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Colby bank president elected to state association board

C. Lewis Evins, president and
chief executive officer of Farmers
and MerchantsBank of Colby, was
recently electedto serveontheKan-
sas Bankers Association Board of
Directors.

The announcement was made at
theassociation’ sannual meetingin
Colorado Springs, Colo., on Satur-
day, Aug. 7, said Kristin Keeney,
with the Bankers A ssociation.

“Board membership comes as a
part of Evins' secondyear of service
as a an association regional repre-

sentative, whichisathree-year po-
sition his col-
leagues e-
lected him to
last spring,”
she said. “The
Kansas Bank-
ers Associa- !
tiondividesthe
state into six '
geographical
regions for
purposesof re-
gional representation on the asso-

C. Lewis Evins

ciation’sgoverning council.”

In offering some educaitonal
background and hiscareer, K eeney
saidthat Evinsgraduated from Fort
HaysStateUniversity withadegree
inbusinessadministrationin 1974,
he started his banking career as a
teller at Security State Bank of Scott
City.

In 1981, he graduated from the
Graduate School of Banking at
Colorado and, in addition to over-
seeing Farmers and Merchants
Bank, Evins serves as chairman of

Six more schools miss goals, state says

By JOHN MILBURN
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — Six Wichita
schoolsand the entiredistrict have
been added to a statewide list of
thosefailingto makeadequateaca-
demic progresslast year.

The additions join six districts
and 15 schools with a mgjority of
studentsliving in poverty that also
failed to make adequate progress.
The State Department of Education
released itsrevised list Thursday.

The listed schools are “Title |”
schools, which receive federal
money targeted to school swithsig-
nificant numbers of poor students.
Other districts’ results were avail-
able last week, when Wichita and
state officials were still trying to
verify that district’sdata.

Last year, theentireWichitadis-
trict was not on thelist, but four of
its schoolswereincluded.

Wichita officials said they re-

mained pleasedwiththeir district’'s
results because meeting goals for
adequate progress is becoming
more difficult with each passing
year.
That's partly afunction of the
two-year-oldfederal No Child L eft
Behind law, designedto ensurethat
all studentsareproficientinreading
and math by 2014.

“They keep moving the bar up
every year,” said district spokes-
woman Susan Arensman.

And district lobbyist Diane
Gjerstad said Wichita continuesto
see the number of students who
speak little or no English increase
about 10 percent ayear.

Meanwhile, state Education
Commissioner Andy Tompkins
was pleased with the revised num-
bers. Last year, 30 schools and
seven districts were on the Title |
list, whichdesignatestheschoolsas
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“on improvement.”

“| think the decrease we experi-
enced this year in the number of
schoolsonimprovement can be at-
tributed in large part to the efforts
of educatorsin this state who have
really focusedinonachievementin
theseareas,” Tompkinssaid. “ There
are alot of people working very
hard to help studentsimprove aca-
demically andwe' reseeing someof
theresults of that work.”

In Wichita, three schools —
Caldwell Elementary andMarshall
and M ead middle schools— made
the list for the second consecutive
year. Three other middle schools,
Curtis, Hamilton and Pleasant Val -
ley, were added, while Anderson
Elementary dropped off.

Therewere665Titlel schoolsin
Kansasin 2003-04, about half of the
total, while 301 of the state’s 302
school districts were Title 1. Blue
ValleyinJohnson County isthesole
exception.

The state will release the results
of theremaining schoolsonOct. 12,
including building report cardsthat
show progressof each school inthe
state. The report cards are another
part of federal mandates under the
federal 2002 No Child Left Behind
law.

The law requires states to set
goalsfor general classifications of

students, aswell assubgroupsbased
onrace, incomeandlanguageskills.
Failure by any one subgroup can
land a school or district on theim-
provement list.

InKansas, theproficiency target
forreadingwas57.3percentinkin-
dergartenthrough eighthgradeand
51 percent in grades nine through
12.Mathproficiency wassetat 53.5
percent for grades K-8 and 38 per-
cent for grades 9-12.

Under federal law, schools that
fail to make adequate yearly pro-
gress in math and reading for two
years are designated as “on im-
provement.”

Schools making the list for the
first timeare required to offer par-
entsthe option to transfer students
to other district schools.

For the second year on the list,
schoolsanddistrictsarerequiredto
begin additional servicesto im-
provestudent achievement, suchas
tutoring or extended learning time.
In the third year, schools must de-
velop aplan for corrective action,
whichwouldbeimplementedinthe
fourth year. Those changes could
include restructuring the school’s
organization and changing its cur-
riculumandinstructiontechniques.

No monetary penalty isimposed
by the state or federal government
for failing to makethe goals.
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Security State Bank of Scott City
and chairman of Farmers State
Bank, Oakley, Keeney said.

All three banks are owned by
Security Bancshares of Scott City.

Evinsand hiswife, Audrey, have
two grown children. James L.
Evins, alending officer at Security
State Bank of Scott City, and his

wife, Carrie, have two daughters,
Avery and Emma.

Dr. Amanda Evins Tauscher, a
dermatology resident, livesin Den-
ver with her husband, Jeff.

Editor’snote: TheKansasBank-
ers Association represents 357
member banksandisafull-service,
voluntary banking associationthat

has served the needs of its member
banks (made up of 99 percent of
banksin Kansas) for 117 years.
TheKBA offer sservicesto banks
in the areas of banking-related in-
formation, government legisation,
law, education and insurance.
The association’s website is:
www.ksbankers.com.
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2004 Pontiac Bonneville
esilvere6K miles

2004 Cadillac Deville CTS
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2004 Pontiac Grand Am
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2003 Cadillac Deville
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2003 Nissan Altima
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2003 Buick Park Avenue
esilvere17K miles

2003 Buick La Sabre
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2003 Chevrolet Impala
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2003 Oldsmobile Alero
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FINLEY MOTORS, INC.

Highway 27 Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701 www.finleymotorsinc.com
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For moreinformation
on donating blood,
please call
1-888-719-8929 or in
theWichita area,
785-268-0834
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