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Troop withdrawal
raises questions

President Bush said heisgoing to bring 70,000 American troops
home from variouslocations around the globe.

Thisdoesn’tinclude Iraq.

But it doesinclude Korea.

Theannouncement Monday, althoughinthemakingfor quitesome
time, did catch many in Washington by surprise. Some approved of
themeasure, othersdidn’t. But that’show everything slicesanyway
so nothing new inthereaction.

Except...

Sen. John M cCain, who has been |eading President Bush around
thecountry by thenosetogarner supportinthoseareaswhereMcCain
isstrong and Bushiswesak, is, let’s say, upset.

He sees North Koreaas athreat no less significant than Saddam
Husseinwas, andindirectly, still is. TheNorth Koreans, you can bet,
arejust waiting for theday we pull thousands of troopsout of South
Koreato begin their bloody assault on the South. And Mr. Bush's
announcementisinall probability being met with mile-widesmiles
on thefaces of that goofy |eadership of North Korea.

Remember our invasionof Irag?How wequickly movedin, dusted
up, vacuumed the carpets and reset thefurniture only to have unex-
pected company arrive and now arein abloody exchange that has
cost nearly 950Americanlives?Wereally blew it, thankstotheplan-
nersof that war failingtopencil insome*“whatifs.” Nowwearebeing
haunted by that error.

Another error awaitsinKorea. TheNorthK oreanscouldturnugly
at thefirst sign of US. troop removal and begin a southerly march
withtheir millionsof brainwashed uniformed ' robots’ witharesult-
ing bloodshed and possible dismantling of the South. But who are
weto question?After all, these military plannersarethe same ones
who assured us of aswift victory in Irag.

We hope Sen. McCain can muster the ‘troops’ on Capitol Hill
necessary to bring thislatest questionable administration planto a
full debatein both Houses of Congress.

Weareremindeddaily tobevigilant, thankstothreatsbeingmade
against usby terroristsright here at home and against our peoplein
other placesaround theworld.

Thinning our military ranksoverseas seemsan odd way to main-
tainvigilance.

TomA. Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

No ‘My Turn’ column today

Thenewspaper’spublisher, Tom Dreiling, istaking afew days off
to bewith members of hisfamily who are herefor afew daystaking
in the sounds and sights of Colby, thus hisregular Wednesday “My
Turn” columnwon’t appear today. Theeditorial above, however, was
written prior tohisschedul ed absence. Hereturnsto hisdesk on Thurs-

day.
Where to write

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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GOV, MCGREEVEY,
ARE YOU
REALLY GAY?

Media isn't the problem

There hasbeen alot of hypeabout mediabias
andthegeneral mistrust of journalismlately, but
most of the folks screaming loudest probably
actually havetheleast to say on thisissue.

It is not simply conservatives who think the
mediahasaliberal biasby theway. Thepercent-
age of peoplewho think the mediahasaconser-
vative biasisway up aswell.

Some might point to the number of |eft-lean-
ing membersof thepress, but look at any college
educated group in our society today and, almost
without exception, those who think more along
theliberal lineswill outhumber thosewho think
along traditionally conservativelines.

Thereal problem, however, isnotbias. Itisthe
two-headed monster of greed andlaziness. If you
really want a biased media, go back about 150
yearswhen candidatesused contributionsto sup-
porttheir favoritenewspapersand editorsoffered
their literary servicesto the highest bidder.

The biggest problem is greed. Ignorance can
be a problem, but theignorant can be educated.
Asthe number of independent news providers
dwindles, thebottom linebecomesincreasingly
important and glorified talk shows and tabloid
reporting arecheaper than putting reportersinthe
field.

Some of our most prestigious national news-
papers now have only 4-5 reporters covering
Washington, D.C. Pray tell, how does one de-
velop any sort of story lineswhenthosefew are
trying to cover everything going on?

f ’ Jay Kelley
~ 77| e Speaking
MyMind

Whiletherehasalwaysbeenthe pride of get-
ting the story first, the need to scoop other ser-
vicesnow stemsfrom sheer economicsurvival.
Thereissimply notimeto get thewholestory if
you want to survivein the business.

Televisionisevenworse. Only thesensational
isgoing to get our attention and the definition
of sensational must be expanded aswebecome
bored with last week’s offerings.

Second, both the pressand the public areig-
norant and some of us are militantly so. | was
impressed withacoupleof thenewspapersl read
lately inthat they ran storiesthat weremorethan
half apage.

To alow areporter time to develop along
story, then bewilling to use that print spacefor
the story isindeed rarein our modern era. Itis
rare for agood reason, too. The genera public
will not read along story.

Wehavebecomeasociety of sound-bitesand
pictures. Wenolonger havethepatiencetoread
acomplex story and many of our journalistsdo

not have the patienceto do thework it requires
todevelop astory likethat.

