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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: LONG-LOST SINATRA
SONG CONCERNING THE WAY HE MADE
EASTER EGGS: “TDYED IT MY WAY”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals A

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Writer DOWN
1 Hearty Anita 1 Go
drink 37 Get more schussing
5 Six-pack maga- 2 Kids’ card
muscles zines game
8 Hal- 38 Graceful 3 Jurist
loween dance Lance
purchase 41 Holster 4 Family

12 TV oldie, occupant subdivi-
“— & Allie” 42 Help a sions

13 “Go, hood 5 Met
team!” 43 British melody

14 PC folk 6 Disgrace-
symbol dance ful

15 Burr role 48 Unembel- 7 General

17 Big rig lished at

18 Historic 49 George’s Appomat-
period brother tox

19 Kind of 50 Four 8 Church
apple or roods songbook
potato 51 Nerve cell 9 “Dead

21 Native process man’s
New 52 “Chicago” hand” pair
Zealander lyricist 10 A handful

24 Galileo’'s 53 Lecher- 11 Make a
birthplace ous sweater

25 — mater look 16 — Lanka

26 Obliquely

30 All- Solution time: 21 mins.
purpose S[ATD
truck AM[Y

31 Drag G|E|E
through AINID
the mud £

32 Golf stat o)

33 U. of U
Texas S
athlete

35 Cartoon v
skunk i
LePew s

20 Addict

21 Handle
roughly

22 Choir
member

23 Augury

24 Harbor
structures

26 Creamy
fruit drink

27 Tourna-
ment
format

28 Scruff

29 Waxed

31 Old
woman’s
home?

34 It makes
dough
sticky

35 Corre-
spondent

37 Scoot

38 Vicki
Lawrence
role

39 Wild
mountain
goat

40 Pianist
Peter

41 Snatch

44 Sphere

45 Gretzky's
milieu

46 Opposite
of
“post-"

47 Always,
in verse
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ACROSS
1 Hearts,
e.g.
5 Kitten’s
comment
8 Scorch
12 Lead-in to
bird or
plane
13 “— Little
Teapot”
14 Grownup
nits
15 Jim
Bouton
book
17 Shrek is
one
18 Military
hat
19 Pulverized
21 Footnote
abbr.
24 Ump
25 Chipina
chip
28 Expres-
sion
30 Irritate
33 Dove’s
comment
34 Secure (a
rope)

35 Compete
36 Kreskin's
claim

37 Author
Kingsley

38 Menial
worker

39 Adipose
tissue

41 Mets’
home

43 Ai and
unau

46 Somber

50 Sound of
content-
ment

51 Shows off
on the
surfboard

54 Con

55 Time of
your life

56 Oklahoma
city

57 Writer
Angelou

58 Tend the
lawn

59 Dresses
in

DOWN
1 Parent
sharers
2BYU
location

3 Madonna’s
“La—
Bonita”

4 “The
Jazz
Singer,”
notably

5 “O Sole

»

6 Ostrich’s
kin
7 Near the
treasure
8 “101
Dal-
matians”
actress
9 Congratu-
latory
gesture
10 Farm
fraction
11 Saxo-
phonist’s
sliver
16 Watch
chain
20 Host
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22 Particular

23 Where
heros are
made

25 Expert

26 Ph. bk.
entries

27 Radio
format

29 Impetuous

31 Carnival
city

32 Barbie’s
ex

34 Dog
owner’s
chore

38 Analyzed
grammati-
cally

40 Places
in the
heart

42 Early
bird?

43 Unwanted
e-mail

44 Moth
variety

45 Charlatan

47 Periodic
Table
datum
(Abbr.)

48 Special
aptitude

49 Tackles’
team-
mates

52 In olden
days

53 Fresh

2 3
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Bridge

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
S A6
YAQ4
®AT62
$OL853
WEST EAST
e K 104 »J3
¥1087652 ¥ 9
*® Q3 € 10984
102 PdAKIIT7E6
SOUTH
® Q98752
YKI3
®KJS5
a4
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass 1 NT 2 4 &

Opening lead — ten of clubs.

A Quest for I nfor mation

There are many ways a skilled declarer canim-
prove his chances. One of the most reliable is to
count the opponents’ distribution as the play
progresses.

Consider this deal where South reaches four
spadesasshown. Asthecardslie, declarer startswith
two certaintrumplosersand aclubloser, and it ap-
pearsthat at somepoint heislikely toattempt adia-
mondfinesseandlosetoWest' squeenfor downone.
If Southtendsto hisknitting, however, thediamond
loser can be averted.

Declarer playslow from dummy onWest’ sten of
clubs, and East overtakesthe ten with the jack and
continues with the king, ruffed by South with the
seven. A spadeisledtotheaceand aspadereturned,
covered by thejack, queenandking. West exitswith
aheart to the jack, and declarer cashesthe K-A of
hearts, onwhich East discardstwo clubs. Souththen
ruffsaclubin hishand.

West triesto conceal his possession of the spade
ten by refusing to overruff, but declarer continues
his quest for information by leading the eight of
spades. West winsas East discardsadiamond, pro-
ducing this position with West on lead:

North D A76; CQ

West H108;DQ3

East D1098; CA

South S9; DK J5

West can do no better than to return a heart, on
which dummy and East discard diamonds as de-
clarer ruffs. At this point, South hasasurething.

East, whohasshownupwith six clubs, two spades
and aheart — and therefore four diamonds — has
only three cards left, one of which isknown to be
theclubace. TheA-K of diamondsarethuscertain
tofell all theremaining diamonds, establishing the
jack asthe game-going trick with no need torisk a
finesse.

Tomorrow: Try and makeit.

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
»g8 75
YKQ63
*AQI10
1074
WEST EAST
@®» 43 S AQIJI102
¥Yo9o8542 YAJI0
® 96 3
$£0QJ83 $O0 652
SOUTH
s K6
v7
*KJIB87542
* A K
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & 2 & Pass 3@
Pass 5@

Opening lead — four of spades.

Tryand Makelt

Itisnot easy to makefivediamondsonthisdeal.
But the fact is that South made it and, moreover,
accomplished the feat in arelatively simple man-
ner.

East wonthespadel ead withtheaceand returned
the queen, taken by declarer with the king. South
realizedthat if hedrew trumpsandled aheart tothe
gueen, East wouldwinwiththeaceand cashthejack
of spadesto put the contract down one.

Faced with this unacceptable prospect, South
choseadifferentlineof play that offeredanunlikely
but legitimate chance for the contract.

He began by cashing the A-K of clubs, then
crossedtotheaceof trumps, ledtheten of clubsand,
after East followed low, discarded his singleton
heart onit!

Asaresult, South now had the contract in tow.
West wason lead and hel pless. A club continuation
wouldyieldaruff-and-discard, whileaheart return
through theK-Qwouldtrap East’sace and provide
aparking placefor South’s spadeloser.

West didaswell ashecouldwhenhereturnedthe
nineof trumps. Declarer wonwithdummy’sten, led
theking of heartsthrough East’ saceandinthat way
made the contract.

Itistruethat South was very lucky to find West
withtheQ-Jof clubs, whichallowed thecontract to
bemade. Itisalso truethat West could have beater
thecontract by playing theten of spadesat trick one
instead of the ace, but this play is much easier to
make with all four hands exposed.

Tomorrow: Once, maybe— twice, never.
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“| wonder if the angels ever play
connect-the-stars.”




