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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Blondie ® Chic Young

1 JUST HEARD THAT DONALD TRUMP
WANTS TO TRADEMARK THE SAYING,
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L |SN'T THAT THE MOST
RIDICULOUS THING YOU'VE
EVER HEARD?!

UL 1 MEAN, C'MON! I'VE
OWNED THAT TRADEMARK
SINCE DAY ONE!!
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE A CAT’S
DEFINITION OF “UTOPIA” WOULD PROBABLY
BE “A PURRFECT WORLD."

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals T
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Daughter tired of mom’s stay

DEARABBY: Owen and | have
been married for 30 years. My
mother has lived with us for 27 of
them. We moved in with Mom to
help her with expenses after Dad
passed away. Five years |ater, we
bought our own house and invited
her tocomewithus. Shehasaways
been helpful. Other than alack of
privacy, the arrangement has
worked out well. Somewhereinthe
back of my mind, | alwaysthought
she would remarry. Owen lost his
job of 28 yearsayear ago, and | re-
cently waslaid off fromthe placel
had worked for 15 years. | recently
took a part-timejob to pay for gro-
ceries.

My two sistersand brothershave
done nothing to help in the support
of our mother. | feel that Owen and
| have been cheated out of anormal
marriage. Our children are grown
now, sowhenisit OURtime?Mom
isinher mid-70s. | would never tell
her how | feel becauseit would hurt
her terribly.

When shefinally passes away, |
don’tthink I'll ever speaktomy sib-
lings again because the older | get
theangrier | become. Theonly rea-
son | seethem now isbecauseMom
wouldn’t understand my disgust
with them. What should | do?

— BITTERUPNORTH

DEAR BITTER: Your mother
has been living with you for so
long that your siblings probably
havenoideathat youfee thefrus-
tration you havedescribed. They
may need to be reminded that
your financial situation has
changed and that you need their
monetary he

Ip, or just a break from your
mother and some private time
with your spouse.

You areadevoted daughter, but
pleasedonot continuetosuffer in
silence. I’m not suggesting that
youtalk about thistoyour mother,
but aconver sation with your sib-
lingsislong overdue.

Bridge

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

Abigail
Van Buren

DEARABBY: | don’'tknowwhat
todo. My friend and | weretold by
someone that stealing is just bor-
rowingwithout asking andit’sOK.
So we “borrowed” candy from a
vendor and ateit.

Wenow know thisiswrong. What
should we do — apologize? We
don’t want to get caught.

— MISLED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR MISLED: For there-
cord,“borrowing” istakingsome-
thingwiththelender’sper mission
and then returningit. In your
case, you and your friend atethe
vendor’s candy and the person
suffered aloss.

That’sstealing.

You owethevendor an apology
and payment for the candy you
stole. Ideally, it should bedonein
per son. However,if you areafraid
or ashamed to face the vendor,
write him or her an anonymous
note of apology and include pay-
ment for what you took.

DEAR ABBY: My wife and |
used to have a problem with kids
sitting on the stonewall in front of
our house and smoking cigarettes.
Nothing would dissuade them, and
our lawn was continually littered
with butts.

Finally, | found a mation-sensor
water sprinkler, and whenever the
smokers came into the yard the
sprinkler would activate. That
solved our problem without con-
frontation.

Thanks for your steady good
senseevery day.

—TOM IN NUTTING LAKE,
MASS.

e Dear Abby

DEAR TOM: Your solution i<
intriguingbecauseit hasprobably
discour aged morethan smokers.
I'1l bet those sudden bur sts of
water also keep your yard free
fromdepositsleft by petsrunning
loosein theneighbor hood.

DEARABBY: “Lindsey” and |
are co-workers. We have known
eachother nearly 10years. Wed ept
together on arecent business trip
and | agreedtokeepit betweenus. |
didn’'t keep my promise and it got
back to Lindsey.

Sheisterribly hurt, and sadly, |
can’'t undothewrong I’ vedone. A<
aresult, | havelost afriend and will
alwaysregret what | did.

Lindsey told me she had deniec
that anything happened between us
to the person who approached her.
Sheasked metodothesameand say
that it was all ajoke — that | hao
made up the story about our being
together. | know | betrayed her trust
after | promisedher | wouldn’t speak
to anyoneabout it.

| feel she'sjustified in her anger
towardmeandisright tohaveendec
our friendship. But | don’tthinkiit's
agoodideafor metocompoundthe
situationwithalie. | don’'t see how
itwould makethingsbetter. Should
| grant her thisfavor?

—MR.BIGMOUTH IN
BROOKLYN

DEAR MR. BIG: Yes, you
should grant her this favor.
There'san old saying: A gentle-
man doesn’t kissandtell. Consid-
ering the damage you have done
to your friend’sreputation by
crowing, alittlewhitelieisnot toc
much to ask.
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It'shard to believe this deal wasplayed Crossword
as described here, but it happened never- Across 44 Simul- 4 Condi- 25 Former
1 Muppet taneity tions frosh
thel €ss. i i . eagle 46 Ato Z 5 Sir's 26 Mrs.
It occurred in the 1974 national Mixed 4 Little 50 Sitcom counter- Peacock’s
: . PG ; devil set in part game
Pair Charnpl onshi Pl n SanAntonio. 7 Banshee’s Korea 6 lirefutable 27 Silhouette
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But thenine-of -spades|ead handed South
the contract, since it established the eight
of spadesasan entry to hishand.

Aftertakingthefirst trick withdummy’s
ten, declarer simply crossedtotheeight to
cash hisdiamonds, whichwould otherwise

havewithered on thevine.

Itisrareindeedfor aplayertolose5,730
pointsbecauseof awrongopeninglead, but
that’ sprecisely what it cost West for choos-
ing aspadeinstead of aclubashisopening

shot.

Tomorrow: Eavesdropping on the de-

fense.
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