Page 2 Colby Free Press Friday, August 20, 2004

Opinion

[}

Free Press
Viewpoint

figure in on Nov. 2?

Larry Thurlow of Bogue, deeply involved in the con-
troversy surrounding the medals and hero status pinned
on Sen. John Kerry resulting from his service to the na-
tion during theVietnam war, continuesto call the Demo-
cratic presidential candidatealiar.

There'sthat word again!

The descriptions of what happened in that war-torn
country 30 someyearsagowhenMr. Thurlow and Officer
Kerry served in the same enemy waters but in different
boatsare milesapart.

Military documentsseemtosideinwithKerry. But that
hasn’'t silenced Mr. Thurlow, despite the fact the docu-
ments contradict what Thurlow issaying.

Thurlow is a member of agroup called “ Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth,” a GOP-leaning group of Vietnam
veteranswho say K erry exaggerated hisactionstowinwar
medals.

Again we ask, “Who cares?’ And why isthis alleged
Kerry exaggeration, or as Thurlow would say “lie,” just

now surfacing and did not play arolein any of Kerry’s

many successful prior elections?

Steve Schmidt, a spokesman for President Bush's re-
election campaign, said, “ The Bush campaign hasnever
andwill never questionJohnKerry’sserviceinVietnam.”

Laughable.

Of coursetheongoing controversy isgoodfor theBush
campaign. Why would the president ask the“ Swift Boat
Veteransfor Truth” to tapetheir traps shut? They’ re do-
ing himabigfavor. Andthe pollsarebeginning toreflect
that.

Themoretheelectoratetalksabout theKerry Vietham
war controversy, thelessthey talk about the Bushwar in
Irag.

War?Weall knew that war would figureinto the deci-

sion made on el ection day, but now wearefaced with the

guestion, “Whichwar?’
TomA. Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where towrite

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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MY Hurricane Charley (grandson Caleb, 26
months) and his family departed Thursday for
Colorado, Idaho and finally Washington state
where they will make their home at Fairchild
AFB, Spokane, after spending somequality time
with me.

What Caleb— hisdadisson Lance, motheris
TobieandsisterisAlyssa— liked best about his
visit to Colby wasthelittle car at Colby Bowl.
He told me it was “cool.” He said some other
things about it, too, but a 2-year-old's vocabu-
lary and minejust don’t quiteseemtomatch. But
that’s okay.

He also saw aman at Kansas Quick L ube out
on South Range, seatedinthewaitingareawhile
work wasbeing performed on hiscar, and struck
up a conversation with him. He looked like he
couldbeinhisearly 50sso Cal eb thought hemust
be agrandpa, whichisthereason he called him
that. Ironically, the man said hewas. So, Caleb
picked up another friendin Colby. He'sthat kind
of kid, just like his dad, who never knew a
stranger.

He also told me about a man that has a great
big closet — full of clothes. Yep, avisit with
Dave Jennings.

And all of the stuff that he shouldn’t touch —
but it was so tempting — at Palace Drug Store.

Hewondered why our ‘mall’ isdifferent.

Then| got tothinking. That child wasbrought
up in the mall environment at Wichita Falls,
Texas. He only knows about stores that are in-
sideabig store.

Guessindividual shopsnexttothestreet area
novelty to him.

My houseisquiet now. | found thefront room
couch, managed to reset my television to chan-
nelsl ammorefamiliar with, found apair of lost
Nikes, and discoveredthe pathway fromoneend
of thehousetotheother wasjust amatter of pick-
ingupafewthings...one, two, three, four...98, 99,
100...

Hatedto seethemleave, butthat’ stheway life
is. Driving from here to Spokane is out of the
question, so my mode of travel to see that four-
somefromhereoninwill beby air fromDenver.

Already | missthem.

-td-

WITH school now insessionfor another nine
months, | would urge all of you to be especially
careful whenmotoringinschool zones. They are
clearly markedand signsandflashinglightsserve

Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

as attention-grabbers. Let’s all do our part to
make “ 2004 safer than any before.”
-td-

READERS of this column always keep an
eye out for stories designed to bring a chuckle
or two. Maybe aquiet smile. Some of themore
recent include:

ThelLamazeClass

The room was full of pregnant women and
their partners. The Lamaze class was in full
swing. Theinstructor wasteaching thewomen
how to breathe properly, andinformingthemen
how to give the necessary assurances at this
stage of the plan. “Ladies, exerciseisgood for
you,” announced theteacher. “ Walkingisespe-
cially beneficial. And, gentlemen, it wouldn’'t
hurt youtotakethetimetogowalkingwithyour
partner!” The room was very quiet. Finally, a
man in the middle of the group raised hishand.
“Yes?' asked the instructor. To which the man
asked, “Isitall rightif shecarriesagolf bagwhile
wewak?’

Farm Pond and Wisdom

An old farmer in Florida had owned alarge
farm for several years. He had alarge pond in
theback, fixed up nicewith picnictables, horse-
shoecourts, basketball court, etc. Thepondwas
properly shaped and fixed up for swimming
when it was built. One evening the old farmer
decidedtogodowntothepond, ashehadn’t been
therefor awhile, and look it over. Asheneared
the pond, he heard voi ces shouting and laugh-
ingwith glee. Ashecamecloser hesaw itwasa
bunch of young women skinny-dipping in his
pond. Hemadethewomenawareof hispresence
and they all went to the deep end of the pond.
One of the women shouted to him, “We' re not
coming out until you leave!” The old man re-
plied, “I didn't come down here to watch you
ladies swim naked or make you get out of the
pond naked. I'msimply heretofeed thealliga-
tor.” Moral: Old age and cunning will triumph

eparted

over youth and enthusiasm every time.

