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State board’s petition names Colby doctor

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

During the same week a Colby doctor
wasVindicatedinalawsuit claimingheand
another physician defamed a surgeon, he
wasal so named in apetition by theKansas
State Board of Healing Arts alleging 12
violations of itsacts.

The 26-page petition was filed against
Dr. Victor Hildyard, whoisafamily prac-
ticephysician at Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center, on Friday, Aug. 13 with the
Board of Healing Arts.

“TheKansasStateBoard of HealingArts
does not presume adoctor isguilty (when
alegationsarefiled),” said Mark Stafford,
general counsel for the board. “The state
has the burden of proving itscase.”

Within the 26-page petition, the state
board allegesthat Hildyard committed six
counts of violations concerning pregnant
patients, onecount associated withapatient
having chest pains, one count of inappro-
priate comments regarding a patient who
had a miscarriage, one count associated
with a 15-year-old patient and allegations
that the doctor spoke* disparaging words”
about the patient’s mother and unprofes-

sional commentsregarding theadequacy of
staffing in the radiol ogy department.

Two other countsinthepetitiondeal with
alleged inappropriate behavior to include
abusiveand profanelanguage, demeaning
other professionalsin the medical field,
blaming or shaming othersfor adverseout-
comes, lack of regard for personal comfort
and dignity toward others, uncooperative-
ness, defiant and disrespectful and alleged
actsassociated with hissuspension of privi-
leges at Citizens Medical Center which
would constitute grounds for action with
thestateaswell. (Timeframeontheallega-
tionsrangein datesfrom October of 1996
toApril of 2003)

The disciplinary actions that generally
could happenwhenthe StateBoard of Heal -
ing Artsfiles a petition, Stafford said, in-
cludetaking emergency action to suspend
adoctor’slicensebecausethey areathreat
to the preservation of the public health,
safety andwelfare, whichhesaid happens,
but isan unusual circumstance.

Other disciplinary actionsthat could oc-
cur if aphysicianisfound guilty of violat-
ingthestateacts, includesuch seriouscon-
seguences as removal from practicetoin-

vestigatingwaysfor thedoctor toimprove
by adopting changesthat are deemed nec-
essary. What Staff ord wantedto makeclear
about the board members on the Kansas
Board of Healing Artsisthat these people
are"healersand not axmen or judges.”

Stafford said he could not reveal the
source of information that prompted the
state'sfiling of apetition, but addedthatin
the event the information becomes evi-
denceinthe proceedings, thenit could be-
come known.

Generally, he did say, complaints can
comefrommany sourcestoincludehealth-
care providers, families, peer review
boards, hospitals, and thelist goeson.

All proceedings with the Kansas Board
of Healing Arts, he added, are open to the
public.

“All pleadings, transcriptsand other fil-
ings derived from the proceedings,”
Stafford said, “are open to the public, ex-
cept certain confidential information.”

Stafford did say that hisofficewould not
generate a press rel ease on petitions such
as the one now pending that involves
Hildyard.

He did say there is awebsite; however,

that the public can accesswhichlistsava-
riety of information about the board, doc-
tors suspended, doctors disciplined, stat-
utes and more. That website addressis:
www.ksbha.org

Asfor the procedure when complaints
aresubmittedtotheboard, Staffordsaidany
and all complaints go through an initial
screening process.

“ Aninvestigator isassigned and thenext
step, depending on standards, would bein
determiningif thereisincompetenceor bad
conduct,” hesaid.

The complaintswould then go to apeer
review board to decide whether the prac-
ticeisbelow thestandard of careandwould
if a“ reasonabl e, prudent practitioner would
respond in the sameway,” he said.

If there is cause to believe a violation
occurred, the board’s prosecutor can seek
out expert opinionsfromindependent con-
sultantsto view thefindingsaswell.

“If that independent consultant also
agreestheviolationsarebel ow thestandard
of care, Stafford said, the process moves
forward. Hispoint wasthat therearemany
layersandfiltersdesignedwheninvestigat-
ing complaints.

