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ney are back...
nd we are glad

They’ reback...andwethank Godfor everyoneof them.

Who?

The students attending Colby Community College.

Thecollegemakesamassiveimpact on our community.
When the students depart at the close of the school year
each May, their absenceis profound.

They become a part of our ‘community family’ at the
first sound of the bell. They get involved in so many dif-
ferentways. Not alwaysistheirinvolvement high profiled.

They spend many of their dollarsin the various busi-
nesses in this community. Many participate in church
activities. They look for interests here that they left be-
hind.

When asked, regardless of the request, they respond.
And more times than not, they respond without being
asked. That’sjust theway of aColby Community College
student spending moretimein hisor her ‘ adopted’ com-
munity than at home.

The studentsin Trojanland have something el se going
for them: one of the most talented and dynamic group of
instructorsto be found anywhere. This professionalism
allowsfor aquick and lasting bond between teacher/stu-
dent.

The positivesthat go with being hometo acollege are
S0 many spacedoesnot permit adetailed accounting. But
the people of Colby, of Thomas County, know that this
institution — soon to observe its 40th anniversary — is
one of the major reasonsthiscommunity iswhat it is.

Yes, welcomeback —all of you. Take advantageof the
opportunities. Open the doors. Open the windows.
Breathein education asonly Colby Community College
can provide.

d

TomA. Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749 or call 462-3963.

How to contact

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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The value of education

With school now in session and budget meet-
ings happening a person’s mind wondersto the
guestion, “What is the value of education?’ In
many ways | think it has become too cheap. |
know whenyouread that statement most people
will say, myself included, “What, is she crazy?
Wearepayingtoo muchfor publiceducationthe
way itis!” The point | am trying to makeis not
how muchwearepayingfor publiceducationbut
what isthevaluethat is put on getting an educa-
tion.

When parents send their kids to school as a
meansof “ baby-sitting” or becausethekidshave
to attend and all the kids care about iswhat will
beonthetest, thentheval ue of getting an educa-
tion has becometoo cheap.

| guess my reasoning behind thiscomesfrom
my own personal loveof learningand how | have
triedtoimpart thistomy children and thenread-
ing about Irish children several hundred years
agowhenthey wereforbiddento attend anorga-
nized school during various occupations by the
British. The children would attend school at
night alongthehedgerowsjust tobeabletolearn.
Thepenalty for discovery wasmost timesdeath,
at least for the teacher and many times the stu-
dent or parents.

Thentherearethestoriesof black slavesrisk-
ing beatingsand/or death upondiscovery if they
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knew how to read or write.

| grew up hearing stories about my great-
grandparents giving up one room of their two-
room house to host German school so that the
local German Mennonite children could learn
the German language. To these people getting
an education had very high value.

Thepointinmy opinionisthat education has
become so commonplaceinour society that we
nolonger placeavery highvalueongetting one.
Itisn’t just having access to an education and
sitting at adesk every day that givesyouan edu-
cation. Itiswanting to learn. It ishaving ade-
sire, ahunger tolearnandto know more. Thisis
somethingthat hastocomefromwithin. Itisnot
something that a*“ school” can giveyou.

Teachersand parents caninspire, challenge,
and encourage or they can bore, destroy and
discourage. | think itissoimportant, soimpera-

tive, sovital, so critical that all people, not just
children have someone or something that does
challenge them, motivates them to push them-
selves, to learn, to be focused, dedicated. It i<
alsoimportant that we be that to someone el se.
Whether itisour children, our grandchildren, &
friend, ourselves, but we need to keep passing
that driveon.

Arewewillingto step outsidethe box and | et
people see us reading a book, reading a news-
paper, or watching an educational program on
TV?When your children see you model these
activities, thisdrive and hunger to learn and tc
better yourself no matter the circumstances,
making it anatural part of your daily life, then
they will want to model it also. Itisso exciting
to watch those that you have challenged blos-
som and take ownership of their lifeand educa-
tion whether they arein an organized school or
not.

| just hope that each of you will ook within
yourselvesand say, wouldwehavethedriveand
desireto learn that we would be willing to risk
our livesor give up apart of our homein order
tolearn?
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RosieSocktonisafrequent contributor tothis
page. She can be contacted at her e-mail ad-
dress: rstockton@direcway.com.

Bringing hope to the hungry

Food for Peace celebrated its 50th birthday
July 10. Food for Peace or PL 480 was an out-
growth of thiscountry’sforeign-aid policy and
had itsoriginin northwestern Kansas.

Afew yearsafter theconclusion of World War
11, the United Statesimplemented plansto help
countries devastated by the war. The Marshall
PlaninWestern Europebecamethecornerstone
of thisnewly emerging program.

Whilesomeof thefundingwasusedfor recon-
struction, most was used to help feed starving
people left homeless and unemployed by the
war. During thissameperiod, the United States
enjoyed bumper crops and began stockpiling
huge commodity surpluses.

In September 1953, Cheyenne County Farm
Bureau held acountywide policy devel opment
meeting. Inthat meeting, Peter O’ Brien, ayoung
farmer and rancher, suggestedthat it would make
moresenseto giveaidintheform of fooditems
rather than intheform of money.

CheyenneCounty Farm Bureau drafted afor-
eign-aid resolution that called for exporting
grainto other countries. ThenorthwesternKan-
sasfarmleadersbelievedthatif underdevel oped
countrieswereableto securefood — oncethey
becamemoreprosperous— they would become
major buyersof U.S. commodities. TheKansas
farmersalso saw thisasa" sure-fire” method to
help reduce grain inventories and realized that
increased shipments of U.S. agricultural prod-
uctscould generatemorebusinessfor American
processors, packers, shippers, railroads and
ocean vessels.

The county Farm Bureau resol ution became
a state resolution at the Kansas Farm Bureau
annual meeting and later part of the official
policy of theAmerican Farm Bureau Federation
at the national level. In’ 54, Kansas Sen. Andy
Schoeppel sponsored legislation known as
“Food for Peace” that passed both Houses of
Congressand wassigned into law by aKansan,
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Sinceitsearly beginningin CheyenneCounty,
Kan., PL 480 has gone through many changes.
Today it remains akey ingredient in our over-
seas planto aid countrieswith food rather than
money.

While there have been many new laws and
farm bills introduced during this period, not
many havebeenassignificant toagricultureand
feeding the world’'s hungry people as Food for
Peace. Without this humanitarian vehicle and
the output of Kansas producersand their coun-
terparts across the United States, millions of
peoplewill continueto go hungry.

In 2003, the U.S. Food for Peace program
deliveredfoodto 133 million peoplearoundthe
globewhoseliveswerethreatened by mal nutri-
tionor even starvationduetowar, natural disas-
ter or poverty. Last year, Food for Peace re-
sponded to an extraordinary emergency opera-
tionin Irag, averting ahumanitarian crisis and
ensuringfood deliveriestolrag's26 millionciti-
zens.

Under Saddam Hussein's regime, the Iraqi
popul ation becameal most entirely dependenton
food aid rations. K eeping theration system op-
erating after the conflict began in March was
essential to prevent food lines and keep Iragis
from going hungry. Food for Peace, working
with WFP, was at the forefront of thishumani-
tarian response. By November 2003, WFP had
delivered 2.1 milliontonsof U.S. and other do-

nors food for Irag, by far thelargest amount of
food aid ever delivered during such ashort pe-
riod of time.

The number of countriesin thisprogram has
varied from 47 to 106. The number of those as-
sisted hasvariedfrom 17.3milliontolast years
133 million.

In 1958, Food for Peace shipped nearly 5 mil-
lionmetrictons, thelargest single-year donation
to theworld’s hungry. Commaodities that Food
for Peace sends around the world come from
virtually every state. One hundred thirty-five
countrieshavereceived PL 480 assistancesince
1954,

In spite of the generous contributions by
Americanfarmers— nearly 60 percent of inter-
national emergency food aid comesasagift of
thepeopleof theUnited States— aremakingin
thefight against world hunger, still global food
needs far outweigh the food being shipped
abroad. Moreis needed. Today more than 80C
million peopleintheworld need food.

Using food for humanitarian relief programs
helps everyone. PL 480 helps feed hungry
people around the world while hel ping Ameri-
can farmers reduce surpluses. Increasing the
amount of America’ sfoodaid all ocated through
PL 480for theworld’shungry will alsohel pour
farmers by strengthening today’s markets and
setting the table for additional future growth.

Asformer President Eisenhower said more
than 50 years ago, “ Food can be apowerful in-
strument for all thefreeworldin building adu-
rable peace.” Kansasfarmers, ranchersand its
citizens remain committed to bringing hope tc
the hungry through Food for Peace.

*kkk*x

John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about farm-
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. Heis
the managing editor of “ Kansas Living,” a
quarterlymagazinededicatedtoagricultureanc
rural lifein Kansas.

DARN. HE BROKE
CONTACT, NADER-
HEADS ARE SO _|

SKITTISH!

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

[T MUYST COME FROM
LIVING A LIFE OF NON-
STOP REFROVAL FROM
FRIENDS AND... HEY!

FOUND ANOTHER !
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