Weareal soasociety that prizestraining over
education, or the ability to perform over the
ability to think. | have heard supposedly well-
educated peoplerail against thebiasof acolum-
nist ontheopinionpage. Thatiswhy itiscallec
the opinion page.

Ultimately, itisnot mediabiasthat i sdestroy-
ing us. Itisour unwillingnesstothink critically
and educate ourselves and our increasing reli-
ance on character assassination as a means tc
challenge any who disagree with us.

Itiseasy toblameabiased mediawhen some-
thing with which we disagree is printed. It i
much harder to convinceothersthatitiswrong
Itisfar less strenuousto make up abogey-mar
than to actually confront the problem.

It is much harder to muster the discipline tc
actually know thefacts. For onething, it takes:
willingnesstobeeducatedinstead of trained anc
that meansknowing thingsinwhichwemay no
beinterested.

Yes, it is much easier when we are not con-
fronted with thingsabout whichwewouldrathe
not know or haveto think.

Afteral, the Soviet Uniongot along finetha
way for morethan 70 years.

*kkkk

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

Give this some thought

Being aDemocrat in the State of Kansasand
aseparatist (Church & State) leavesmefeeling
likea‘voiceinthewilderness.’

Theargument that we should or canlegislate
morality just doesn’t hold water. Theindividual
legislators' morals and ethics most certainly
should have an influence on how they vote.
However, we seem to haveanumber of legisla-
torswho do not livewhat they preach. Wehave
religiousleaderswho don’t livethe moralsand
standards they preach. They like writing the
commandmentsontheir forehead and memoriz-
ing them so they can quote them at the appro-
priatetimes. Theonly way toreadwhat isprinted
onyour foreheadistolook inamirror. Did you
ever try reading withamirror?Quotescriptures
for our neighbor’ sbenefit whileweignorethem
in our own lives? Jesus had something to say
about that.

And, itwasn’tvery complimentary. Didn'tHe
have something to say about washing and pol-
ishing the outside of the cup and leaving thein-
sidedirty?All thewhitewash in the world will
not cover up the blackness of the heart.

Welegidlaterestrictionson actionsto protect
society. The law and punishment regarding
murder is to prevent murder. We do not need
religiouscanontojustify that law. Thelawsand
punishment for rape, stalking, sexual harass-
ment, cheating, lying, thievery, destruction of
other’ sproperty, etc. donot needreligiouscanon
or doctrinetovalidatetheir justification. Almost
every religionand governmentintheworldwill
haveincorporated thoserulesintheir canon.All
religions or governments, however, do not en-

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

forcethoseruleswithout prejudice. Man seems
tohaveatendency to providefor and protecthis
own at the expense of someone el se.

Reread those last two sentences and tell me
I’'mwrong. | don’t think | am!

All the sanctimonious hype about our laws
proving we are a Christian nation isjust that,
HY PE. Passing more laws will not make us a
Christian nation. Obedience or attempted obe-
dience to God's ten commandments does not
makeme Christian. Wedon't all agree onwhat
isrequired tobeaChristian. Wedon't all agree
on the things we can’t do and be a Christian.
How, then, can welegidlate Christianity?

Civil government has the responsibility of
protecting society fromthosewho commit cruel
andunjust actions. Civil governmentischarged
withregul ating soci ety becauseindividual scan-
not or will not unilaterally regulatethemsel ves.
Civil government isnot responsiblefor identi-
fying sin and enacting measuresto prevent me
fromsinning.

Our relationship with a higher power than
ourselveswill help determineour actions, mor-
alsand ethics. That higher power may be: God

asrevealedinHoly Scriptures; Allahasrevealed
intheKoran; Mother Nature; Pagan Gods; or it
might betheguy downthestreet whoistougher
than ourselves, or, maybe even the guy wha
controlsthe most oil.

I will personally recommend The God of the
Holy Scriptures. But, a Democratic Republic
that guarantees freedom of religion will not al-
low metoforceyouto acknowledgeor worship
my God.

Our government is founded on the premise
that the majority will protect the rights of the
minority aswell asthemajority. It might bewell
tonote(that) weareall aminority of one. Every
religious organization in our United Statesisa
minority. When we put all who professand re-
ally practice Christianity together, wewill finc
we are still aminority in society. And, yes, we
all need protection of our rightsto express anc
practiceour religion.

Thebalanceof power betweenthelegidlature,
the administration and the courts has workeg
verywell. | don’tthink separation of Churchand
State hashindered either religion or the State. It
might be beneficial if we could all review the
system and keep it working. A few folksin our
society must have been snoozing during history
and government class. Protecting my minority
rightsshoul d not beaccomplished by trampling
on the rights of another minority individual or

group.
*kkk*x
Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequent
contributor to thispage. He can be e-mailed at
rcwinc@cheerful.com

About those letters . ..

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby




