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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Garfield = Jim Davis

I'M GOING OUT IN
SEARCH OF LOVE!
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DO YOU THINK THAT
A MONASTERY'S LEADING MONK COULD BE
CALLED THE BIG BROTHER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals O
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ IMAGINE A COLOR

COORDINATOR'S MOTTO MIGHT BE “ALL'S
WELL THAT BLENDS WELL!"

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals R
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

You are South, neither side vul-
nerable. The bidding has been:

South  West North East
| & 24 Dble * Pass
?

* penalty double

What would you bid now with
each of the following four hands?
1.4 AQ863 ¥ Q93 ¢ K5 & A2
2.6 KQJI8S Y KQH ¢ 7 J93
3.4 AQJ72 9 AKJ4 ¢ — & KJ8S5
4.4 AKJ10532 Y KQ4 ¢ 2 % KQ

* %k
Bidding Quiz

1. Pass. There is absolutely no reason to override
partner’ spenalty double, and you shoul d passexpect-
ing anywherefrom atwo- tofour-trick defeat. The K-
x of trumps should prove especially valuable on de-
fense.

2. Two spades. Thereisquite adifference between
thishand, whichisrelatively weak ondefense, andthe
preceding hand, which can be expected to produce at
least three defensivetricks.

In the present case, you probably won't win more
thanatrick or twowithdiamondsastrumps. Youthere-
fore havean obligation to protect partner, whowould
normally expect you to contribute three defensive
tricks. You have aright to expect to take six tricksiif
spadesaretrumps, but, viewed defensively, your hand
isway below par. Thebest way of indicating that your
opening bid was based primarily on offensive val ues
liesin bidding two spades.

3. Threediamonds. Hereyou' reentitledtothink that
two diamonds can be defeated, but even so, it isprob-
ably wrongto pass. North hasnoideayou havesuche
powerful three-suiter, and thebest way totell himabout
itisby cuebidding diamonds.

Thispicturebidshouldassi st partner greatly infind-
ing the best game or slam contract. The cuebid guar-
anteesno diamondsand ahugehand, onethatislikely
to produce abigger pluson offense than on defense.

4., Four spades. You can expect to defeat two dia-
monds here also, but again it is better to override
partner’s double because of the extraordinary nature
of your hand. You should assumethat four spadescar
be made (with 100 honors), and that two diamonds
doubled will not produce abig-enough penalty to off-
setthis. Furthermore, if partner hastwo aces, thereisa
good chancefor aslam, and thispossibility cannot be
ignored. It should be borne in mind that partner’s
double of two diamondsis a suggestion, not an abso-
[ute command.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
» A K872

¥Qo6
¢ 94
A Q63
WEST EAST
% 10 6 »® QJ3
¥Y¥o8742 YA 10 5
®J53 ¢® 108 76
1052 9O 8 4
SOUTH
“®» O 54
YKIJ3
®*AKQ?2
*oKJ7
The bidding:
South West North East
1 NT Pass 3 & Pass
3 NT Pass 4 o Pass
4 & Pass 6 NT
Opening lead — nine of hearts.

Threevital elements

A sgueezeisnot really asmysteriousassomeplay-
ers believe. Usually, what happensis that declarer
cashes his tricks and a defender finds he cannot dis-
card without costing hisside atrick.

One of the primary characteristics of a successful
squeezeisthat declarer finds himself in aposition to
winall theremainingtricksbut one. Let’sseehow this
condition applieshere.

Beforeplay starts, South hasonly nineready-made
winners, but after West leadsaheart and East takesthe
ace, South has 11 of the remaining 12 tricks. In other
words, he has all the tricks but one, which alertshim
to the possibility of asqueeze.

A second characteristic of asgueezeisthat oneop-
ponent hasthe burden of guarding two suits. Thus, in
this hand, East has to protect both spades and dia-
monds. West, his partner, cannot help himin thisre-
spect, and might just aswell be somewhereelse.

A third characteristicisthat when declarer |eadsthe
squeezecard, theremust bean entry to the hand oppo-
site. Thisrequirement is called communication, and
without it the squeeze cannot work. Declarer has all
three elementsworking for himin the present deal.

Let's say East returns a heart at trick two. South
cashestwo heartsand four clubs, and East ishel pless
whenthelast clubisplayed. Hemust part with aspade
or adiamond, and whichever one he discards, South
acquireshis12thtrick.

Observethat fromthemoment East takesthe ace of
heartsat trick one, thereisnothing he can do to avoid
thisfate. All declarer hasto doisto cash hisheart and
clubwinnersand keep hisentriesto both handsintact,
and poor East isagoner.
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“| know where that plane is going.

To an airport.”

©2004 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Syna.
www.familycircus.com

&-2)

“Rise and dine, Daddy!”