Asfor apreliminary hearing, Stafford
said no date has been set.

However, once that hearing conference
dateisscheduled, the purpose would beto
providea“road map” of how the casewill
unfold.

That would include discovery, hearing
dates, expert withesses, the parametersfor
the hearing, scheduling dispositions anc
more.

Inresponsetotheallegationsoutlinedin
the state’s petition, Michael O’ Neal,
Hildyard's attorney, said he could only
speak ingeneralitiessincehehasn’thad an
opportunity to discuss the issues with his
client.

“1 know they (theBoard of HealingArts)
can receive complaints from multiple
sourcesand in my opinion, thiswasappar-
ently madeby CitizensMedical Center,” he
said.

Hildyard will need to respond and it is
O’ Neal’s understanding that whenever
therehhasbeen action taken by afacility on
aphysician’s privileges, as was the case
with hisclient and Citizens Medical Cen-
ter, hesaiditwill alwaysgotothe Board of
Healing Artsfor review.

City gives permission
to look at aquatic park

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

TheColby City Council gavethe
go-ahead to look into the possibil-
ity of anew water recreation com-
plex at its Tuesday meeting.

Shane Franz, owner of Franz
Chiropracticin Colby, camebefore
the council to discussthe possibil-
ity of anew swimming pool and
water park. He said he wouldn't
explorethematter further if thecity
wasn't interested.

However, Mayor Warren Hixson
saidif someonecould comeupwith
away topay fortheproject, it might
be a possibility. He said it's been
discussed beforebut thefact thecity
still owesmoney onitscurrent pool
isadeterrent.

City Manager Carolyn Arm-
strong saidthecity still owesnearly
$100,000 on the poal it has now.

Franz said expandingthecurrent
pool isn’t possibleand somepeople
have said a new pool should go
south of town while others would
prefer the someplace closer to the
ball parks.

Hixsonsaid doinganythingtothe
current pool would ruin the swim-
ming lanes for competition, but
Franz said other communitieshave
solved that problem, like Hays,
which has two separate poals, in-
cludingitsaguaticpark. Hesaid that
would be an option, just not on the
same scalethat Hays has.

Council member Phil DeYoung
said not only isthe swimming pool

aconcernbut al of thecity’srecre-
ationfacilities,whichhesaidareall
about the same age.

Hesaid he'sthought about recre-
ation and challenged the group to
come up with ideas.

“| think it's afacet of economic
development,” DeYoung said, add-
ingrecreationfacilitiesareareason
for people to come to town when
there are competitions like swim
meets and ball tournaments.

Hixson said ball fields south of
town have been brought up before
and Armstrong said thecity’seven
been approached before about
building askatepark.

Grantsfor suchprojectsareavail -
able, Hixson said, but they’ re hard
to get. Armstrong said the process
gets easier if the community isin-
volved andthatinvolvement canbe
shown.

Thecouncil alsobriefly reviewed
apreliminary plan and request to
annex block 1 of Rodenbeck I ndus-
trial Park.

Armstrongsaiditwill beconsid-
ered at the Sept. 21 planning com-
mission meeting. The public hear-
ing for therezoning will also be set
at that meeting.

“1I"m excited to see it happen,”
Hixson said.

Council also approved an agree-
ment for apower systemreview and
development study intheamount of
$16,000. Armstrong said it's to
study the possible southern expan-
sion of the city’s power grid.

Colby

The *bigs’ helping the ‘littles’

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Big Brothers Big Sisters Thomas County held an event Thurs- to take part in a problem-solving simulation featuring skills the
day nightat City Limits Convention Center for bigs, littlesand the kids learned through a cooperative learning effort between Big
organization’s community partners and sponsors. Everyone got Brothers Big Sisters and KSU Cooperative Extension.