Travel Funnies

Truce storiesfrom travel agents:

* | had someone ask for an aisle seat so thal
her hair wouldn’t get messed up by being nea
thewindow.

A client calledininquiring about a package
toHawaii.After goingover al thecostinforma
tion, she asked, “Would it be cheaper to fly tc
Californiaand thentakethetrain to Hawaii ?’

* | got atelephone call from awoman whc
wanted to go to Capetown. | started to explair
thelength of theflight and thepassportinforma
tionwhen sheinterrupted mewith, “ I’ mnot try-
ing to make you look stupid, but Cape Towni¢
in Massachusetts.” Without trying to make hex
look like the stupid one, | calmly explained
“CapeCodisin Massachusetts, Capetownisir
Africa.” Her responsewas“click.”

« A man called, furious about aFlorida pack-
age we did. | asked what was wrong with the
vacation in Orlando. He said he was expecting
anocean-view room. | triedtoexplainthatisno
possible, since Orlando isin the middle of the
state. Hereplied, “Don’'t lieto me. | looked or
themap and Floridaisavery thin state.”

« got acall fromamanwho asked, “Isit pos
sibleto see England from Canada?’

| said, “No.”

Hesaid, “But they ook so close onthemap.”

« Anicelady called. She needed to know how
it was possible that her flight from Detroit | eff
at 8:20 am. and got into Chicago at 8:33 am. |
triedtoexplainthat Michiganwasan hour aheac
of lllinois, but shecoul d not understand thecon-
cept of time zones. Finally | told her the plane
went very fast, and she bought that!

-td-

W E seemto begetting our share of medalsa
the Olympics. And that’s a thumbs up! Watch:
ing thedramaunfold night after night ontel evi-
sion certainly beats watching the talking head:
make fools of themselves 24/7. If you haven'
beentuningin, do.

-td-

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend
And pencil inanhour or so at the church of youl
choice.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

Time to say ‘good-bye’

In somewaysthisisasad column becauseit
istosay good-bye. Duringthelast 19 monthsthat
| havesemi-regularly writtenfor the Colby Free
Pressl haveenjoyeddoingit. It hasgivenmean
outlet for themany wordsandideasandthoughts
that seemtoroamaroundinmy head. Ever since
| wasalittlegirl | havealwaysenjoyedwriting.
Itwasn’t something | just enjoyed, it wassome-
thing that | am compelled to do asmuch for my
sanity as anything else. There aretimes| have
all thesewords, thoughts, emotions, and obser-
vationsrunning around on theinside of meand
they havetocomeout and writingisthebest way
to marshal them into asemblance of order.

Thereareothersthat writefor thisnewspaper
that writeabout thecurrent eventsandissuesand
| have done that some aswell, but for the most
part | havewritten aboutideas| haveand obser-
vations| have made of the world around me. |
have hoped to challenge you the reader, to mo-
tivate you to action, to get you to think outside
the box.

At times over these last 19 months | have
talked about changes going on in me and my
family’slife. Well, guesswhat? Changehashap-
penedtousagain. OnAug. 9, my husband started
anew jobin Cambridge, Neb. Soonceagainwe

Rosie
Stockton
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moved. Since thisis the seventh movein 12
years, wemadearadical decision, nomoremov-
ing from house to house. We purchased a 36.5
foot 5th-wheel RV with 3 slide-outs to be our
home. Thisway, whenand if another movepre-
sents itself we just pull in the slides, load up
what’sin storage and head down the road.

Getting to this point however, has taken a
major amount of downsizing. Some of our fur-
niture went to our daughtersin Branson, Mo.,
andthreestock trailer loadsof furnitureand stuff
went to TNT Auction.

We spent weeks going through boxes and
drawers and closets trying to decide what was
necessary andwhat had great sentimental value.
We ended up with a storage unit pretty full of
things. This includes things the girls want to

keep, garage type stuff, my craft/art stuff and
thenmost of my books. Talk about decisionover-
load.

Theday finally camewhenwegot everything
out of thehouseand garageand wearein our new
location and once again we are starting another
phase of life— new community, new friends,
new church, new opportunities.

So asweleave Colby and northwestern Kan-
sas, and the friends and memoriesitisn’t truly
good-bye, but just, solonguntil westopintosay
hello again. My parting wordswould be aplea
to challenge yourself and those around you to
step outside your comfort zones and be differ-
ent, but yet do what isright for the betterment
of you as a person and the community, even if
that meansaccepting non-nativeoutsiders, even
for just afew years.

| would loveto hear from you, pleaselet me
know if my wordsin any way have challenged,
inspired or if nothing else made you stop and
think just alittle. Thank you for this opportu-
nity and thebest to all.

*kkk*x

Rosie Stockton wasa frequent contributor tc
thispage. Shenowlivesin Cambridge, Neb. Her
e-mail addressisrosiestockton@hotmail.com.



