more to arelationship
than sex. My husband shows me
love and affection in hundreds of

e Dear Abby

other ways. Perhaps“ NeedsMore”
shouldtakeacloser look at their re-
lationship. If sex isthe only thing
lacking, other ways of physically
expressing love — like hugging,
hol ding handsand kissing— could
be substituted. If she nurtures her
relationship in all the other ways,
shemay find, asl have, that hisde-
siregrowsintime. Libidofadeswith
age; lovedoesnot.
— SATISFIED INALL WAY S
IN KNOXVILLE
DEAR SATISFIED: You and
your husband have been ableto
negotiate past your differences
and makeyour marriageafulfill-
ing one. That isnot the case with
many of thewivesand husbands
whowritetome. Sometimes| wish
| couldrunadatingservicefor all
of the mismatched couples wha
feel sad, frustrated, isolated and
unattractive to the person they
love. Thereasons for a low sex
drivecanvary.

DEAR ABBY: My second wife
found herself with afar stronger li-
bido than | could match. This, of
course, left me with alot of disap-
pointment. She, anurse, said, “ Off
tothedoctor withyou!” Thedoctor
said,”“Let'sdosomelabwork.” Sure
enough, there was a little brain
chemistry issue | needed to deal
with. | am now on medication,
which solved our problem.

— HAPPIERNOW IN
KANSASCITY

DEAR HAPPIER NOW: I'm
pleased that your problemwasr e-
solved. Thank you for pointing
out that alow sexdrivemay bean
indication of amedical problem.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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“Why does Athens have its afternoon
so early in the morning?”

FamousHand Crossword
France won the 1992 World Team Olympiad, ACROSS 43 Disturbing DOWN 21 Method of
defeating the United Statesin the 96-deal final. 1 _TTrcm' a5 Sg_lt»lr?ds ; g_tl-l oo gayment
] . H H nto e I Hy — creen-
Today sde;e! provu;ledthelfrmchwnhoneofthe|r mix hands on Williams writer
more significant pickupsin the match. 4 Type of hips 3 “Gunga James
When France' sAlain Levy and Herve Mouiel o Bose a7 (F)if)st X or 4 ;”I i g; lLTsagab'e
H H espon- ! elating sed a
held the North—South cards, the bidding went as dont 48 Writer o8 shovel
shown, and West, Eric Rodwell, led aheart. NO 12 Fioral Buscaglia people 29 Rubik’s
doubt many declarerswould havetakenthefirst 13 \évreeith gg mglent g heft out 30 téafﬂeir(

_ H H OwW| over lde- ame In peaker
heart and cashed the A-K of diamonds without 15 £ - beest China’s of base-
giving the matter much thought. first 55 “Lather, history ball lore

But whenthediamond queenfailedtofall and 15 g?ughter — 7 California 32 geensy
; inging repeat” city it
thecl u.b.acelater provedtobeoffside, they would strongly 56 Put to 8 Getsnug 34 “I'd rather
havefinished down at least one, unabletoreach 17 “Holy work and cozy not talk
theA-K of spadesin the closed hand. cow!” 57 Foolish 9 Wise about it”
However, thiswasthefinal of theworldcham- 18 Trench one 10 Congre- 37 Capital of
. . . eave 58 Trees gational Tasmania
pi onshlp,'and Mouiel,aswould beexpe_CtEdv .Sp0t' helpless yielding a shout 39 Tenor and
ted the virtually sure way to make ninetricks. 21 warning yellow- 11 Went alto
After taking thefirst heart in dummy, heledthe 24 A Baldwin — brown blond 42 Comedian
. . 25 Past wood 16 Mimic Anderson
diamond deuceto histen. 26 Started 59 Uncivi- 20 Cincinnati 44 Here (Fr.)
ThislosttoWest’squeen, butthediamondnine 28 Proclama- lized ball team 45 Plankton
wasestablisnedasan entrytotheclosed hand, and 31 III'(t)'l?s Solution time: 24 mins ﬁoerr?tpo-
therewasnoway thedefenderscould stop South follows ] " 46 Writer
from scoring five diamonds, two heartsand two “Que” Kesey
spadesfor atotal of ninetricks. 33 tF";’C')CG iphders
Attheothertable, theU.S. North-Southpairof 35 Acifjic 50 It may be
Michael Rosenberg and Seymon Deutsch 36 Tract of recombi-
reached five diamonds. 38 vaztde';”d 51 [jintTown”
Rosenberg, North, wontheopening heart lead st 52 Dos
and played theA-K of trumps. 40 Where, to Passos
Hethen cashed hisother high heart and ruffed a1 gz:ﬁis 53 w;%’ A
aheartindummy. _ “groovy” needle
NextcametheA-K of spades, declarerdiscard- [z 13 7 T5 16 T Ts s Tio Tia

ing two clubs, followed by aspade ruff.
Rosenberg then exited with a diamond to

West's queen.

Had West started with precisely a3-3-3-4 pat-
tern, hewould have been forced to returnaclub
at thispoint, allowing dummy’ skingto scorethe

game-going trick.

Asit was, though, West was able to exit with

hislast spade.

Rosenberg had no choicebut toruff andlead a
clubtotheking, andwhenWest producedtheace,
the contract was down one, giving the French a

12-IMPgainonthedeal.

Tomorrow: A quest for information.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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