New phone system for courthouse okayed

BirdCity | |
McDonald & ——— 7%
80s and 50s to dominat

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lowsinthelower 50s. East winds5to
10 mph shifting to the south after midnight. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 80s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highsin the upper 80s. Southwest winds
5 to 10 mph shifting to the northwest around 10 mph in the after-
noon. Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 80s.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highsin the upper 80s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 67

Low thismorning, 48

Recordsfor Aug. 20, 104 in 1900 and 43in 1908

Year ago today, 100 and 63

Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00

August total, 1.23

Soil temperature, 72

The sour ces:

The forecast is from the National Weather Service, and other
numbers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center,
Colby. Arecorded forecast updated throughout theday isavailable
by calling (785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by
caling 460-TEMP.

Water use

*Aug.19=2.100 million gallons.

Water advisories

» Water Watch is 3.5 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water War ning is4.0 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water Emer gency is4.5milliongallonsfor 3 consecutivedays.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

TheThomas County Courthouse
will begetting anew phonesystem
soon.

Thecommissionersapprovedthe
matter during a special meeting
Thursday morning.

Thegroup metwith JudgeGlenn
Schiffner, who had beenworkingto

get new phonesfor thecourt offices
athe courthouse after they were
damaged by lightning earlier this
summer,

Schiffner said four bidswerere-
quested but only twowerereceived,
one from S& T Telephone Com-
pany for $35,741.31 and the win-
ningbidof $33,212fromNorthwest
Kansas Telecommunicationsin

Colby.

The new phone system which
will be paid for by the county’sin-
surance aswell asmoney from the
sheriff’sand county attorney’sdrug
forfeiturefunds.

Schiffner said thereshouldn’t be
any tax money used for the pur-
chase.

Commissioner Ron Evans said

the special meeting was held be-
cause the commissioners felt they
neededtobebrought upto speed on
the phone situation.

“I"m comfortable we're on the
samepage,” hesaid.

Schiffner saidthecourthousewill
be getting the same phones that
Southwestern Bell installed at
Colby Schoolsinrecent years.

= Briefly me————

Gem Lions Club announces hog roast

Scouts seek vendors for October event

Two Girl Scout Troopsin Colby (Troops 162 and 167) arelooking for
vendorsfor the Craft-a-ganza Craft fair scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 23.
The craft fair will be held in the community building and all proceeds
will go toward trip expenses throughout the year. For information, call
Jan Barnum, one of the coordinators, 462-6503.

SHARE delivery scheduled next week

SHARE delivery is Saturday, Aug. 28 at Sacred Heart School gym at
10:30 am. The menu for August is salad, turkey, salmon filets, ground
beef, bacon, meatl oaf, potatoes, baby carrots, red pears, cantal oupe, let-
tuce, onions, red grapesand Danishrolls. If interestedinasharefor $17.50
plustwo volunteer hoursof community service, call GeneGriffinat 460-

3579.

County fair premium checks ready

Premium checksfor thisyear’sThomasCounty FreeFair arenow ready
tobepicked up at the County Extension office, 350 S. RangeAve., Colby,
from8a.m. to5 p.m. For questions, call (785) 462-4582.

The Gem Lions Clubisholding itsannual hog roast from 5-8 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 25 at the Gem Community Building. Theevent includes
bluegrass, folk and country music, a horse shoe throwing tournament,
lots of good food and visiting. Freewill donationswill be asked and the
net proceedswill be used for community betterment.

Licensed childcare provider class nears

Smart Start Northwest Kansas and Colby Community College Re-
source and Referral are sponsoring aclassthat isopen to anyonewhois
interested in becoming alicensed childcare provider. The class will be
held Thursday, Sept. 9, from 7 to 10 p.m. in the Colby College Student
Union room 106. Theclassisfree and anyoneinterested ininformation
or toregister isasked to call 1-(888)-634-9359, ext. 250.

High school swim party Saturday

The Colby High School dance team is hosting a swimming party for
all Colby High School students from 8-10 p.m. Saturday at the Colby
Community Collegeswimming pool. Cost of admissionis$2. Theevent
isafund-raiser for the team to go to competition.



Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



